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The Book of James 

 
Sunday, get ready!  

We’re beginning a series of sermons that will take us through the Book of James. For the next five Sundays 
the Revised Common Lectionary picks up on James for the New Testament reading. Heather and I thought it 
would be interesting to reflect on this book together in worship. Here are the sermons titles and readings and 
a little something about each one:  

Just Do It! – James 1:17-27 

James isn’t the kind of person who would subscribe to the notion that blessings come to those who 
wait. Or that virtue is simply “letting go and letting God.” Instead, James endorses an active faith, and 
assures us that the rewards are great! 

Body and Soul – James 2:1-10, (11-13), 14-17 

Here Paul talks about faith. He asks the hard question, “Can faith save you? If you say you have faith 
but do not have works?” Then he answer himself, “Faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 

Taming the Tongue – James 3:1-12 

Who cannot say that their tongues HAVEN’T gotten them into trouble sometimes. So often we speak 
before we think and not only does that cause pain sometimes, but it also has the potential to disrupt 
the unity in community. But if we can learn to “tame” our tongue, it also has the potential to bring so 
much life!  

The Good Life – James:3:13-4:3, 7-8a 

Whoa! Make sure you read this passage. It’ll sober you up quick. What is the good life and what does 
it require. James indicates that it has to do with “wisdom from above” and deeds done “in gentleness 
born of wisdom.” 

Powerful Prayer – James 5:13-20 

What makes for powerful and effective prayer? James says here that the “prayer of a righteous per-
son is powerful and effective.” 

 

Our sermon series culminates on Homecoming Sunday, on September 29. Make sure you share this with 
others and invite family and friends to join you. We’d love to see them! 

 

Peace, 

 

Rev. Dunn 



Dedication of Arden Rose Claycomb on August 11, 2024.   

Dear FCC JCMO family, 
 
Did you know that I am happy to take requests? It’s true! In worship on August 18, during the Mo-
ment for Young People, I did a “blessing of the backpacks” for students and teachers who would 
be starting a new school year that week. After worship, someone asked if I had a copy of the 
prayer I’d offered at the end. I didn’t, so she sug-
gested that I might put it in the Bell so that every-
one could read it.  
 
Each person received a tag like this to place on 
their bag.  
 
Then we shared this blessing: 
May these tags remind you that God is always 
with you. As you sit and as you stand, as you 
learn and as you play, in every fear and in every 
celebration, may you all know that God, your 
friend, is always there. 
 
Finally, we closed in prayer: 
 
Dear God, 
Thank you for new beginnings. Help us be brave and all have a wonderful year. Help us be kind 
and respectful to our teachers and to our students. Help us look for the best in everybody around 
us. Help us go into this new year full of expectations that it will be good. 
In Jesus' name we pray, Amen. 
 
Indeed, even if we are not starting a new school year ourselves, how 
might our lives change if we decided to greet every new day with the ex-
pectation that it will be good? Seems like it might be worth trying!  
 
Peace, 
Rev. Heather 

WANT TO OWN A BIT OF FCC 
 HISTORY? 
 
We have unearthed 25 metal organ pipes 
from the Wicks organ that was in our sanctu-
ary for 50 years.  These were the only pipes 
salvaged and not re-used or put into the or-
gan builder’s stock when the Quimby Organ 
Company dismantled the Wicks organ to 
make room for our present instrument in 
2008.  The pipes range in size from 9.5-20 
inches tall.  Your choice for $10 each.  Funds 
benefit the music ministry.    
Let Gretchen Huedepohl know if you are in-
terested in purchasing any! 



MUSIC and WORSHIP NOTES 
Gretchen Huedepohl,  

Director of Music 
My heart smiled recently when I saw a Facebook video from Heisinger 
Home sharing a hymn-sing led by one of their residents, accompanied 
by none other than FCC’s own Wilma Collins, pictured here.  (Do you 
notice she has no music in front of her?)  My smile was for a few rea-
sons.   
 

