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Living Our Faith in a Shifting World

It seems like the world changes by the minute. One week it's new [sasar
technology. The next it's breaking news from halfway around the %
world—or right here at home. Opinions shift. Headlines swirl. The [
pace of life feels faster than ever. And in the middle of it all, it’s T
easy to wonder: Where do we plant our feet? 4
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When [ feel that way, | come back to these words from Hebrews
13:8: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”
In a world that changes so quickly, the love of Christ does not.
That doesn’t mean life stands still—far from it! It means that
through every twist and turn, we can count on God'’s faithfulness.

And that’s good news. Because when we are anchored in Christ, we can move
through the changes of life without fear. We can face uncertainty with hope. We can
treat one another with compassion even when the world tells us to draw lines and
take sides.

The church is at its best when we remember this. We don’t exist to chase the latest
trend or win the loudest argument. We exist to love God and love people. We exist to
worship, to serve, and to share the good news of Jesus Christ in ways that bring life
to our community.

In the coming weeks, you’ll have opportunities to live out that mission. Come to wor-
ship on Sundays—there is something powerful about singing and praying together.
Bring a friend who might need encouragement. Join one of our Bible studies or small
groups as we dig deeper into God’s Word and share life together. Volunteer with our
food pantry ministry or help prepare meals for those in need. Sign up to greet visitors
or serve as an elder. Even something as simple as a smile and a handshake on Sun-
day morning can be an act of grace in a weary world. A great place to look for ideas
is our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/fccjcmo

Our world may keep changing—but the call to follow Jesus remains the same. And
when we walk that path together, the church becomes a steady light in a shifting
world.

Let’s keep walking together.
Peace,

Michael



http://www.facebook.com/fccjcmo

Associate Minister’s Thoughts

Dear FCC JCMO family,

Earlier this year, around Epiphany, | invited folks to participate in drawing a “star word”
from a basket. The idea of the practice is that, just as the magi followed a star to encoun-
ter the Christ child, our “star words” might become a sort of guide throughout the year,
bringing us closer to Christ. Some folks post it somewhere they can see it every day, and
they include it in their prayers or meditations, asking God to “show up” through that word.
Other folks (like me) tend to read it and forget about it, until something happens that re-
minds us of it.

This year, the word | drew was “sharing.” At first, | thought it might have something to do
with stewardship; maybe my focus this year would end up being centered around sharing
my time, talents, or resources in some new way. | pinned it to the bulletin board in my of-
fice and that was pretty much all the thought | gave it. As this year passed, though, my life
became a little....complicated. It's been a year of challenges for my family. At first, | didn’t
tell many people about our struggles, because it’s hard to admit that your life isn’t picture
perfect! We all want to seem like we’ve got it all together and under control, don’t we?
Yet, as the year went on, the problems only intensified. | finally realized that my family re-
ally needed prayers in a big way and for that to happen | needed to share some of our
story. (If you haven’t heard, yet, come find me and we’ll talk, or send me a friend request
on Facebook and you can read my updates there!)

Sharing can be scary, because it makes you vulnerable, but it's taught me something im-
portant. Since I've shared about our difficulties | have been absolutely blessed by all the
people who have offered me hugs, kind words, a similar story of their own, and, of course,
their prayers. | never would have received all those prayers and other expressions of love,
if | hadn’t shared what | was going through. My “star word,” sharing, certainly did lead me
to experience God’s love and Christ’s presence this year through your loving support.

This year has reminded me how powerful it is to share our stories, our struggles, and our
joys with one another. When we do, we open ourselves to God’s love in ways we might
never expect and we see it reflected back in the care and prayers of those around us.
Thank you for being a community that shows up, listens, and loves so faithfully. | am
grateful for each of you, and | look forward to seeing how God continues to work among
us in the years to come.

Love,
Rev. Heather




MUSIC and WORSHIP - Gretchen Huedepohl, Director of Music

Two dozen enthusiastic singers greeted new choir director, Tim Coday, this week and
began rehearsals under his baton. (There’s still room for more singers, especially men!)
After a three-year hiatus from church music, Tim is eagerly embracing his new role at
FCC and appreciates the support already shown him. There is no doubt our church will
be blessed greatly by his gifted leadership and vast musical experiences. I'm just one
of many people who is excited to see how God will use Tim in this place!

