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Some Thoughts on Wise Leadership 

 

The Bible offers a rich tapestry of teachings on leadership, emphasizing wisdom as a key attribute for those in positions 
of authority. From the Old Testament to the New Testament, Scripture provides a great deal of instruction on what it 
means to be a wise leader, underscoring qualities such as sound judgment, humility, and integrity, especially when fac-
ing difficult decisions. 

Last Sunday’s sermon focused on the story of Solomon in 1 Kings 3. One of the most prominent biblical figures associ-
ated with wisdom, King Solomon famously asks God for “an understanding heart” to judge well so that he “may discern 
between good and evil.” Solomon highlights that wise leaders seek divine guidance and prioritize justice and fairness 
over personal gain or ambition. 

The book of Proverbs, which is attributed to Solomon and part of the corpus of wisdom literature in the Bible, is anoth-
er source of insight into wise leadership. Proverbs 11:14 states, "Where there is no guidance, a people fall, but in an 
abundance of counselors there is safety." This verse emphasizes the importance of seeking counsel and valuing the 
input of others, ensuring that decisions are well-informed and consider diverse and equitable perspectives. 

In the New Testament, Jesus embodies servant leadership, teaching His disciples that true greatness comes from serv-
ing others and speaking the truth in love. Jesus consistently taught his disciples that leadership is rooted in service to 
others. Throughout His ministry, Jesus demonstrated deep compassion for others, healing the sick, feeding the hungry, 
and comforting those in distress. In Matthew 9:36, we see His empathy: "When He saw the crowds, he had compassion 
on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd." He was attentive to the needs and 
struggles of those who followed him, responding with empathy to the deep needs of the world. 

The Apostle Paul, in his letters to church leaders, often highlighted the importance of living a life that reflects one’s val-
ues. In Titus 1:7-8, Paul says leaders are like managers of God’s household, who are not prone to be arrogant or quick-
tempered. Those called to lead must not be violent or dishonest with money. Rather, they must love what is good and 
be just, living devout and disciplined lives. 

In September, we begin a sermon series focused on the Book of James. James 1:19 advises, "Let every person be quick 
to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger,” which fosters understanding and collaboration. By being attentive to the con-
cerns and ideas of others, wise leaders create a culture of openness and mutual respect. 

We know wise leaders by certain attributes such as sound judgment, humility, integrity, compassion and a focus on 
serving others. By embracing these principles, leaders can inspire and guide with wisdom and 
grace, reflecting the values of their faith in every aspect of their leadership. Which is perhaps 
why we must pray for our leaders, wherever we encounter them.  

 

Peace, 

 

Rev. Dr. Michael Dunn 

 



Dedication of Arden Rose 

Claycomb on August 11, 

2024.   

Congratulations and 

God’s blessings on all of 

you.   

Dedication of Arden Rose Claycomb on August 11, 2024.   

 
 
Dear FCC JCMO Family, 
 
A new school year is rapidly approaching. Families with school-aged children are preparing for the shift 
from one kind of busy season to another. This time of year, as churches prepare to resume regular 
“programming” for youth and children, I think about how busy this season of life can be. I know that some-
times, even though you and your kids love Jesus with all your hearts, church activities can feel like just 
another thing on a never-ending to-do list! 
 
So, this time of year I always find myself praying that what we offer here at church will be worth the time it 
takes in your busy schedules. I pray that FCC Kids and the FCC Youth Group will be a source of joy and 
growth for our young people. The stories your kids will learn in FCC Kids will provide a solid foundation of 
knowledge about our shared faith, upon which they can build and grow. The discussions we will have in 
Youth Group will help your young people keep exploring their faith and learn to apply it to their lives.  
 
Showing up to church for worship and other activities does more than help us grow our faith through 
knowledge, though. It also allows us to make connections across generations. On any given Sunday, I see 
teenagers and young kids playing together. I see elders stopping to chat with teens. I see parents and 
caregivers able to take a deep breath because they’re surrounded by other caring adults who watch out 
for their child. I see young kids putting joyful smiles on the faces of everyone around them, simply by being 
here. I see love and belonging, care and compassion being given and received everywhere I look. I see 
the kind of community that’s definitely worth our time! 
 