First, it was just so good to “see” Wilma and to hear her playing so 
beautifully.  She is a sweet, kind spirit and I’ve missed having her in the 
choir and seeing her in the pews.  Secondly, when this photo was tak-
en, Wilma had just made the move from her home of over 50 years to 
Heisinger Bluffs. Leaving a home that encompassed a lifetime of mem-
ories shared with a beloved husband and daughter had to be so diffi-
cult!  So, I was happy to see that Wilma jumped into some activities in 
her new “neighborhood” so soon after her transition there.  Lastly, it 

brought me joy to see that she was still engaged in sharing the gift of music – a gift she generously 
shared with FCC for decades as well.   
 

Music is such a precious gift from our Creator.  Robert Doolan writes:  “Music is uniquely wonderful. 
It is incapable of being touched, yet it touches everyone who is capable of hearing sounds. It can 
seemingly evoke any emotion: we instinctively respond to happy tunes, mournful songs, beautiful 
melodies, inspiring anthems, stirring hymns, majestic orchestrations. Every sound we hear fits some-
where on the all-encompassing music scale.”  (Like me, have you ever stopped to figure out what 
pitch your phone, microwave timer, school alarm, or emergency notification from the National 
Weather Service makes?) 
 

Music is special in that it is a gift we can both give and receive, a gift that is as equally appreciated 
by the giver and the receiver of it.  As Wilma has demonstrated, it’s also something we can give and 
receive for a lifetime.  Our physical bodies certainly won’t allow us to play sports nearly as long as 
we might like.  (Even pickleball, the ubiquitous sport-of-the-moment,  boasts a record number of 
injuries and ER visits for middle-aged to older adults.)  Sure, as we age our fingers may not fly as 
fast on the keys, our vocal tone might not be as full as it once was, we may tire much sooner after 
blowing our horn, or we stumble on the words to a musical text more often.  Yet our offering still 
pleases our Creator who Himself rejoices over us with singing (Zephaniah 3:17). 
 

Our Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir are made up of individuals who have been a part of a church 
music ministry at FCC or elsewhere for many, many years – decades in some cases.  Quite a few of 
our singers and ringers have been active in these ensembles since before I arrived at FCC nearly 27 
years ago.  I’m grateful that what they give and receive through making music is still meaningful 
enough for them to sacrifice Wednesday evenings to come together to sing to the Lord, to laugh 
with one another, and to pray together.   
 

If you are in high school or older and love to sing, please consider joining Chancel Choir as we 
begin a new musical season on Wednesday, Sept. 4, at 6:30 p.m. (choir room or sanctuary).  All voic-
ings are welcome, of course!  However, we would especially benefit from the addition of male sing-
ers. Can’t make the leap just yet?  Perhaps joining us in October when we begin work toward the 
December 15 Christmas cantata would be an option.  Feel free to  contact me if you have any ques-
tions or concerns.   
UPCOMING SPECIAL MUSIC IN WORSHIP 

*Sept. 1, 10:00 a.m. – Rev. Heather will share “The Commission,” a contemporary Christian song by 
the group, CAIN, she claims as one of her favorites.   
 

*Sept. 8, 10 a.m. – Chancel Choir reprises an upbeat rendition of the old hymn, “Revive Us Again,” 
arranged by Mark Hayes.  



CHANCEL CHOIR and HAND-
BELL CHOIR REHEARSALS 
BEGIN SOON! 

If you have been thinking you’d like to 
become a part of either of our adult 
music groups, now is a good time to 
become involved!  Weekly rehearsals 
resume Wednesday, Sept. 4, at 6:30 
p.m. and 7:45 p.m. respectively.   
 

For Chancel Choir, the ability to read 
music is helpful, but not essential, if you 
have a good ear and can sing a part in-
dependently.  Recordings of each vocal 
part for each anthem are provid-
ed.  Questions?  Contact Gretchen 
Huedepohl.  The choir’s first time to 
share music in worship is Sept. 8 at 
10:00 a.m. 
 

For Handbell Choir, reading music at a 
high school level is required, as is a 
good sense of rhythm.  If you have 
questions about handbell choir, please 
contact Terri Lloyd.   

Rev. Alan Bailey and 

Community Christian 

Church have challenged 

us to a friendly competi-

tion to see who can do-

nate the most diapers to 

the Capital City Diaper 

Bank. 

Please leave donations 

by the office by  

September 7.    



 

 

Mark Your Calen-

dar - FCC Home-

coming Sunday is 

September 29. 