Join us in the Gathering Area after worship on September 14 to give Tim and his wife,
Lisa, (also a gifted singer) a warm FCC welcome. Cookies will be provided by choir

members Sherry Jordan, John Kuebler, and Nancy Priddy. Thank you!

UPCOMING SPECIAL MUSIC IN WORSHIP:

*Sept. 7 Darcy Patten, a high school sophomore, sings the Lauren Daigle song, “Be
Okay.” No matter where life has taken you, this is a timely message of comfort as we
place our trust in the the words of Psalm 121: “| will lift up my eyes to the hills, from
whence comes my help. My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.”
*Sept. 14 Chancel Choir begins its musical season by offering the anthem, “Total

Praise.” This gospel piece by Richard Smallwood is now arranged by Joel Raney and

incorporates the stately hymn, “Holy, Holy, Holy.” This an-
them is both inspired and

inspiring!

To God Be the Glory!




News From The Pews

*Congratulations to Doug Hagenhoff who
retired from Hawthorn Bank in June.
Doug is now a shuttle driver for Rusty
Drewing Toyota.

*Best wishes to Bobbi Enslen who re-
tired from Central Bank after 35 years.
Part of Bobbi’s next life chapter is work-
ing as a member of the school nutrition
staff at Pioneer Trail Elementary School.

*Shawn and Sharyl Kelsch celebrated
the mV;rriage of their daughter, Megan, to N E W s F R U M T H E P E W 5
Taylor Frantz. PrOUd grandparents ReVS. Let’s celebrate our members and their events! Send news to

Ray and Wendy Miles officiated the June the Church Office for publication in a future Bell.
28 ceremony at Columbia Country Club.

*Did you see the August 18 News Trib-
une article featuring Georgia Griffith?
The article highlighted Georgia’s inspiration for and work at the Feed JC Community Garden
shared with sister church, Community Christian.

*Lily Foutes, a senior at Calvary Lutheran High School, serves as Student Government
President there. Way to go, Lily! In addition, Lily, her sister Sydney, and fellow FCC youth
Grayson Gibson, were featured in the dress code video on the school’s website.

*Congratulations to Dylan and Hannah Schatz on the healthy arrival of their twins, Amelia
Lynn and Oliver Michael, born August 19. Mom and babies are doing well. Proud grandpar-
ents, Jeff and Gretchen Huedepohl, are smitten!

*Kudos to Terri LIoyd who recently published a three-volume set of method books for learning
to play the piano and sightsing. Designed for beginners age 9 and up, the set features a
chordal approach to learning to play, enabling students to create simple accompaniments to
songs. The series, “Sing and Play” is available on Amazon.

*Hats off to freshman Emma Mann who earned a place on the Junior Varsity volleyball team
at Jefferson City High School. Go, Emma!

Please send celebrations to the Church Office for publication in a future
Bell. Let's celebrate the good things happening to our members!




Are You Called to FCC cesumes o
Leadership? B OO0 k September 4, 2025

The FCC Leadership Development Team is ST U DY

seeking faithful individuals to serve as mem-

bers of the Administrative Board, Ministry Join us for our weekly
Board, and Personnel Committee, as well as book study.
Elders and Deacons, for 2026. These posi-

tions are vital to the spiritual health, govern-

ance, and care of our church community, and Thursdays

we invite you to discern if God might be call-
ing you to this important work. @ 12:30 PM

If you are interested in volunteering your time FCC Activities
and talent in any of these roles, please con- Room

tact Jonathon Prouty at 314-537-4861

or jprouty@hancockprouty.com.

Contact the Church Office with questions.
All are welcome to participate.

