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Travel Time

| thought I'd share a little more detail about my time away in June. | left on a Thursday and drove to Houston. This gave me the
chance to see Caleb and Madeleine over the weekend. It’s a different time in our life and relationship, because they’re working
professionals now. Which means that when we’re together now, | grab what time | can with them after and in between their busy
schedules. | liked it better when we could just spend all the time we wanted, and | got to determine that for the most part. But
such is life.

Saying that, the time we did have was time well spent. Caleb and Madeleine are both making their way in the world. It’s gratifying
to hear them talk about their professional lives and the sense of accomplishment they are attaining. Caleb started a new position
at Texas Children’s Hospital as a physical and occupational therapy technician. One of his experiences is learning to set a cast. He is
particularly fond of working with children as he makes them feel comfortable in an alien environment and minimizes their discom-
fort amidst their pain and fear.

Madeleine is thriving also in a career with Globe Life. She’s learning so much. It’s clear to see the impact of a company that invests
in the leadership development of their employees. It’s clear that she has grown exponentially as she develops in a sales career,
learning to deal with people, her own gifts, and even managing the rejection that is inevitably part of such a profession. It makes
her “wins” that much more enjoyable and clears the way for her to see what’s important for her and for others. She has set her
sights on clearly articulated goals and is pursuing them with rigor. What more could Dad ask for.

After some time in Houston, | drove to College Station to attend A & M United Methodist Church with Grace. She was one week
into a new position as their Director of Youth Ministries. Shortly before starting she was serving two Disciples congregations. One
as a youth ministry intern and the other as an interim youth director. When both of those positions ended naturally, she had only
just completed updating her resume when A & M UMC reached out to her. She rocked the interview and received the call. She
seems to be among nurturing people and a strong ministry and staff team. | know I’'m biased, but they got a good one!

After church, Grace and | drove two hours to Gonzales, Texas, where the Texicans made history in an historic battle with Santa
Anna’s forces during the forming of the Texas Republic. It’s also the home to a Disciples Church Camp, which we refer to as Camp
Gonzo. Our children grew up going to camp each summer, and Grace was now co-directing the camp. To see her in action made
me proud and | was in awe of how poised and self-possessed she was. Proud papa!

| was at Camp Gonzo to guide eight Keynotes with about 40 high school students, developing a theme the student leadership team
chose entitled, “Faith With Open Arms.” They were interested in the themes of inclusion and welcome. It’s clear that this genera-
tion of young people understand the importance of creating space for people to be loved and accepted in all their vast array. It’s
amazing to be in a space with a group of high schoolers, away from their cell phones, who come together to talk about God and
faith and being open to themselves and to others. It was a powerful time of sharing, vulnerability and healing. Although the days
were long and the temperatures stultifying, | left feeling like | was walking six inches off the ground.

After church camp wrapped up, | drove to Pittsburg, Missouri, about an hour and a half from Jefferson City. | spent five days by
myself in a cabin in the woods. This gave me time for some personal and professional reflection as | come up to two years as your
pastor (July 17). | began planning sermons for the next 4 months.

As good as it is to be away, it’s also nice to return. Nothing quite like sleeping in your own bed again. | felt your prayers. I'm grate-
ful to share in this ministry together with such a giving congregation.

Peace,

Michael



MUSIC and WORSHIP NOTES
Gretchen Huedepohl,
Director of Music

| received the following note from Paul Hinman, founder and director of the Jefferson City Commu-
nity Band. Though addressed to me, it was meant for the entire FCC family and was accompanied
by a nice donation to FCC's music ministry:

“On behalf of the members and our Board of Directors, please accept this small token of
thanks for all you have done for us over the years. Performing at First Christian Church on
Memorial Day is always a treat, and we know how much work you do to make it possible.
Thank you!”

This year's concert was standing room only with nearly 300 people filling our sanctuary. What a
fantastic sight that was and the sound of the band was glorious!

