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 Love Wins 

This Sunday is Homecoming Sunday at First Christian Church, 
and I can’t think of a better theme for the day than this simple 
truth: love wins. 

Homecoming is a time to celebrate where we’ve been and to look 
forward to where God is leading us. We remember the saints who 
shaped this congregation with their faith and generosity. We give 
thanks for the ways God has been present in our joys and strug-
gles. And we gather—some who have been here every Sunday 
for years, others returning after a while away, and still others who 
may be visiting for the very first time—to share in the warmth of 
fellowship and the power of worship. 

 

What holds it all together? Love. 

The love of God that has carried this congregation through generations. 

The love of Christ that welcomes us home, no matter how long we’ve been gone. 

The love of the Spirit that continues to bind us together and send us out in service. 

 

In a world where so much seems divided, where wins and losses are measured in 
power and control, we bear witness to a different story: love wins. Love wins when 
forgiveness is offered, when kindness is shared, when strangers are welcomed, 
when neighbors are cared for, and when the Good News of Jesus is lived out in the 
world. 

As we gather this Homecoming Sunday, I hope you’ll feel that truth deep in your 
bones—that no matter who you are, where you’ve been, or what you’re carrying, you 
belong here. You are part of this family of faith. And together, we’ll keep telling and 
living the good news that God’s love never fails, never ends, and always wins. 

 

See you Sunday—come home, and bring a friend. 

Peace, 

 

Michael  



Associate Minister’s Thoughts 

Dear FCC JCMO family, 

As your Associate Minister, one of my “specialty areas” is Christian Formation. Another 
word for that might be discipleship. If we are disciples or followers of Jesus Christ, what 
does that actually look like in our everyday lives? Michael Foss, in his book Power Surge, 
reminds us that discipleship is not about checking boxes; it’s about shaping our lives 
around practices that keep us close to God and one another. He names six “marks of dis-
cipleship” that can guide us: 
 
 Daily Prayer keeps us rooted in God’s presence, reminding us that every moment can 

be holy. 
 
 Weekly Worship draws us into the rhythm of grace, gathering us around Word and Ta-

ble so we can be renewed and sent back into the world. 
 
 Bible Reading connects us with God’s story, shaping the way we see ourselves and 

our neighbors. 
 
 Serving reminds us that faith is active, expressed in acts of love both within the church 

and beyond. 
 
 Nurturing Relationships helps us grow in community, encouraging one another and 

reflecting God’s care. 
 
 Giving of time, talents, and resources becomes a practice of trust and joy, rooted in 

God’s abundance. 
 
Each of us may find that one or two of these marks come naturally, while others take 
more intention. But together, they give us a framework for living as disciples of Jesus in a 
way that is steady, grounded, and life-giving. 
 
There are many ways to plug in at FCC JCMO that can help you grow in these six marks. 
You might strengthen your Bible reading practice by joining our weekly Bible Study group 
on Wednesdays or by checking out a Sunday School class. If it’s the practice of serving 
that you need to develop, we’ve got the Food Pantry, the East School partnership, or of-
fering your time in a leadership role within the church. If you’d like to build some relation-
ships, we’re starting another round of Fellowship Feasts, which are small groups that 
meet monthly for a shared meal. 
 
As we approach Homecoming Sunday and think about getting 
back into the rhythm of church life, I invite you to pause and 
ask: Which of these marks is already shaping my daily life? 
And where might God be nudging me to grow more deeply? 
 
With love, 
 
Rev. Heather 
 
 



MUSIC and WORSHIP – Gretchen Huedepohl, Director of Music 

Both Chancel Choir and Jubillant Sound Handbells are already hard at work preparing mu-
sic to be shared in this new musical year.  We happily boast new members to our ensem-
bles!  New ringers to the bell choir are Laurie Janeczko and Lura McAllister.   
Joining the ranks of Chancel Choir are Lisa Coday, Joyce Wagner, Phil Hoyle, and Randy 
Stickney.  I am so grateful both to our choirs’ directors and members who recruit new musi-
cians to involve in this important ministry.  Each person and voice makes a difference and 
strengthens our church family! 
 

