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 A Sacred Farewell: August 7 at Arlington National Cemetery 

 
By the time you read this, Dawn, Hollis, and I will be in Washington, D.C., joining Caleb, Madeleine, 
and Grace to lay my dad’s remains to rest at Arlington National Cemetery. We’ll also be reunited 
with my three brothers and their families, along with 15 members of our extended family traveling 
from Oregon—where my dad spent much of his life—including my aunt and all of her children and 
grandchildren. 

Col. Hollis T. Dunn, USMCR, will receive a full military honors funeral. This means he will be ac-
companied by an escort platoon, a Marine Corps band, a casket team, a firing party, and a bugler. 
His service to our country will be recognized with the dignity and respect due someone who gave 
so much. After the service, we’ll gather at a nearby restaurant for a reception and time to be togeth-
er. 

As I reflect on my dad and this moment, I find myself grateful—not only for the honor of this burial 
but also for the opportunity for our whole family to be together. That alone feels like a blessing. It’s 
exactly what my dad would have wanted: all of us under one roof, sharing stories, laughing, re-
membering, and eating good food. 

There’s a lot about my dad that I’m proud of. He served our country with distinction as a U.S. Ma-
rine, completing three tours in Vietnam. He was promoted to Major in the field—a rare and hard-
earned recognition. 

But what I’m most proud of is the man he was. He showed me what a good man looks like, espe-
cially in how he cared for his family. When my parents in divorced in 1988, after a ten year separa-
tion, my dad voluntarily shared half of his income and retirement with my mom until the day she 
died in 2020. I asked him once why he did that, and he simply said, “She raised you four boys—she 
earned it. It just felt like the right thing to do.” That answer says most everything about who he was. 

There’s something else I think to share—something deeply personal. I feel like I received my dad’s 
blessing, a precious gift. While we saw the world very differently and had our share of challenging 
conversations, we could talk about those differences with honesty and respect (and without losing 
our proverbial … um … cool). I felt he held me in high esteem. I believe he was proud of me—of 
the life I’ve built and the calling I’ve followed. I carry that with me now as a source of comfort and 
peace. 

So, to offer a toast: Here’s to having something to hang on to. Thanks be to God. 

 
The burial service will be held on Thursday, August 7, at 9:00 AM (Eastern Time) and will be 
Livestreamed. If you’d like to watch it, you can do so at the following link: 

https://my.anc.media/4maCHAT 

I’m so grateful to be walking through life and ministry with you, the people of First Christian Church. 
Thank you for your prayers, your care, and your love. It means more than I can say. 

Michael 

 

https://my.anc.media/4maCHAT


Associate Minister’s Thoughts 

How Would Jesus Jam? (And Would You Join Him?) 

At this year’s Disciples of Christ General Assembly, I stumbled into a workshop I just 
couldn’t resist: “How Would Jesus Jam?” The title made me laugh—but what I discovered 
was something deeply moving and full of possibility. 

The presenters shared about a simple ministry they’ve been doing in their church: once a 
week, they open the doors for a gospel music jam session. People show up with guitars, 
banjos, fiddles, drums—or just their voices. Some are seasoned musicians; others are 
total beginners. They gather in a circle and spend about 40–45 minutes just playing and 
singing together. Then they pause for a short reflection (not a sermon—just a word of en-
couragement and hope), share some snacks, and then pick up their instruments and sing 
some more. 

There’s no performance, no pressure, “no showboating,” and no expectations—just a 
bunch of people making a joyful noise and sharing in the Spirit. Some come every week. 
Some drop in when they can. Some just come to listen and tap their toes. All are wel-
come. 

As I sat there listening to them talk, I found myself thinking: We could do that. And more 
than that—I want to do that. 

So here’s my question: would you be interested in helping start something like this at FCC 
JCMO? 

We’d begin simply, maybe with a trial run or two, and see where the Spirit leads. I’d love 
to gather a few folks to help dream and plan—musicians, singers, listeners, snack-
bringers, encouragers, and spiritual cheerleaders. You don’t need to be a professional or 
even particularly confident—just willing to show up and try. 

I already dusted off my mom’s old autoharp and 
started practicing! I have a first set list started and 
some ideas about how to structure our time. What I 
need now is…you. If this stirs something in your  
spirit, please reach out to me. Let’s see what hap-
pens when we open the doors and invite people to 
come as they are and make music together. 

Because honestly? I know Jesus showed up to jam 
with us at the Assembly, and I can't wait to see how 
he'll show up here, too! 

Rev. Heather 



Common Ground...Kindness at a Glance 

Did you know... 