FCC will open its doors again this month to the Lake Area Community Orchestra which has per-
formed annually in our sanctuary for nearly 15 years. Escape the heat for an evening of music on
Tuesday, July 16, at 7:00 p.m. to enjoy music by this volunteer ensemble under the direction of
Andrew Drennan. In addition to favorite patriotic pieces, the ensemble will share selections that in-
clude great movie marches, music from Lawrence of Arabia, The Lord of the Rings, and The Wizard
of Oz. A few volunteers are needed to welcome attendees, help them find seats as the sanctuary
fills up, hand out programs, and gather the free will offering. Please contact me if you can help!

UPCOMING SPECIAL MUSIC IN WORSHIP

*July 7 - Tom Steever, a friend of the congregation, will share a musical solo that pairs the modern
hymn, “God of Grace” with the traditional hymn, “Amazing Grace.” Whenever Tom sings, | always
think, “That's all we need today,” as Tom has a special gift for bringing the marriage of text and mu-
sic alive. Though not a stranger to us, please make him and his wife, Lori, feel welcome once again.

*July 14 - Malone Simmons will share a beautiful ballad by the Christian group We the Kingdom,
titled “Peace,” accompanied by violinist Hannah Huedepohl Schatz.

Sadly, FCC will be bidding farewell to this talented young woman as she will be moving to Georgia
soon. We have been so blessed to have her with us this past year! Malone has faithfully been a
part of the Chancel Choir and Forever Faithful women's sextet in her time with us. She has also per-
formed solos and duets and been a part of the worship team on occasion. We will miss not only
her lovely voice but her sweet spirit. We wish her well on her new adventure and God's richest
blessings!

*July 21 - YOU are the special music, the worship leaders, and the sermon! Last summer’s
hymn sing was such a hit that the Worship Committee has opted to offer it again. Come ready to
call out the Chalice Hymnal number of your favorite hymn. ANY hymn is possible (even Christmas
or Easter hymns!) if it is in our hymnal (no early requests, please). Even if you aren't a singer, you
will find worship meaningful as you soak up the sounds of congregational song led by members of
Chancel Choir, as you take in the theology found in hymnody, as you hear Scripture read, prayers
offered, and celebrate the Lord’s Table. Please join us and bring a friend!

“Oh, magnify the Lord with me,
and let us exalt His name together!” (Psalm 34:3)




Hope you were at the East School Block Party last
September! About 700 to 800 of our neighbors had
a wonderful evening of games, hot dogs, sodas, ice
cream, performance by the Lincoln Drumline and a
chance to visit with many of our local community
help organizations! This event takes a lot of people
but if we break up the jobs it is great fun! Watch the
Bell! Organizational meeting will be soon!

The task of the Leadership De-
velopment Team is to recruit-- |
bet you guessed it-- leaders, in
all positions, for the next

year. We find people who will
be the Admin Board Officers
and members, the Elders, the
Deacons, the Ministry Team
chairman and members, and the
Personnel Committee. If you
would like to find out more
about these positions or if you
would consider being a leader
for 2025, please contact me

at kar57@rocketmail.com or 573
-694-5658. Thanks for taking
time to consider.

Karla Denny

‘ ARE YOU WILLING TO SERVE AS CON
PERSON FOR OTHER CHURCH MEMEERS f
A CONNECTOR REQUIRES MONTHLY CONT‘&A@‘
Ry WITH ABOUT 10 PEOPLE.
PLEASE CONSIDER- OINING THIS
WORTHWHILE MINISTRY"‘ CONTACT THE
; CHURCH OFFICE TO GET SET UP WITH THIS

. PROGRAM.



mailto:kar57@rocketmail.com

A Message from the Associate Minister

Dear Church Family,

Next month, I'll be heading to Camp Jo-Ota in Clarence, MO for a week to serve as a
counselor for Elementary/Junior Camp for 2nd - 5th graders. The camp directors sent out
information today and as | was looking it over, the camp theme really caught my attention.
The theme is “Linked by Love.” Isn’t that great? It's the very foundation of what we believe
as Christians. We are, each and every one of us, linked together by love. We're linked by
our shared love of Jesus Christ and by God’s love for each of us. If we can’t agree on any-
thing else, surely we can agree on this!