Grace & peace, 
Rev. Heather 



MUSIC and WORSHIP NOTES 
Gretchen Huedepohl,  

Director of Music 

 
 

After a few days in Georgia recently my husband and I retreated to a secluded cabin not far from 
Nashville.  What made this cabin special is not just the way it was beautifully appointed with every 
detail tended to for a perfect getaway.  This historic log cabin was built from reclaimed Civil War era 
logs and extensively renovated by Braxton Dixon, architect to celebrities Johnny Cash, Roy Orbison, 
Trisha Yearwood and others.  Just before the cabin was to be condemned, Dixon purchased the 
land and cabin from Johnny and June Cash, verified by framed transaction documents and signa-
tures in the cabin.  The living room included a coffee table Braxton crafted from an original door to 
the cabin made for Johnny and “Junebug,” as Mr. Cash called his wife.  Cash memorabilia and an-
tique items decorated the space – just perfect for us since we were on an antiquing trip for a couple 
of days.  When I saw pre-renovation pictures of the cabin and then experienced the homey feeling 
and beauty of it after completion, I couldn’t help but think there’s a simple theological truth here.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Man was created in the image of God – perfect, but with free will.  It didn’t take long before man 
fell into temptation’s snare and life as God created it changed.  Try as we might, time and time 
again we fall short.  Again and again, we succumb to the trappings of this world.  Maybe it’s just a 
little white lie we tell or a decision to keep the extra dollar of change that we’ve mistakenly been 
given at the drive-thru.  Just as a small leak or weak board in a cabin that’s subject to changes in 
weather can lead to major problems down the road if neglected, sin – even those considered 
“small” by society’s standards – wrecks us.  Sin is sin and it only takes one to deem us “condemned.” 

Spans of neglect in our prayer life, our worship life, our living-out-our-faith life, our confessional life 

also have a huge, negative impact.   
 

The good news, of course, is that God knew our dreadful human condition from the start and made 
a plan.  Just as Braxton Dixon loved that dilapidated cabin and saw how it could be recreated, God 
loved His creation so much that He sent His Son to our world.  Jesus fulfilled the Law perfectly in 
our stead, saving us from condemnation.  If we believe this, our life is restored.  Through Christ we 
can become light to the world, hope to the world and love to the world just as God created us to 
be.  And then when our time on this earth is ended, we will live eternally in the beautiful place God 

is even now preparing for us in heaven.   

 

“For God so loved the world that he gave His one and only Son, that  
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send His Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.” (John 3:16-17) 



CHANCEL CHOIR and HANDBELL 
CHOIR REHEARSALS BEGIN SOON! 

If you have been thinking you’d like to become 
a part of either of our adult music groups, now 
is a good time to become involved!  Weekly re-
hearsals resume Wednesday, Sept. 4, at 6:30 
p.m. and 7:45 p.m. respectively.   
 

For Chancel Choir, the ability to read music is 
helpful, but not essential, if you have a good ear 
and can sing a part independently.  Recordings 
of each vocal part for each anthem are provid-
ed.  Questions?  Contact Gretchen 
Huedepohl.  The choir’s first time to share music 
in worship is Sept. 8 at 10:00 a.m. 
 

For Handbell Choir, reading music at a high 
school level is required, as is a good sense of 
rhythm.  If you have questions about handbell 
choir, please contact Terri Lloyd.   

Rev. Alan Bailey and 

Community Christian 

Church have challenged 

us to a friendly competi-

tion to see who can do-

nate the most diapers to 

the Capital City Diaper 

Bank. 

Please leave donations 

by the office by  

September 7.    



 

 

Mark Your Calen-

dar - FCC Home-

coming Sunday is 

September 29. 

Plan to join us for 

the chili cook-off, 

lunch, games, and 

other activities 

after the worship 

service. 

 

Food, fellowship, 

fun.  



Food Pantry is on Tuesdays 

from Noon until 4.  Volun-

teers are needed before 

Noon to help set up and 

after 4 to help put things 

away.  Any time you can 

spare would be appreciated! 

The Food Pantry needs 
your help! 

The pantry is very low on some items 

and are expecting a greater need now 

that school is out for the summer. We 

serve about 75 families per week. We 

are especially low on canned tuna, 

canned chicken, canned corn, maca-

roni and cheese, ramen noodles and 

16-18 ounce peanut butter. If you can 

grab a few items, you can drop them 

in the grocery cart by the Church Of-

fice. You can also make a monetary 

donation and the pantry can purchase 

what they need. Any amount would be 

welcome! 