 Common Ground helps clients obtain a copy of their birth certificate or an ID?  This 

helps with  securing housing and employment. 

 Common Ground passes out bus passes to help JC residents get to work, doctor’s    

appointments or other locations. 

 Common Ground will provide gas vouchers to help with getting to and from work or to 

out of town doctor’s appointments. 

 Common Ground passes out furniture vouchers to help with furnishing the houses built 

by Habitat for Humanity, 

 Common Ground offers rental assistance to help JC residents remain in their homes. 

 Common Ground helps with utility assistance to keep lights and heat/air conditioning 

working, especially in the summer and winter. 

FCC refers people to Common Ground when they arrive here with needs we cannot meet.  

Common Ground is funded by donations and staffed with volunteers.  They are hosting a 

Trivia Night on September 12 at First United Methodist Church.  Please consider participat-

ing.  

BJC Fellows Program 

Rev. Alexis Engelbrect has been selected to participate in the BJC Fellows Seminar.  She is one 

of 14 that were chosen to participate in this event.  

The 2025 BJC Fellows are in Colonial Williamsburg, Va., this week for a five-day seminar, which is 

led by BJC staff, legal scholars, theologians, Baptist historians, and Colonial Williamsburg’s own 

historical interpreters. BJC Fellows will engage in conversations about history as well as the latest 

developments in the religious free-

dom landscape, all while sharing 

from their own experiences and 

community contexts.  

“As we mark the 10th anniversary of 

the BJC Fellows Program, these 

young professionals are a powerful 

reminder of what can happen when 

we invest in emerging leaders who 

are committed to justice,” said Dr. 

Sabrina E. Dent, director of the BJC 

Center for Faith, Justice and Reconciliation, which houses the program. “The 2025 BJC Fellows 

represent the future of faith freedom advocacy. Their unique voices and experiences will help 

shape a more inclusive and equitable conversation around religious freedom.”  



We would LOVE to have 

you join us on September 5!  

The East School Block Par-

ty is a time of fellowship 

and excitement between 

FCC and our East School 

families.  This event takes 

lots of volunteers.  Sign up 

to help after church or use 

this link: 

https://forms.gle/

Jqp5ZR1tGjA8D4Qq6 

We hope to see all of you 

there! 



August Anniversaries 

Sue & Mark Snell  August 6 

Kathy & Steve Brown  August 8 

Doug & Cindy VanCamp August 9 

LeRoy & Frances Benton August 14 

 

 

 

 

Morris & Denise Woodruff August 20 

Chris & Marsha Graham August 24 

Tracy & Dan McClard  August 24 

Megan & Joe Andrews  August 28 

 

FCC is Creating a Scripture Wall 

As Christians, we all have some scripture that we cling to.  It is what we go to when we are 

afraid, excited, unsure and thankful.  We would like to have every member of the congregation 

submit their favorite, most meaningful, most relevant scripture to the Church Office.   We will 

then take these scriptures and create a Scripture Wall.  Scriptures will be added and rotated to 

keep the display fresh and relevant.  All you need to do is submit the scripture.  The Church  

Office staff will create a visual to hang on the wall.  Feel free to submit more than one         

scripture.  Please indicate if you would like this to be an anonymous project or if you would like 

to include your name. Thank you for joining us in creating an inspirational wall for everyone to 

use.  



August  

Birthdays 

 

Sharon Gonder 1 

Joyce Wagner 1 

Peri Ann Gulersen 3 

Toni McNeal  4 

Brenda Johnson 5 

Wade Park  5 

Elaine West  6 

Judy Brooks  7 

Rick Naught  7 

Corbin Johnson 9 

Scott Little  10 

Sharyl Kelsch 10 

Linda Sigler  14 

Drew Bell  15 

Selena Jackson 15 

Denise Woodruff 16 

David Avery  16 

Doug VanCamp 16 

Eden Dietle  17 

Dot Baker  20 

Nancy Mormann 21 

Lyle Best  22 

J. T. Yarnell  25 

 

Lauren Eichelberger 

   25 

Brenda Foutes 26 

Stephanie Bell 26 

Sandy Robinson 26 

Marylou Johnson 27 

Susan Vaughn 28 

Laura Avery  28 

 

 

 

We have some very thirsty plants around our Church.  If 

you have the time to come in and water 6 plants weekly, 

please let Rich Green or the Church Office know.  These 

are lovely plants and just need some TLC! 

MISSION JC RETURNS ON OCT 19. 

Mission JC is looking for projects which will help shut-ins. Suggested tasks include: yard clean-

up, light house repair, painting, cleaning, etc . If you know of someone who  is in need of assis-

tance, please share their contact information with the Church Office. We need this information 

ASAP.  