Remembering that we are “linked by love” can help us grow in our faith and as disciples.
Focusing on our shared love of Christ, allows us to set aside our differences (if only for a
little while) and listen to each other deeply, with open hearts and minds. When we keep
that linked-together-love in the forefront of our minds, we might find that we’re able to enter
into difficult conversations and come to a place of mutual understanding and care, even if
we don’t end up agreeing about all the details.

What would happen if you reached out to someone with whom you feel “at odds” and
asked for time to talk? What if you both agreed to prioritize your mutual love of Christ dur-
ing your meeting? What might change if we always managed to remember that as disciples
of Jesus Christ, we are all “Linked by Love?”

Grace & peace,
Rev. Heather
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§ « Worship With Us
e Please join us in worshi
8 Concert Schedule : J. P
St. Michael’s Catholic Church, 5214 Hatler St., Russellville May 28,2024 B eglnnlng On June 1 6 2 We
Ha Ha Tonka, Castle, Route D, Camdenton* June 4,2024 . .
§ Eldon Air Park, H:Ion (Ba‘ptist Church :mn Location) * June 11,2024 Wlll haVe a 1 O . OO a.m. SCrvice
& United Church of Christ, 101 N Oak (Hwy 87), California June 18,2024 . .
E West Lake Christian Church, 936 Route O, Laurie June 25,2024 that is also Livestreamed on
Hope Lutheran Chapel Sokoll Bldg., 5709 Osage Beach Parkway, July 9,2024
Osage Beach
@ First (:ghrislian Church, 327 East Capitol Ave., Jefferson City July 16,2024 F aceBOOk at fac ebOOk' Com/
Lake Ozark Christian Church, 1560 Bagnell Dam Blvd., Lake Ozark July 23,2024 .
Sl High School Perfo:'mlng Arts Center, 91g;\\’ Newton St., Versailles July 30,2024 fc C_] Cmo for tho Se WhO CannOt
* Bring a chair. . . .
All Concerts begin at 7:00 p.m. worship with us in person.
No admission is charged, however
donations are welcomed.
For Additional Information, Call Leonard Vader 573.644.4801
www.lakeareacommunityorchestra.org




Come out and support our
FCC Softball team! This is
the schedule of their re-
maining games.

July 9 - 8:15 (Scott Field)
July 16 - 7:15 (Scott Field)
July 23 - 6:15 (Scott Field)
July 30 - TBD

August 6 - TBD

The Widows Support Group spent a fun day of sun and fellowship
at the lake home of Judy Brooks and Joyce Wagner on Thursday,
June 13. We all enjoyed a home cooked lunch with each person
bringing a yummy salad dish to team with pulled pork sandwich-
es. Some decided to go for a boat ride while others thought just
looking at the water was the way to enjoy the lake. We all came
back with a full tummy but no sunburns.

The group plans to go to Beks Restaurant for lunch next month on
July 11. We have found great joy in each other’s company.

JOIN US
UNDAYS AT 10:00 AM

SUMMER

— Disciples of Christ —
gason o w

Adult Sunday School classes will continue
to meet at 9:00 on Sunday mornings . FCC
Kids and Youth Sunday School will not be
meeting for the summer. Join us after wor-
ship for a fellowship time with coffee and
treats. Nursery services will still be provid-
ed for worship and fellowship times.




e LI <=2 | The Food Pantry needs
Volunteer at the ..:”If Yt 7 your help!

Food Pantry %= = i, The pantry is very low on some items

. and are expecting a greater need now

that school is out for the summer. We
serve about 75 families per week. We
are especially low on canned tuna,
canned chicken, canned corn, maca-
roni and cheese, ramen noodles and
16-18 ounce peanut butter. If you can
grab a few items, you can drop them
in the grocery cart by the Church Of-
fice. You can also make a monetary
donation and the pantry can purchase

What exactly do the what they need. Any amount would be
Volunteers do at the welcome!
Pantry?