September Birthdays

Benjamin Huedepohl 3 Margaret Buddemeyer 14 Bob Jordan * 26
Jim Wells 4 Bill Fallert 15 Ann Littlefield 27
Steven Claycomb 4 Kay Newberry 17 Stan Humphreys 29
Taylor Mann 6 Willadean Jackson 19 Kathy Dunwiddie 30
Bruce Wibberg 9 Shawn Kelsch 20

Sherry Anderson 11 Matthew Woodson 23 .
Otis Baker 13 Sherry Jordan 25

Sally Robuck 14 Dustin Kuebler 25

September Anniversaries

Carolyn & Richard Green 9/3

Cecile Landrum & Stephen Waters 9/15
William & Gabee Fallert 9/19
Gretchen & Jeff Huedepohl 9/29



mailto:jprouty@hancockprouty.com

Food Pantry Fun

Thank you so much for giving of your time, talent, and treasure for the food pantry. Neighbors
tell me weekly that they are thankful for the food our food pantry provides. They also comment
on how warm and welcoming our church is!

Over the last few weeks, | have been discussing with others how to improve our food selection.
Neighbors were surveyed about items that they use on a weekly basis but do not see at the
food pantry such as flour, oil, and salt. These items tend not to be in our weekly food donations
because they are in such high demand at stores.

With that idea in mind, we are going to start requesting staple items on a monthly basis. We
will ask for specific items that you can pick up while you are doing your own shopping. | will
make a schedule to put in the Bell and the announcements. On the last Sunday of the month, |
would like to bring the items collected to the front of the
church to be blessed. Church members will be blessed by
giving, and neighbors will be blessed by receiving.

For the month of September, the food pantry is requesting
donations of vegetable oil, salt, and pepper. There will
a grocery cart by the office to place donations.

Shalom,

Brenda

Kitchen Remodel Meeting

On Sunday, September, 28 at 2:00 in the activi-
ties room there will be a vision/

brainstorming session on the topic, How could
an updated kitchen enhance the mission of

the church? If you have an interest in this topic
please come and let us know what you are
thinking. If you hold a leadership position or just
have a passion for cooking we want to

hear your ideas. This is a "big picture" session!




NEW SEASON OF “REDUCE, REUSE

AND RECYCLE!”

The Green Team begins our fall season in the Library after church September 14. Join us if you are
interested in helping other to “Reduce, Reuse and Recycle” and other ways to become better stewards
of the earth. Meanwhile take a look at this list of shocking things about our Stuff.

We use only about 20% of our clothes — the rest just sits in our closets.

e The average home has 300,000 items — most of them are rarely used.

e Americans spend $1.2 trillion annually on non-essential goods -stuff we don’t really need

e Toys have increased by 500% in the last 50
years — yet kids play with just a handful.

e Only 5.9% of plastic waste is recycled — the
rest ends up in landfills or oceans.

e Storage units in the U.S. could fit every per-
son in the country - and they’re still growing.

o We throw away 81 pounds of clothing per
person per year — a hidden cost of fast fashion.

o Electronic waste is growing three times
faster than any other type of waste — old EW

e 25% of people with two-car garages can’t
park in them — because of too much clutter.

e Decluttering reduces stress — too much stuff
can overwhelm us.
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Green Team
FCC JCMO
Psalm 8 & 24:1-2

have you been? | haven't seen you around here much."

United States for a while, went to a couple of base-
ball games, and the mall - that kind of stuff. How about
you?"

church, church, church..."

A one-dollar bill met a twenty-dollar bill and said, "Hey, where

The twenty answered, "I've been hanging out at casinos,

went on a cruise, did the rounds of the ship, then back to the jOKE'
: e, | !

The one-dollar bill said, "You know, same old, same old...

\ /




* Volunteer as a mentor!

EAST SCHOOL + FCC
MENTORSHIP PROGRAM:

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
\ Custom Canvas
How you can help: — HEALS—
» Assist with background check sign-ups for volunteers POV
« Coordinate with the school contact regarding mentoring — Su rvivor Art G a I Iery
needs ey
« Assess volunteer availability and align it with the school's = & Art Thel'a py WO rkShop

needs
Free workshops & supplies for survivors

2nd Thursday of September, October & November

J—— ottoDaenD Gallery Exhibition
uestions? lease reach out to Dawn Dunn
713-876-7227 ] October 10 - November17
dawnaylordunn@gmail.com i
First Christian Church, Jefferson City, MO

| Contact Rebecca: 573-469-0033 [Eliz:[E]
Message Bex CustomCanvas E

on Facebook

Homecoming 2025

Join us on Homecoming Sunday, September 21, for food, fellowship, and fun. Pulled pork
and desserts will be provided. Bring a salad or casserole to share.