As we celebrate Homecoming this Sunday the Jubilant Sound Handbells will offer a prelude 
based on the hymn, “Christians, We Have Met to Worship.”  The anthem to be shared by 
Chancel Choir is an arrangement of the hymn ,”How Firm a Foundation,” featuring two pia-
nists on accompaniment.  Trumpeter Dan McClard adds to our congregational song.  All in 
all this will be a great Sunday to attend; invite a friend to join you!   
 

In preparation for Sunday’s service which looks back at how the past has led us to where 
we now are, give some thought to these questions:  “Which past member (or event) within 
the congregation helped shape your faith journey at this place?”  “Who (or what) within the 
congregation is bearing witness to you now in word or deed?”  “What do you pray for for 
this congregation in the future that might strengthen your relationship with God, lead some-
one else to Christ, or extend our reach beyond our physical walls?”  These are the kinds of 
questions a faith family needs to ask of itself from time to time to begin forming a vision of 
where it believes the Lord of the Church may be leading it.  As we praise the God of the 
past, the present, and the future, may what we do bring glory to Him alone! 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  The Sam B. Cook Memorial Organ Concert is scheduled for 

Sunday, November 2, at 4:00 p.m. in our sanctuary, with a reception to follow.  This year’s 

concert organist, Nathan Laube, performed for us several years ago and was phenome-

nal.  We are excited to host him once again as he’s one of the world’s premier organists!   

 



 

5 BEST REASONS TO JOIN CHOIR. 

1. It's your personal ministry  

2. It's great for your brain and body 

3. It's social. Good friends meet in choir 

4. It's for everyone. Novice or professional  

5. It's just fun! 

Did you see the recent News Tribune feature on 
the Rebel Rousers?  Nike Thompson is the 
band’s bass player.  Nike Thompson and John 
Howland and a former FCC financial secretary, 
Connie Bond, were also recently pictured perform-
ing music for residents of JC Manor.  Music is a 
GIFT meant to be shared and meaningful both to 
the performer and the listeners.  Keep it up, Nike 
and John! 
 

Leroy and Frances Benton boast a new hand-

some great-grandson, Theodore.  They’d proudly 

share his photo if you ask!  Congratulations on this 

latest addition to your family!  

Darcy Patten was cast as Alice in Fulton High 

School’s production of The Addams Family.  She 

also made Northeast District Honor Choir this past 

weekend! 



Karla Denny 1 

Nanci Gonder 3 

Christie Lambert 4 

Carol Andris 7 

Stephen Foutes 7 

Cooper Sims 8 

Marilyn Biesemeyer 9 

Shelley Dawson  9 

Deanna McKay 13 

Katherine Best 13 

Donna Lynch 15 

Morris Woodruff 19 

Ray Miles  19 

Edwin Patten 20 

Claude Hawkins   24 

Joy Foster    30 

Suzy Johnston   30 

Lois Alexander   31 

Judy Nienhueser   31 

October Anniversaries 

Allie & Steven Claycomb    10/1 

Heather & Ira Patten     10/5 

Dana & Leah Johnson     10/8 

Brenda & Terry Ruff     10/15 

Charlotte Middleton & Gerald Massman   10/17 

Ashley & Shaun Crisp     10/20 

Charles & Melanie Highland    10/28 

October Birthdays 

Reconciliation Ministry Spe-

cial Offering October 5 

The Reconciliation Ministry  

Special Offering is received 

each year in congregations on 

the last Sunday in September 

and the first Sunday in October 

(in solidarity with World Com-

munion Sunday).  Funds generated by this special emphasis are used throughout the year to 

provide grants to ministries and congregations actively developing and implementing  programs 

that promote our Church’s Pro-Reconciliation and Anti-Racist identity.  These programs and ef-

forts seek to reveal, re-educate, and remove systemic and structural barriers in our communi-

ties that serve to deny the image of God and human thriving based on race. 