A Data Entry Volunteer will ask the neighbor for

their ID and compare it to the Computer Data. They Foc u s o n
will log in the date of food pickup and make sure
they have not already received food that calendar
month. In the event the neighbor has already been t h F d
to FCC Pantry this calendar month, the volunteer e o o

will ask if they realize they are only supposed to re-
ceive food once a month at our pantry. In the event
they are aware they have received food that month, Pa n t rY'
but due to circumstances they are in need of food, u
we will give them an Emergency Supply of food and
a list of alternate Pantry sites in our area. The Vol-

unteer will then check for correct address and verify
the number in the household. They will receive ad-
ditional food if they have more than 3 people in the

household. The basic amount indicated on the food

shelves is for 1-3 people. They can double the ;
amount for 4-6 people and triple for over 6. This Food Pa ntry Is on TUESdayS
neighbor’s information will now be automatically ; _
transmitted to Food Bank at the end of the day. from Noon until 4. Volun
We also give out Veterans Boxes to our Veterans teers are needed before
that give them some nice little extras and thank
them for their service. The boxes are provided by Noon to help set up and
The Food Bank for Central and Northwest Mis-
souri. after 4 to help put things
Our Data Entry Volunteers are Joyce Wagner, Sue
Snell, Judy Nienhueser, Debi Wells and Ann Little- away. Any time you can
field .

spare would be appreciated!
Learn about more volunteer roles in the next Bell!




SCAMMMERS and how to outsmart them.

As you are aware, FCC members were sent a scammer’s email, acting as if it were Rev. Dunn
sending the email. As a result, we thought it would be good to share some tips to help our mem-
bers. These are mainly related to phone calls that “appear” to be from someone you know.

In the age of TikTok, Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, LinkedIn and YouTube, where we broadcast
our lives (and voices) to the world, scammers are having a field day. They’re extracting voice sam-
ples, feeding them into their Al machines and producing chillingly accurate voice clones. With that,
the stage is set for a scam that’s as emotionally brutal as it is ingenious.

Here’s a rundown of popular scams so you can spot them before you get taken advantage of

1. Kids’ summer camp upset: There’s been a gas leak and they need to evacuate immediately.
The camp counselor wants you to pay for a hotel room and bus ride for your child.

2. Charity request: A voice you've definitely heard on TV called you, looking for cash to help dis-
aster victims. What's your credit card number?

3. Neighbor needs help: She’s crying that your dog was hit by a car and she took him to the vet.
You'll pay the bill now, right?

4. Auto parts emergency: Your trusty mechanic calls with bad news: Don’t drive your car, be-
cause there’s been a major recall and you need to buy the parts now!

5. Help me now: It's someone you know and they’re in jail/selling an heirloom/diagnosed with a
terminal iliness. You'll help out, won’t you?

These are just a few examples. There are thousands more where these came from. What is your
plan of action?

e Check the caller ID: If the call’'s coming from a number you don’t recognize or, even worse, a
blocked or hidden number, that’s a big red flag. Even if it sounds like your kiddo or mom on the
other end, hang up, then dial them on their cell.

o Verify with video: In high-profile cons like those involving a business, scammers have used
Al video, too. But most low-budget cons won’t go that far.

e Buy time: If the voice on the other end claims they’re in a jam — say, an accident or they've
been detained — tell them you’ll help but want to check things out first. Immediately try to
reach that person through other means or contact someone who might know their wherea-
bouts.

Money talks: If someone’s demanding a wire transfer or bitcoin payment, either on the phone or by
email, your scam alert should be blaring. Authentic emergencies don’t come with specific, shady
payment demands. We, as a church, will NEVER ask for you to send money online to an email.
We only use Continue to Give for online payments.

Email requests: If you have an email asking for you to send pictures of gift cards or your credit
card, it is a scam. Check the email address and verify that you know the actual email, not just the
name. Anyone can create an email with someone else’s name on it.

It is sad that we have to be aware of these things, but this is the world we live in and scammers will
prey off generous, kind and compassionate people. If it seems fishy, double check because it prob-
ably is fishy. When in doubt...call and ask.

Adapted from a newsletter from Kim Kommando
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Green Team

Lord, grant us the wisdom
to care for the earth and
till it. Help us to act now

for the good of future

generations and all your
creatures. Help us to
become instruments of a
new creation, Founded on
the covenant of your
love.