Please RSVP through the church office, or in the Gathering Area after worship services.

Activities include:

e Dessert auction HOMECOMING SUNDAY

e Silent auction will conclude Su nday, Se ptem ber 21

e Photo Op: Update your Carry-in dinner after Worship Service

directory photo

Games for kids and kids at ¥ 1 Please
® Sames 10r Kids an IdS a
heart RSVP

Free-will offering accepted.

Bring a side dish and come join the FUN!

>




Stewardship Update

During a recent Stewardship Committee meeting, it was noted, that to many in the congregation,
the Summary Quarterly Statements we have been publishing in the Bell, are not meaningful. After
some discussion, member Rev. Ray Miles, indicated he had a narrative format that might be more
meaningful. Included with this article is a financial statement for the first 6 months of 2025, in a
narrative format. Please review it and provide your feedback on the format and any improvements
that might be added. Of course if you have any questions please contact the church office or me.

Our first 6 months have been very positive and I'm grateful to everyone for being so generous with
your financial resources. We will begin our budget process for the 2026 budget year soon. The
time definitely moves faster each year.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Financial Report
For period ending June 30, 2025

INCOME:

From PLEDGES and non-pledged giving

From cash giving such as Noisy Offering, and
unidentified Individuals

From Unrestricted Funds Donated in prior years

From Facitlities Rentals, Interest earned, Special
fund raising events, and other income

Total Funds Received

EXPENSES:

PEOPLE:

full-tme Staff who plan, organize, lead, and perform
pastoral care for the church family

Who support the ministries of the church and perform
administrative/maintainance tasks

MISSION:

that support outreach to the Food Pantry, our part-
nership with East School, our work with housing
and shelter needs, as well as, other community
ministries

WORSHIP:

that team, which is the most visible, that oversees
the worship experience including setting, our
music program, and special worship sevice plan-
ing and implementation. This includes supplies as
well as, stipends for volunteer leadership.

CHRSTIAN EDUCATION AND OTHER PROGRAMS:
monies spent are used primarily for materials and
supplies. These teams use fewer fiscal resources

and rely on volunteer efforts and donated supplies.

OPERATING EXPENSES:

cost of utilities insurance , supplies and building
maintenance plus office supplies and equipment
support.

TOTAL EXPENSES

$ 242,138.00

8 2,516.00
$ 64,827.00

$ 34,078.00

$ 343,559.00

$ 120,830.00

$ 31,366.00

$ 21,316.00

$ 13,562.00

S 648.00

$ 89,898.00

$ 277,620.00

Over/under 6/30/2024
$2,000 Increase over last year

$790 less than last year
$9,800 increase over last year

$6,000 increase over last year

$17, 187 increase over last year

$4,000 increase over last year

$7,100 less than last year

$1,500 less than last year

$4,300 less than last year

$470 less than last year

$10,500 increase over last year

$26,500 less than year



Please Pray for OUR CHURCH FAMILY

Brooks Jarrett, brother of Annie Jarrett
Greg Maire, friend of Sharon Gonder
Coty Saylor

Don Miller

Wendy Miles

Sharyl Kelsch

Janice Coffman-Elizabeth’s Mother
John Oehring, son of Mae Oehring
The family of Juanita Dietle as they
mourn her passing.

The family of Janice Gentile as they
mourn her passing.

Dianna Payne on the passing of her
father.

The family of Elaine West as they mourn
her passing.

Please call the office at 573-636-5157 or
email at fccjcmooffice@gmail.com if you
would like continued prayers.

Items will be removed after 4 weeks unless asked
to continue.