Your gifts to Reconciliation Ministry strengthens our Church’s witness to God’s unending love 

for all of humanity.  With your generosity, leaders, communities, and our congregations are be-

ing equipped to witness to God’s love and justice in all times and in every season.  The time is 

always ripe to stand up for justice to ensure that all of God’s children are treated equita-

bly.  Thank you for joining us on this journey through your generosity. 



Food Pantry Fun 

Thank you for your prayers and donations of time, talent, and treasures! 

Thanks to you, we were able to serve 86 households with a total of 191 

members on September 2, 2025 and 95 households with a total of 268 

members on September 9, 2025.  

According to Feeding America's annual Map the Meal Gap study, 1 in 7 

people overall experience food insecurity, 100 % of U.S. counties experience food insecurity, 

and 1 in 5 children in Missouri faces hunger. Food insecurity is a consistent lack of enough 

food to live a healthy, active life.  

September is Hunger Action Month and the First Christian Church Food Pantry, in partnership 

with The Food Bank for Central & Northeast Missouri, needs your help. It takes many hands—

including yours—to make sure every person facing hunger gets the food they need. We can 

end hunger when we all work together. Prayerfully, consider how you might use your time, tal-

ents, and treasure to ensure all of our neighbors have enough. 

For the month of September, the food pantry is requesting donations of vegetable oil, salt, and 

pepper. There will be a grocery cart by the office to place donations. 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

mind… You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Matthew 22:34-39  

 What a Night!  

The East School Block Party was a wonderful success—thanks to our incredible volunteers! 

From set-up to clean-up, greeting guests, serving food, and running games, you made it all possi-

ble. 

We are deeply grateful for your time, energy, and smiles. Because of you, our community en-

joyed a night full of fun and lasting memories.  

Upcoming Events 

East School Trunk or Treat 

Friday, October 31 | Gates open at 12:30 PM | Students arrive at 1:00 PM 

Want to join the fun? Decorate your trunk and pass out candy for the students—or, if decorating 

isn’t your thing, you can still help by donating candy! 

Candy donations can be left at the church office.  Prefer to make a donation? Your monetary gift 

allows us to purchase candy in bulk using our tax-exempt status. 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

Tuesday, October 28 & Thursday, October 30 | 3:00–7:00 PM 

We need 2–3 volunteers each evening to distribute East School t-shirts to students as a thank-

you for attending. 

Please reach out to Dawn Dunn with any questions or for additional information.  



Kitchen Remodel Meeting 
 
On Sunday, September, 28 at 2:00 in the 

activities room there will be a vision/

brainstorming session on the topic, How 

could an updated kitchen enhance the 

mission of the church? If you have an in-

terest in this topic please come and let us 

know what you are thinking. If you hold a 

leadership position or just have a passion 

for cooking we want to hear your ideas. 

This is a "big picture" session!  

Are you interested in joining a Fellowship Feast group?  These are groups who 

meet one time each month for food and fellowship.   

You can select “adult only” or “family friendly.”  You can also decide between eating 

in someone’s home or eating 

at a restaurant. 

These will run from October 

thru April. 

Does this sound like a good 

way to plug into your church 

family?   

If so, complete the form 

found at this link.   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLSc_bWt2aOJKGxiRhhcW6Ca-LEjcz8bcKA6z_NzDMfAAeR3xow/viewform?

usp=sharing&ouid=112895821169164504904  

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc_bWt2aOJKGxiRhhcW6Ca-LEjcz8bcKA6z_NzDMfAAeR3xow/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=112895821169164504904
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc_bWt2aOJKGxiRhhcW6Ca-LEjcz8bcKA6z_NzDMfAAeR3xow/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=112895821169164504904
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc_bWt2aOJKGxiRhhcW6Ca-LEjcz8bcKA6z_NzDMfAAeR3xow/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=112895821169164504904




NEWS FROM MALAWI 

In January we began an exciting new international Mission project with a newly formed 

group of Christians in northern Malawi. Ipyana prayer house was the result of evangelism 

efforts on the part of a congregation of people near Ifumbo. 