Focus on 

the Food 

Pantry! 

What exactly do the  

Volunteers do at the Pantry? 

Frontline Pantry volunteers: 
Jan Alexander, David Avery, Susan Avery, Karla 
Denny, Sandy Falter, Nanci Gonder, Donn & Sandi 
Hastings, Toni McNeal, Dorothy Meyer,  Nancy 
Mormann, Larry Neill, Jeanne Nelson, Jeannie 
Reed, Heather Patten, Karen Shroyer, and more!   

These guys get the parking meters covered with 
Pantry reserved signs and Pantry today 
signs.  They help get those 100s of pounds of pro-
duce and desserts and bakery items unloaded on 
the tables.  They get carts ready with bags and 
boxes for our neighbors to shop. They bring up the 
dry goods from the basement storeroom.   

They stock all the shelves before we open.  They fill 
coolers with perishables like meat, eggs, milk.  And 
that’s just before we open the door!!!  

Once our “store” is open they are the Cart Wran-
glers helping our neighbors get their food to their 
cars or even sometime all the way home.  Wran-
gling the carts that our neighbors have taken to 
where they live back into the gym where it all be-
gins again for 4 hours!!!   

Mike Sneller is the insurance agent with Invitus who 
is there to answer questions for our neighbors 
about Medicare/Medicaid insurance which can be 
extremely confusing for many.  He’s always helpful 
and a great addition.   

Our own maintenance employees Scott and Kevin 
help with set-up and clean-up since we sometimes 
get some overripe produce! 

Jan Alexander and Alan Nelson have kept the pan-
try running!  The crew all know what to do and do 
their jobs every week.  They are all blessings to our 
neighbors!!   We interact with about 70-80 people 
per week who are shopping for 100 to 200 people. 

And we get a delicious lunch with dessert brought 
by some fantastic cooks!   

Food is never wasted.  Everyone works hard to 
contact other Pantries and Soup kitchens and get it 
to them if we have too much perishable food.  This 

is a ministry you should be proud to support!   

Contact Ann Littlefield if you want to join the team! 

The pantry also needs CLEAN grocery bags 

if you have any extras, bring them to the 

office! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Festival of Sharing is one of many community service events sponsored by the Mary’s Circle of our First 
Christian Church.  Mary’s Circle is a major contributor to this much needed collection event. 
 

This year, the group has again decided to participate in the collection of paper products for distribution to 

those in Mid-Missouri without access to a Pantry.  Items to be collected are:  

 

Facial Tissue – 2 Large rectangle boxes 

Paper Towels – 2 Good quality rolls 

Toilet Paper – 12 Double/Mega rolls 

 

You may donate either individual items and we will assemble the packs for you, or you can place a complete 
kit in a tall kitchen trash bag. 
 

Place donation(s) in the “Festival of Sharing” grocery basket in front of the church office no later than  
October 1, 2024. 
 

FYI:  Our church donated nearly 20% of the 1,019 packs shared in 2023.   

Thank you so much to all of the wonderful volunteers who helped to cover the 

office while I was out of the office.  I also appreciate the prayers and support 

as I was recovering from my surgery.  You are amazing.  

Sharyl 



 



Please Pray for OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

Beverly Anderson, close friend of Sharon Gonder 
Sharon Gonder-scheduled for hip surgery  Aug 5 
Brooks Jarrett, brother of Annie Jarrett-waiting for transplant 
Calise Lauf, friend of Sharon Gonder-upcoming kidney surgery 
Kelly Leveron & Autumn-prayers for comfort at the loss of Cindy  
Greg Maire, fighting cancer 
Dan Meade, brother of Mary Ann Weaver-fighting Parkinson’s 
Donald L. Miller, brother of Jon Miller, fighting cancer 
PK Karrenbrock-treating brain tumor  
Wilma Collins-adjusting to her new life at Heisinger 
Wendell  and Myra Hubbs-Wendell’s ongoing hospitalization 
Kenny Holtgrewe-Marsha Posz’s father-continuing to make progress  
Joyce Meade-sister-in-law of Mary Ann Weaver undergoing chemo 
John Blosser-recovering from heart surgery  
Barb Kuebler-home doing OT and PT  
Katie Gardner-Cyndy Millard’s granddaughter and Katie’s mom Beth 
Paulette Meyer, mother of Jon Schwartz-in hospice care Rm 312 Heisinger Bluffs West 
Vivian Murphy-dealing with debilitating health issues 
 
Our Country and our men and women serving our country. Liberty and Justice for ALL in our republic, 
one nation under God.  Peace for nations in conflict around the world.  
 