The volunteers will work from 9 to noon on Sunday, October 19th.  It would be helpful to know 

what the need is, estimation of how long the 3 or 4 volunteers will need to finish it, and what 

supplies are needed (bags for leaves, paint brushes, cleaning supplies, etc.). 

Please feel free to contact the Church Office if you have any questions. 

 



Please Pray for OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

Brooks Jarrett, brother of Annie Jarrett 
Greg Maire, friend of Sharon Gonder 

Coty Saylor 

Kay Newberry 

Don Lloyd 

Don Miller 
Wendy Miles 
Sharyl Kelsch 
Janice Coffman-Elizabeth’s Mother 
 

Please call the office at 573-636-5157 or 
email at fccjcmooffice@gmail.com if you 
would like continued prayers.   
 
Items will be removed after 4 weeks unless asked 
to continue.   

Our Members in Care Centers 

HEISINGER-1002 WEST MAIN JC MO 65109 
WILMA COLLINS 

SHIRLEY FERGUSON 
 

 LENOIR WOODS 3710 LENOIR ST. 
COLUMBIA MO 65201 

MARILYN BIESEMEYER 

 

OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS 

 
MARIAM CRADDOCK,  

640 Murphy’s Ford Road, 
Centertown, MO 65023 

 
Peggy Williamson 
915 Winston Dr 

Jefferson City, MO 65101 
 

OUR OUT-OF-TOWN MEMBERS 
BETTY SCHRAMM, 

6335 Maurer Rd. Apt 323 
Shawnee, KS 66217 

 
 

BETTY SCHULTE 

13458 Burgess,  

Riley Township MI 48041 

    

         OPAL ELAINE WEST 

 Brookdale Rosehill Skilled Nursing,  

 Room 115, 12809 Johnson Drive,  

Shawnee, KS 66216 

 

EVA PRATT 

3251 Pine Tree Dr. Cabin 16 

Columbia, MO 65201 

 

Due to ongoing health issues, our Administra-

tive Assistant is unable to be here until 5 each 

day. For that reason, the Church Office will be 

open from 8-3 for the foreseeable future. If 

you are in need of assistance after that time, 

please contact Rev. Michael or Rev. Heather. 

Thank you for understanding.  

mailto:fccjcmooffice@gmail.com


SENIOR MINISTER 
Rev. Dr. Michael Dunn 
pastor@firstchristianjcmo.org 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

Rev. Heather Patten 
heather.fccjcmo@gmail.com 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Sharyl Kelsch 
fccjcmooffice@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY 
Gretchen Huedepohl 
Gretchen@firstchristianjcmo.org 

BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR 
Terri Lloyd 
Terri.schenkel.lloyd@gmail.com 

FINANCIAL 
Finance@firstchristianjcmo.org 

CONTACT US AT 
327 East Capitol Avenue 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101 
Phone:  573-636-5157 
firstchristianjcmo.org 
 
 
 
 
 
www.facebook.com/fccjcmo/ 
 

WEBSITES YOU NEED TO STAY CONNECTED 
 

Mid-America Updates:  http://www.mid-americadisciples.org/newsletter-signup/ 
Disciples News Service Updates:  http://disciples.org/dns/subscribe-to-dns/ 

Who Are We? We call ourselves Disciples,  
a community of believers who follow Jesus by Worshiping God,  

Growing in Faith, Serving our Community.  
Bound to each other in Christ’s love, 

we discover our life together through sharing life with the world. 

AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES:  
Please contact Rev. Michael Dunn 
at 713-447-5954.   
 
For non-emergency church-related 
items after working  hours, Monday 
thru Thursday, 8AM to 5PM, we have 
an answering machine.   Please feel  
free to  call  the  church (573-636-
5157) at any time and leave a mes-
sage.   
 
NOTE: IF YOU LEAVE A  MESSAGE 
ON THE ANSWERING MACHINE 
ON  FRIDAY, SATURDAY, OR SUN-
DAY, IT WILL NOT BE CHECKED 
UNTIL MONDAY MORNING.  
THANK YOU. 
 

The next Church Bell will be 
sent August 20, 2025 

(Articles are due by noon  
the Friday before) 

 
 

You may give online at firstchristianjcmo.org/donate 

Zoom Meeting Room meeting ID is 2202286773.  

If you need the password, please contact the 

church office at 573-636-5157 or one of our       

leaders. To join in on our free conference calls, dial 

(716) 427-1083 and enter access code 444928. 

We are a Green Chalice Congregation    

focused on creating a more sustainable  

environment both within First Christian 

Church, Jefferson City, MO and in the wider 

community. 
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