Plan to join us for 

the chili cook-off, 

lunch, games, and 

other activities 

after the worship 

service. 

 

Food, fellowship, 

fun.  

Scout Troop 333 

The troop is be-

ginning a new 

scouting year with 

six youth and con-

tinuing with Jason 

Jenkins as scout 

master and Joy 

Kocher as assistant scout master. Most of 

the troop will earn Life Scout rank this scout-

ing year. Meetings have moved to Thursday 

night in the church scout room. 

We do need a new Troop Committee Chair-

person.  This positions takes about four 

hours per month. The rest of committee are 

all experienced and doing a great job. 

Please contact Rich Green if you have an 

interest in helping our troop. 

 

 

The garbage disposal in 

the kitchen has been re-

placed!  

Thank you to whoever 

left the wonderful gift of 

new knives.  They were 

desperately needed! 

Kitchen News! 



Our Community Ministry – East School Partnership  

My congratulations on receiving the Chamber Award, it is good to be recognized by a prestigious local 

organization!  

This is not the first time FCC received this award. In 2002, the Chamber of Commerce presented us with 

this recognition. At that time, we were primarily a mentoring and tutoring program, we had 73 volun-

teers working with 93 students on school property!  

This program began when Ms Irma Canada, a long time member and a Saint of First Christian Church, 

passed away in 1996 leaving the church over $600,000.00. The Cabinet, the Board and the Congregation 

voted to invest the money and share the proceeds with the church administration and a community min-

istry to be determined.  A committee was appointed in 1997 to pursue the possibilities and report back 

their conclusion. The committee chair was Nancy Gonder. Members were John Blosser, Karen Shroyer, 

Peggy Williams, Claude Hawkins, and Rev. Larry Veach.  We brainstormed, conducted a congregational 

survey, among other things and ultimately came to the unanimous conclusion – East School made the 

most sense.  We counseled with School Principal Marcela Jordan and quickly determined we had made 

the right choice. With Mrs. Jordan’s help, we met with the JC School Board to gain their approval.  

In the summer of 1998, we were getting ready to begin and the group decided this was becoming a big 

deal. It would be desirable to have one person to work the program and coordinate with the school, 

etc...  After prayerful consideration, I volunteered for this job! I would be our administrator, recruit vol-

unteers, see to their training, work with the school to get their child assignment, stay within budget, 

etc.  Principal Jordan’s goal was for us to provide 10 or 12 mentors, in November of 1998 I gave her a list 

of 40 of our church members that were willing to mentor and tutor at least an hour a week – she was 

elated! We began in January of 1999, and it was an instant success thanks to our volunteers and the 

school’s teachers! My goal was to survive any bump in the road, Mrs. Jordan position was “there shall 

not be a bump in the road” – she was a jewel to work with!  

For the next school year, 1999/2000, every one of our volunteers elected to continue, no one dropped 

out, and the Community Christian Church had 12 mentors to join us! The following years we had volun-

teers from other churches and organizations to join us eventually giving us a total of 73 volunteers!  

In addition to mentoring and tutoring on school time, we had after school training on cooking, sewing, 

electric safety, book club-reading. There were school bus trips to chaperone and “end-of-year picnics” 

for mentors and mentees.  All of these were staffed by our church volunteers! My wife, Roxie, worked 

the after school sewing and cooking projects, along with 

mentoring one sometimes two students. We gave t-shirts to 

all students, after they counseled with their teachers on their 

report cards.  

It was quite a ride! I retired in 2005, passing the job to John 

Blosser.  

Claude Hawkins, Elder Emeritus  



Did you also get The Bell in the mail? In an effort to keep our paper printing and mailing 
costs low, we encourage you to subscribe online. To receive only via email, send a 
message to fccjcmooffice@gmail.com! Your help is greatly appreciated!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Festival of Sharing is one of many community service events sponsored by the Mary’s Circle of our First 
Christian Church.  Mary’s Circle is a major contributor to this much needed collection event. 
 

This year, the group has again decided to participate in the collection of paper products for distribution to 

those in Mid-Missouri without access to a Pantry.  Items to be collected are:  

 

Facial Tissue – 2 Large rectangle boxes 

Paper Towels – 2 Good quality rolls 

Toilet Paper – 12 Double/Mega rolls 

 

You may donate either individual items and we will assemble the packs for you, or you can place a complete 
kit in a tall kitchen trash bag. 
 