Our Members in Care Centers

HEISINGER-1002 WEST MAIN JC MO 65109
WILMA COLLINS
SHIRLEY FERGUSON

LENOIR WOODS 3710 LENOIR ST.
COLUMBIA MO 65201
MARILYN BIESEMEYER

OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS

MARIAM CRADDOCK,
640 Murphy’s Ford Road,
Centertown, MO 65023

Peggy Williamson
915 Winston Dr
Jefferson City, MO 65101

Marilyn Langley
663 Oak Creek St
Jefferson City, MO 65101-5179

OUR OUT-OF-TOWN MEMBERS

BETTY SCHRAMM,
6335 Maurer Rd. Apt 323
Shawnee, KS 66217

BETTY SCHULTE
13458 Burgess,
Riley Township M| 48041

EVA PRATT
3251 Pine Tree Dr. Cabin 16
Columbia, MO 65201
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Rev. Alexis Online Experience:

Rev. Alexis, our minister of online faith formation, is providing two ways to be part of our next
online learning experience: Story Time with Jesus. This four week series begins September
21 and will explore how to read parables and how to responsibly interpret Jesus' parables.

To register, please use the following link: https://forms.gle/PRdyJpGucQdJkDP26

Participants may register to attend on Sundays from 3-4:15 PM Central, Mondays from 6-7:15
PM Central, or as their schedule allows.

Rev. Alexis is happy to respond to questions or to provide assistance in register-
ing: alexisatfcc@gmail.com.

You are welcome to share this information with friends - please do!

This learning experience is made possible
by the generosity of Nanci Gonder through
the Gary Gonder Memorial Fund.

First Christian Church of Jefferson City invites all seekers
to be part of an online learning experience:

STORY TIME WITH JESUS
How might ancient stories help us today?

Two online group options .
from September 21 through - " -

October 13: i

Sundays from 3-4:15 PM
Central - or - K.
Mondays from 6-7:15 PM s
Central —

Contact Rev. Alexis with questions or for registration information:
alexisatfcc@gmail.com

Community Christian Church needs old cellphones, tablets,

laptops and chargers for a ministry project in Tanzania.

Recycle For A Cause




SENIOR MINISTER

Rev. Dr. Michael Dunn
pastor@firstchristianjcmo.org
ASSOCIATE MINISTER

Rev. Heather Patten
heather.fccjcmo@gmail.com
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Sharyl Kelsch
fccjecmooffice@gmail.com

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
Gretchen Huedepohl
Gretchen@firstchristianjcmo.org
BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR

Terri Lloyd
Terri.schenkel.lloyd@gmail.com

FINANCIAL
Finance@firstchristianjcmo.org
CONTACT US AT

327 East Capitol Avenue
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
Phone: 573-636-5157
firstchristianjcmo.org

f Login with Facebook

www.facebook.com/fccjcmo/

AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES:
Please contact Rev. Michael Dunn
at 713-447-5954.

For non-emergency church-related
items after working hours, Monday
thru Thursday, 8AM to 5PM, we have
an answering machine. Please feel
freeto call the church (573-636-
5157) atany time and leave a mes-
sage.

NOTE: IF YOU LEAVE A MESSAGE
ON THE ANSWERING MACHINE
ON FRIDAY, SATURDAY, OR SUN-
DAY, IT WILL NOT BE CHECKED
UNTIL MONDAY MORNING.
THANK YOU.

The next Church Bell will be
sent September 20, 2025
(Articles are due by noon

the Friday before)

MOBILE GIVING
-TEXT 4842368 TO

715-803-4772

-DOWNLOAD THE
"GIVERS APP"

Zoom Meeting Room meeting ID is 2202286773.
If you need the password, please contact the
church office at 573-636-5157 or one of our
leaders. To join in on our free conference calls, dial
(716) 427-1083 and enter access code 444928.
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We are a Green Chalice Congregation
"’ﬂ ' " focused on creating a more sustainable

<> environment both within First Christian
Church, Jefferson City, MO and in the wider

Who Are We? We call ourselves Disciples,
a community of believers who follow Jesus by Worshiping God,
Growing in Faith, Serving our Community.
Bound to each other in Christ’s love,
we discover our life together through sharing life with the world.

You may give online at firstchristianjcmo.org/donate

Mid-America Updates:
Disciples News Service Updates:

WEBSITES YOU NEED TO STAY CONNECTED

http://www.mid-americadisciples.org/newsletter-signup/
http://disciples.org/dns/subscribe-to-dns/
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