Please Pray for OUR CHURCH FAMILY

Weekly
Prayer C

Wednesdays, 9:15

\ Access Code
wy

Beverly Anderson, close friend of Sharon Gonder

Sharon Gonder-scheduled for hip surgery 7/8

Brooks Jarrett, brother of Annie Jarrett

Calise Lauf, friend of Sharon Gonder

Paulette Meyer, mother of John Schwartz-in hospice care

Kelly Leveron & Autumn-prayers for comfort at the loss of Cindy
Greg Maire, fighting cancer

Dan Meade, brother of Mary Ann Weaver-fighting Parkinson’s
Donald L. Miller, brother of Jon Miller, fighting cancer

PK Karrenbrock, granddaughter of a long time co-worker of
Bobbi Enslen’s at Central Bank.-treating brain tumor

Wilma Collins-adjusting to her new life at Heisinger

Kathy Brown-thankful for ongoing prayers. Celebrating she can drive now!
Wendell Hubbs

Kenny Holtgrewe-Marsha Posz’s father-continuing to make progress
Joyce Meade-chemo

John Blosser-recovering from heart surgery 7/1

Barb Kuebler

Our Country and our men and women serving our country.

Please call the office at 573-636-5157 or email at fccjcmooffice@gmail.com if you would like continued
prayers for an individual or if an individual can now be removed from the list. Thank you!

Did you also get The Bell in the mail? In an effort to keep our paper printing and mailing
costs low, we encourage you to subscribe online. To receive only via email, send a
message to fccjcmooffice@gmail.com! Your help is greatly appreciated!

Our Members in Care Centers

HEISINGER-1002 WEST MAIN JC MO 65109 OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS
MARIAM CRADDOCK,
WILMA COLLINS !
640 Murphy’s Ford Road,
HOLLIS DUNN
SHIRLEY FERGUSON Centertown, MO 65023
BARBARA NIKODYN OUR OUT-OF-TOWN MEMBERS
JC MANOR- 1720 VIETH DR. JC MO 65109 BETTY SCHRAMM,
JACKIE POSSINGER 6335 Maurer Rd. Apt 323
Shawnee, KS 66217
LENOIR WOODS 3710 LENOIR ST.
COLUMBIA MO 65201 BETTY SCHULTE
MARILYN BIESEMEYER 13458 Burgess,
PRIMROSE RETIREMENT Riley Township Ml 48041
1214 FREEDOM BLVD JC MO 65109
WENDELL & MYRA HUBBS OPAL ELAINE WEST
JOHN H. BENNETT Brookdale Rosehill Skilled Nursing,

Room 115, 12809 Johnson Drive,
Shawnee, KS 66216

EVA PRATT
3251 Pine Tree Dr. Cabin 16
Columbia, MO 65201




FOOD
DRIVE

You can help our pantry help the

less fortunate. Please consider

donating any of these items. Items
can be dropped off at the Church

Officel
Peanut Butter Mac and Cheese
Ramen Noodles Canned Corn
Canned Chicken Canned Tuna
o
Y o 4
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Y July Annive

Jeff and Sally Moore

Ed and Joy Powers

Ken and Ann Lane

Joe and Suzy Johnston

John and Jeanne Ruth

Bob and Sherry Jordan

Stan and Dianna Payne

John D and Fanci Bennett July 30

FCC will be working this summer with
the United Way Food for Kids pro-
gram. This will be while the JC
Schools are not in session. We have
been assigned the week of July 29-
August 2. We are needed from 10:15
-11:30 each day. If you are able to vol-
unteer, or would like more information,
please contact Ann Littlefield or the
Church Office.
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Shawn and Sharyl Kelsch July 8
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Arrangement Information for Cindy Leveron

Cindy passed from this life on June 28, 2024. Her Visitation will be held on Fri-
day, July 12, from 4-6 pm at Freemans Mortuary. Funeral service will be held on
Saturday, July 13 at 10:00 at First Christian Church, Jefferson City. There will be
a meal following the service.