Place donation(s) in the “Festival of Sharing” grocery basket in front of the church office no later than  
October 1, 2024. 
 

FYI:  Our church donated nearly 20% of the 1,019 packs shared in 2023.   



 



Please Pray for OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
Beverly Anderson, friend of Sharon Gonder, health concerns 

John Blosser-hospitalized again at UMC, with complications after his heart surgery  
Beth Gardner -Cyndy Millard’s daughter 

Katie Gardner-Cyndy Millard’s granddaughter  
Sharon Gonder- at Heisinger Bluffs in rehabilitation after hip surgery  Aug 5 

Barb Gulick- in St Louis recovering from surgery Aug 22  
Wendell  and Myra Hubbs 

Brooks Jarrett, brother of Annie Jarrett-health concerns 

Willadean Jackson-dealing with hip pain prior to surgery Sept 5 

PK Karrenbrock-ongoing treatment for brain tumor  
Barb Kuebler - continuing recovery at home 

Calise Lauf, friend of Sharon Gonder-health concerns 

Jim Lytle, brother of Barb Gulick, fighting cancer 
Greg Maire, friend of Sharon Gonder- fighting cancer 

Dan Meade, brother of Mary Ann Weaver-fighting Parkinson’s Disease and depression 

Joyce Meade-sister-in-law of Mary Ann Weaver undergoing chemo 

Donald L. Miller, brother of Jon Miller, fighting cancer 

Bob Murphy, Lisa Spath, Clara Odneal and Cheryl Fortenberry,  and the family and many friends of Vivi-
an Murphy who are mourning Vivian passing on 08/24/24. 
Family and many friends of Suzie Parker Nichols, who passed away in AZ after a long battle with Parkin-
son’s Disease  ON 08/24/24. 
Travis Otto, cousin of Doug Hagenhoff, recovering from serious automobile accident which will incapac-
itate him for several months. 
Jon Schwartz and Family mourning the passing of his mother Paulette Rich Meyer 

  
Join us in praying for our country, our military and for peace around our world.   
 

 Please call the office at 573-636-5157 or email at fccjcmooffice@gmail.com if you would like continued 
prayers for an individual or if an individual can now be removed from the list.  
 
 

Our Members in Care Centers 

HEISINGER-1002 WEST MAIN JC MO 65109 
WILMA COLLINS 
HOLLIS DUNN 

SHIRLEY FERGUSON 
BARBARA NIKODYN 

JC MANOR– 1720 VIETH DR. JC MO 65109 
JACKIE POSSINGER 

 LENOIR WOODS 3710 LENOIR ST. 
COLUMBIA MO 65201 
MARILYN BIESEMEYER 

PRIMROSE RETIREMENT 
1214 FREEDOM BLVD JC MO 65109 

WENDELL & MYRA HUBBS 
JOHN H. BENNETT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS 
MARIAM CRADDOCK,  

640 Murphy’s Ford Road, 
Centertown, MO 65023 

OUR OUT-OF-TOWN MEMBERS 
BETTY SCHRAMM, 

6335 Maurer Rd. Apt 323 
Shawnee, KS 66217 

 
BETTY SCHULTE 

13458 Burgess,  

Riley Township MI 48041 

    

       OPAL ELAINE WEST 

  Brookdale Rosehill Skilled Nursing,  

 Room 115, 12809 Johnson Drive,  

Shawnee, KS 66216 

 

EVA PRATT 

3251 Pine Tree Dr. Cabin 16 

Columbia, MO 65201 

 

mailto:fccjcmooffice@gmail.com


Dedication of Selena Reign Jackson on 

August 18, 2024.  Congratulations and 

God’s blessings on all of you.  