Please call the office at 573-636-5157 or email at fccjcmooffice@gmail.com if you would like continued 
prayers for an individual or if an individual can now be removed from the list. Thank you! 
 

Our Members in Care Centers 

HEISINGER-1002 WEST MAIN JC MO 65109 
WILMA COLLINS 
HOLLIS DUNN 

SHIRLEY FERGUSON 
BARBARA NIKODYN 

JC MANOR– 1720 VIETH DR. JC MO 65109 
JACKIE POSSINGER 

 LENOIR WOODS 3710 LENOIR ST. 
COLUMBIA MO 65201 
MARILYN BIESEMEYER 

PRIMROSE RETIREMENT 
1214 FREEDOM BLVD JC MO 65109 

WENDELL & MYRA HUBBS 
JOHN H. BENNETT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS 
MARIAM CRADDOCK,  

640 Murphy’s Ford Road, 
Centertown, MO 65023 

OUR OUT-OF-TOWN MEMBERS 
BETTY SCHRAMM, 

6335 Maurer Rd. Apt 323 
Shawnee, KS 66217 

 
BETTY SCHULTE 

13458 Burgess,  

Riley Township MI 48041 

    

       OPAL ELAINE WEST 

  Brookdale Rosehill Skilled Nursing,  

 Room 115, 12809 Johnson Drive,  

Shawnee, KS 66216 

 

EVA PRATT 

3251 Pine Tree Dr. Cabin 16 

Columbia, MO 65201 

 



Please join us as we celebrate the efforts of our        
dedicated volunteers and enjoy fellowship with staff 

and families from East School. 

 

Presentation of the Jefferson City Chamber of Commerce 
Partners in Education Outstanding Partnership Award 

Sunday, August 25th, 10:00 AM 

 

Special Guests include: 

East Elementary School Principal, Jesse Oswald  

President/CEO Jefferson City Area Chamber of Commerce, 
Gary Plummer 

 Staff and families from East School 

 

Reception and refreshments to follow. For more infor-
mation, please contact Dawn Dunn at 713-876-7227 or 

dawnaylordunn@gmail.com   

 

I will always be deeply grateful for the help of so many of you when I decided to sell my home and move 
to an assisted living environment at Heisinger Bluffs. 

My family and I had lived in our Holly Drive home for 49 years, so there was a lot of accumulated living to 
deal with to get ready for the move.  Some ladies helped at the house for several days, and the day I 
moved some ladies were at Heisinger’s to get my apartment ready to move in.  Since the move I have 
appreciated your cards, visits, phone calls, and even some “housewarming” gifts. 
 

I would like to thank all of you personally, but please know how much I appreciate everyone and all that 
you did.  However, there are two people I must name because they have gone the second mile and then 
some.  Cindy Blosser was with me at the beginning of my decision to move.  Her help and expertise have 
been invaluable.  And Shirley Klein, my sister, who is always there for me and has run countless errands. 
 

I am blessed with good friends and a wonderful church family.  I pray God’s richest blessings on all of 
you. 
 

Wilma Collins 

mailto:dawnaylordunn@gmail.com


August Anniversaries  

Brian& Kara Knight   8/4 

Mark & Sue Snell  8/6 

Danny & Nina Stewart   8/8 

Kathy & Steven Brown  8/8 

Cindy & Doug VanCamp 8/9 

Frances & LeRoy Benton 8/14 

Jim & Marty Morris  8/16 

Denise & Morris Woodruff 8/20 

Daniel & Tracy McClard 8/24 

Chris & Marsha Graham 8/24 

Don & Winnie Shaw   8/25 

 

 