July Birthdays

Elizabeth Coffman 1 Hannah Schatz ﬁi\ o

Wendy Miles 1 Wanda King 21 /

Abby Lloyd 3 Christoper Bell 22 \ :

Jim Dunwiddie 5 Ron Jordan 22

John Hequembourg 6 Jon Schwartz 23
““RAmeliaBell 7 RenaldoFrye 24

Dan Gibson 7 Juliet Kroeger 24

Tabatha Howard 7 John Ruth 24

Michael Lauf 7 Kathy Cavender 26

Shelly Woodson 7 Gretchen Huedepohl

Marilyn Langley 10 Corey Dawson 27

Kurt Toebben 10 Christie Oliver 27

Janice Gentile 13 Tom Weaver 28

Don Shaw 13 Jeanne Nelson 29

Karen Shroyer 13 Barry Gentile 30

Don Lioyd 14 Amy Schwartz 30

Bob Priddy 16 Jose' Villafane 30

Cathy Crocker 17 Jonathon Prouty 31

Blair Johnson 18

Marsha Posz 18

Drew Gonder 19

Jeff Moore 19

Tami Barrett 20

Andrew Highland 20




SENIOR MINISTER
Rev. Dr. Michael Dunn
pastor@firstchristianjcmo.org

ASSOCIATE MINISTER

Rev. Heather Patten
heather.fccjcmo@gmail.com
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Sharyl Kelsch
fccjcmooffice@gmail.com

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
Gretchen Huedepohl
Gretchen@firstchristianjcmo.org
FACILITY & GROUNDS

COORDINATOR

Scott Campbell
maintenance@firstchristianjcmo.org
BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR

Terri Lloyd
Terri.schenkel.lloyd@gmail.com
Financial
Finance@firstchristianjcmo.org
CONTACT US AT

327 East Capitol Avenue
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
Phone: 573-636-5157
firstchristianjcmo.org

f Login with Facebook

AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES:
Please contact Rev. Michael Dunn at
713-447-5954.

For non-emergency church-related
tems after working hours, Monday
thru Thursday, 8AM to 5PM, we have
an answering machine. Please feel
freeto call the church (573-636-
5157) atany time and leave a mes-
sage.

NOTE: IF YOU LEAVE A MESSAGE
ON THE ANSWERING MACHINE
ON FRIDAY, SATURDAY, OR SUN-
DAY, IT WILL NOT BE CHECKED
UNTIL MONDAY MORNING.
THANK YOU.

The next Church Bell will be
sent July 17 2024.
(Articles are due by noon
the Friday before)

MOBILE GIVING
-TEXT 4842368 TO

715-803-4772

-DOWNLOAD THE
"GIVERS APP"

Zoom Meeting Room meeting ID is 2202286773.
If you need the password, please contact the
church office at 573-636-5157 or one of our
leaders. To join in on our free conference calls, dial
(716) 427-1083 and enter access code 444928.

Please email or call Tina Mollenkamp:
tinamolenkamp @cgcb.org/573-522-4314), if you
would like to be on Common Grounds email
newsletter list, regular mailing list, or both. As an
alternative, you can also sign up for the email
newsletters on their website at www.cgcb.org.

A1COMMON ground
“: COMMUNITYBUILDING

Who Are We? We call ourselves Disciples,

a community of believers who follow Jesus by Worshiping God,

Growing in Faith, Serving our Community.

Bound to each other in Christ’s love,

we discover our life together through sharing life with the world.

You may give online at firstchristianjcmo.org/donate

THANK YOU

First Christian Church supports and welcomes the wearing of masks at your own comfort level.

WEBSITES YOU NEED TO STAY CONNECTED

Mid-America Updates: http://www.mid-americadisciples.org/newsletter-signup/
Disciples News Service Updates: http://disciples.org/dns/subscribe-to-dns/

“The Church Bell” (UPS 110-580) by First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) of Jefferson City, Missouri, is published bi-weekly and there is no issue the week between
Christmas and New Year’s Day. Periodicals paid at Jefferson City, Missouri. POSTMIASTER: Send address changes to Editor/Church Secretary, First Christian Church, 327 East

Capitol Avenue, Jefferson City, Missouri 65101.
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