It has been brought to our attention that there 
is a misspelling on the new East Block Party 
shirts. The company is going to reprint them, 
but we must return all shirts that we were giv-
en. PLEASE return your shirt to the 
Church Office as soon as you can. It is 
okay if you wore it, washed it or even if it is 
still needing to be washed. We will distribute 
the new shirts once they arrive. You can 
bring them up to the Church Office between 
8:00-4:30 or bring it to Church on Sunday. 
We are so sorry for this problem, but we will 

work to make it right 



Benjamin Huedepohl 3 

Jordan Woodson 4 

Jim Wells   4 

Steven Claycomb 4 

Taylor Mann  6 

Dean Love   7 

Steven Brown  7 

Bruce Wibberg  9 

Keith Krueger  10 

Kara Knight  10 

Max Cook   10 

Sherry Anderson 11 

Otis Baker  13 

Stan Payne  13 

Sally Robuck  14 

William Fallert  15 

Jeanne Ruth  15 

Alexis Engelbrecht-

Villafane   15 

Moretta Newberry 17 

Nora Vegiard  17 

Willadean Jackson 19 

Shawn Kelsch  20 

Rick Andris  23 

Matthew Woodson 23 

Tara Grout  24 

Sherry Jordan  25 

Dustin Kuebler  25 

Virjean Martin  25 

Edward Legge  26 

Robert Jordan  26 

Greg Francis  26 

Rebecca Baker-Bey 27 

Ann Littlefield  27 

Martha Jo Roberts 27 

Loren Humphreys 29 

John Oehring  29 

Kathy Dunwiddie 30 

September Birthdays 

September Anniversaries 

Richard and Carolyn Green    3 

Jon and Jane Beetem     11  

Stephen Waters and Cecline Landrum  15 

James and Melba Crago    19 

William and Gabee Fallert    19 

Clarence and Diane Jones    20 

Richard and Catherine Vaughn   21 

Jeff and Gretchen Huedepohl   29 

 

 

 



SENIOR MINISTER 
Rev. Dr. Michael Dunn 
pastor@firstchristianjcmo.org 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 
Rev. Heather Patten 
heather.fccjcmo@gmail.com 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Sharyl Kelsch 
fccjcmooffice@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY 
Gretchen Huedepohl 
Gretchen@firstchristianjcmo.org 

FACILITY & GROUNDS  

COORDINATOR 
Scott Campbell 
maintenance@firstchristianjcmo.org 

BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR 
Terri Lloyd 
Terri.schenkel.lloyd@gmail.com 

Financial 
Finance@firstchristianjcmo.org 

CONTACT US AT 
327 East Capitol Avenue 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101 
Phone:  573-636-5157 
firstchristianjcmo.org 
 

facebook.com/fccjcmo 

 
 
 
AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES:  
Please contact Rev. Michael Dunn at 
713-447-5954.   
 

WEBSITES YOU NEED TO STAY CONNECTED 
 

Mid-America Updates:  http://www.mid-americadisciples.org/newsletter-signup/ 
Disciples News Service Updates:  http://disciples.org/dns/subscribe-to-dns/ 

Who Are We? We call ourselves Disciples,  

a community of believers who follow Jesus by Worshiping God,  

Growing in Faith, Serving our Community.  

Bound to each other in Christ’s love, 

we discover our life together through sharing life with the world. 

For non-emergency church-related 
items after working  hours, Monday 
thru Thursday, 8AM to 5PM, we have 
an answering machine.   Please feel  
free to  call  the  church (573-636-
5157) at any time and leave a mes-
sage.   
 
NOTE: IF YOU LEAVE A  MESSAGE 
ON THE ANSWERING MACHINE 
ON  FRIDAY, SATURDAY, OR SUN-
DAY, IT WILL NOT BE CHECKED 
UNTIL MONDAY MORNING.  
THANK YOU. 
 
 
 
 

The next Church Bell will be 
sent September 11, 2024. 
(Articles are due by noon  

You may give online at firstchristianjcmo.org/donate 

Zoom Meeting Room meeting ID is 2202286773.  

If you need the password, please contact the 

church office at 573-636-5157 or one of our       

leaders. To join in on our free conference calls, dial 

(716) 427-1083 and enter access code 444928. 

THANK YOU 
First Christian Church supports and welcomes the wearing of masks at your own comfort level.   

“The Church Bell” (UPS 110-580) by First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) of Jefferson City, Missouri, is published bi-weekly and there is no issue the week between     
Christmas and New Year’s Day. Periodicals paid at Jefferson City, Missouri.  POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Editor/Church Secretary, First Christian Church, 327 East 
Capitol Avenue,  Jefferson City, Missouri  65101. 