 I recently received correspondence from Pastor Kondwani Nyika, and want to share infor-

mation from our Christian partners in northern Malawi. The following information comes 

from back-and-forth texting via WHASAPP. 

The attached photo, which is a few years old, shows Rev Nyika and family, who live in 

Ifumbo. His wife, Lucy Patricia teaches primary school at Ifumbo. Their son is Vitumbiko, 

and daughter is Praise. Both kids were born in regional hospitals 50 or so miles away. 

This is somewhat atypical for those who live in this remote region, which is considered by 

some to be in Tanzania, not Malawi. 

Ifumbo, is not a town per se as we might envision, but cluster of several hundred small 

structures, mostly homes, in a one square mile sparsely vegetated area alongside the Ka-

seye River. There is a health center; however, it is simply a roofed structure with a nurse 

who operates the facility and distributes the essentials like Band-Aids, Neosporin, and Ty-

lenol. There is a district hospital in Chitipa, population 17,000, 12 miles away by dirt road; 

however, automobiles are somewhat rare. 

Each Sunday the Ipyana prayer house averages 105 attendees. This includes Sunday 

school. Since Rev Nyika oversees 9 different vestries (prayer houses) he does not preach 

at Ipyana every week. In the absence of an ordained pastor, the elders are responsible for 

conducting Sunday morning worship. When Rev Nyika needs to travel from his home in 

Ifumbo to one of his vestries, 5 to 10 miles, he does so on a motorbike which belongs to 

the “congregation”, which is made up of the 9 individual vestries. Again, no paved roads. 

At present the prayer house/church does not have benches or seating. They sit on the 

floor or stand during worship. There is no source of 

water at the church site. Neither is there electricity, 

but they are on a list to receive electric power in the 

future.  

When asked about the congregation’s most pressing 

needs, they identified steel door frames, steel window 

frames, and perhaps an electronic keyboard . 

Clearly life is different between our two church fami-

lies, but the same spirit lives within us. All of Rev Nyi-

ka’s communications include questions about our 

congregation, as he offers thanks and blessings to 

FCC for our support and prayers. 

 

John Howland,  Chair of Missions Team 



Please Pray for OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

Brooks Jarrett, brother of Annie Jarrett 
Greg Maire, friend of Sharon Gonder 

Coty Saylor 

Don Miller 
Wendy Miles 
Sharyl Kelsch 
Janice Coffman-Elizabeth’s Mother 
John Oehring, son of Mae Oehring 
The family of Shirley Ferguson as they 
mourn her passing. 
Bob Murphy 
Alan Nelson 

Colt Shock, friend of Nanci Gonder 
The family of Elaine West as they mourn 
her passing. 
 
Please call the office at 573-636-5157 or 
email at fccjcmooffice@gmail.com if you 
would like continued prayers.   
 
Items will be removed after 4 weeks unless asked 
to continue.   

 
Our Members in Care Centers 

HEISINGER-1002 WEST MAIN JC MO 65109 
WILMA COLLINS 

 

 LENOIR WOODS 3710 LENOIR ST. 
COLUMBIA MO 65201 

MARILYN BIESEMEYER 

 

OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS 

 
MARIAM CRADDOCK,  

640 Murphy’s Ford Road, 
Centertown, MO 65023 

 
Peggy Williamson 
915 Winston Dr 

Jefferson City, MO 65101   
 

Marilyn Langley 

663 Oak Creek St 

Jefferson City, MO 65101-5179 

 

 