Joe  & Meghan Andrews 8/28 

Brian & Shelly  Drake  8/29 

August 

Birthdays 

Sharon Gonder 1 

Joyce Wagner 1 

Barbara Kuebler 3 

Toni McNeal 4 

Brenda Johnson 5 

Wade Park  5 

Larry Veatch 5 

Elaine West  6 

Judy Brooks 7 

Scout Claycomb 7 

Rick Naught 7 

Corbin Johnson 9 

Sharyl Kelsch 10 

Scott Little  10 

Maren Moore 12 

Linda Sigler  14 

Drew Bell  15 

Selena Jackson 15 

David Avery  16 

Barbara Belshe 16 

Doug VanCamp 16 

Denise Woodruff 16 

Eden Dietle  17 

Dot Baker  20 

Clancy Dunn 20 

Maylin Miller 21 

Nancy Mormann 21 

Lauren Eichelberger 25 

Hazel Fishback 25 

J. T. Yarnell 25 

Stephanie Bell 26 

Brenda Foutes 26 

Sandy Robinson 26 

Marylou Johnson 27 

Laura Avery 28 

Susan Vaughn 28 

Yvonne Miller 29 

Betty Schulte 30 

Cindy Cook  31 

Travis Jackson 31 

  

 



SENIOR MINISTER 
Rev. Dr. Michael Dunn 
pastor@firstchristianjcmo.org 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 
Rev. Heather Patten 
heather.fccjcmo@gmail.com 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Sharyl Kelsch 
fccjcmooffice@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY 
Gretchen Huedepohl 
Gretchen@firstchristianjcmo.org 

FACILITY & GROUNDS  

COORDINATOR 
Scott Campbell 
maintenance@firstchristianjcmo.org 

BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR 
Terri Lloyd 
Terri.schenkel.lloyd@gmail.com 

Financial 
Finance@firstchristianjcmo.org 

CONTACT US AT 
327 East Capitol Avenue 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101 
Phone:  573-636-5157 
firstchristianjcmo.org 
 

facebook.com/fccjcmo 

 
 
 
AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES:  
Please contact Rev. Michael Dunn at 
713-447-5954.   
 

WEBSITES YOU NEED TO STAY CONNECTED 
 

Mid-America Updates:  http://www.mid-americadisciples.org/newsletter-signup/ 
Disciples News Service Updates:  http://disciples.org/dns/subscribe-to-dns/ 

Who Are We? We call ourselves Disciples,  

a community of believers who follow Jesus by Worshiping God,  

Growing in Faith, Serving our Community.  

Bound to each other in Christ’s love, 

we discover our life together through sharing life with the world. 

For non-emergency church-related 
items after working  hours, Monday 
thru Thursday, 8AM to 5PM, we have 
an answering machine.   Please feel  
free to  call  the  church (573-636-
5157) at any time and leave a mes-
sage.   
 
NOTE: IF YOU LEAVE A  MESSAGE 
ON THE ANSWERING MACHINE 
ON  FRIDAY, SATURDAY, OR SUN-
DAY, IT WILL NOT BE CHECKED 
UNTIL MONDAY MORNING.  
THANK YOU. 
 
 
 
 

The next Church Bell will be 
sent August 28, 2024. 

(Articles are due by noon  
the Friday before) 

You may give online at firstchristianjcmo.org/donate 

Zoom Meeting Room meeting ID is 2202286773.  

If you need the password, please contact the 

church office at 573-636-5157 or one of our       

leaders. To join in on our free conference calls, dial 

(716) 427-1083 and enter access code 444928. 

Please email or call Tina Mollenkamp:                   

tinamolenkamp @cgcb.org/573-522-4314), if you 

would like to be on Common Grounds email   

newsletter list, regular mailing list, or both. As an         

alternative, you can also sign up for the email        

newsletters on their website at www.cgcb.org.   

THANK YOU 
First Christian Church supports and welcomes the wearing of masks at your own comfort level.   

“The Church Bell” (UPS 110-580) by First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) of Jefferson City, Missouri, is published bi-weekly and there is no issue the week between     
Christmas and New Year’s Day. Periodicals paid at Jefferson City, Missouri.  POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Editor/Church Secretary, First Christian Church, 327 East 
Capitol Avenue,  Jefferson City, Missouri  65101. 

http://www.cgcb.org