OUR OUT-OF-TOWN MEMBERS 

 
BETTY SCHRAMM, 

6335 Maurer Rd. Apt 323 
Shawnee, KS 66217 

 

BETTY SCHULTE 

13458 Burgess,  

Riley Township MI 48041 

    

EVA PRATT 

3251 Pine Tree Dr. Cabin 16 

Columbia, MO 65201 

 

 

mailto:fccjcmooffice@gmail.com


Starting Next Week: Story Time with Jesus Small Group 
 
It’s not too late to register to be part of the Storytime with Jesus small online group experi-
ence. 
This four week series begins September 21 and will explore how to read parables and how to 
responsibly interpret Jesus' parables. Due to the start date, you are encouraged to RSVP by 
Friday, September 19.  
 
To register, please use the following link: https://forms.gle/PRdyJpGucQdJkDP26 

Participants may register to attend on Sundays from 3-4:15 PM Central, Mondays from 6-
7:15 PM Central, or as their schedule allows. 
 
I am  happy to respond to questions or to provide assistance in registering: alex-
isatfcc@gmail.com. You are welcome to share this information with friends - please do! 

This learning experience is made possible by 
the generosity of Nanci Gonder through the 
Gary Gonder Memorial Fund. 
 
With You on the Journey, 
Rev. Alexis 

Contact Dawn Dunn or the Church 

Office for more information.   

 

Candy will be accepted at the 

Church Office.   

https://forms.gle/PRdyJpGucQdJkDP26
mailto:alexisatfcc@gmail.com
mailto:alexisatfcc@gmail.com


SENIOR MINISTER 
Rev. Dr. Michael Dunn 
pastor@firstchristianjcmo.org 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

Rev. Heather Patten 
heather.fccjcmo@gmail.com 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Sharyl Kelsch 
fccjcmooffice@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY 
Gretchen Huedepohl 
Gretchen@firstchristianjcmo.org 

BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR 
Terri Lloyd 
Terri.schenkel.lloyd@gmail.com 

FINANCIAL 
Finance@firstchristianjcmo.org 

CONTACT US AT 
327 East Capitol Avenue 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101 
Phone:  573-636-5157 
firstchristianjcmo.org 
 
 
 
 
 
www.facebook.com/fccjcmo/ 
 

WEBSITES YOU NEED TO STAY CONNECTED 
 

Mid-America Updates:  http://www.mid-americadisciples.org/newsletter-signup/ 
Disciples News Service Updates:  http://disciples.org/dns/subscribe-to-dns/ 

Who Are We? We call ourselves Disciples,  
a community of believers who follow Jesus by Worshiping God,  

Growing in Faith, Serving our Community.  
Bound to each other in Christ’s love, 

we discover our life together through sharing life with the world. 

AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES:  
Please contact Rev. Michael Dunn 
at 713-447-5954.   
 
For non-emergency church-related 
items after working  hours, Monday 
thru Thursday, 8AM to 5PM, we have 
an answering machine.   Please feel  
free to  call  the  church (573-636-
5157) at any time and leave a mes-
sage.   
 
NOTE: IF YOU LEAVE A  MESSAGE 
ON THE ANSWERING MACHINE 
ON  FRIDAY, SATURDAY, OR SUN-
DAY, IT WILL NOT BE CHECKED 
UNTIL MONDAY MORNING.  
THANK YOU. 
 

The next Church Bell will be 
sent October 1, 2025 

(Articles are due by noon  
the Friday before) 

 
 

You may give online at firstchristianjcmo.org/donate 

Zoom Meeting Room meeting ID is 2202286773.  

If you need the password, please contact the 

church office at 573-636-5157 or one of our       

leaders. To join in on our free conference calls, dial 

(716) 427-1083 and enter access code 444928. 

We are a Green Chalice Congregation    

focused on creating a more sustainable  

environment both within First Christian 

Church, Jefferson City, MO and in the wider 

community. 
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