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 Tributes to Rev. Dr. John Hadley Bennett 

 

Tuesday morning July 15, we lost someone who loved the world deeply and passionately, a love 
that mirrored more than most the love of God for the world (John 3:16). Tributes have poured in 
from a wide range of people. Below are some of those tributes, shared here for a grieving congre-
gation.  

The Lord bless John and keep him. 

The Lord make his face to shine upon him and be gracious to him. 

The Lord lift up his countenance upon him and give him peace. 

Numbers 6:24-26 

 

“John Bennett was a man of good character.  He loved God and was true to his purpose on earth of 
helping humanity.  If asked “what would Jesus do?” The answer could have easily been it’s what 
John Bennett does.  May he rest in peace.” 

“A great oak has fallen; Rev. Dr. John Bennett was a Gospel champion for justice. I am so grateful 
to have shared ministry in time, space and Spirit with him!” 

“One of the sweetest souls I’ve ever known. His presence radiated kindness, gentleness, and deep 
affirmation. His smile and laughter were a gift...steady, warm, and full of light. John’s conviction to 
fully show up, to stand against injustice, to take risks and use his voice until he no longer could, 
continues to inspire me. His wisdom, insight, experience, and steady presence were a true gift to 
this world.” 

“We are taught that time is measured in seconds, minutes, hours, days, weeks, months, and years. 
When we meet someone who is so incredible and it feels as though we have known them our en-
tire life, time ceases to matter. My heart is absolutely broken with the loss of this amazing, loving 
man who touched my life in ways that cannot be expressed in words.” 

“A world without John Bennett scares me, but I'm pretty sure he left enough of his love and grace 
here to keep us moving forward.” 

“I am sad to learn … that Rev. Dr. John Bennett has 
died. He was a wonderful man who practiced his faith 
courageously. In 2014, he was one of the Medicaid 23, 
arrested in the Senate gallery when #moleg aban-
doned more than 300,000 workers with low wages 
who were caught in a glitch of the Affordable Care Act. 
Those workers made too much to qualify for Medicaid, 
but too little to meet the Marketplace health plan crite-
ria. We the people finally closed that coverage gap 
with the initiative petition process” 

 



Series Update from Rev. Alexis 

The online series on How the Bible Came to Be has ended, although curiosity, learning, 

and connections continue as participants stay in touch and as future online experiences 

are planned. Because meeting by Zoom diminishes geographic barriers, ten people from 

Oklahoma, Indiana, and Florida joined members and friends of First Christian Church of 

Jefferson City. Tammy, a member of a Disciples church in Indiana, wrote: "The online 

learning experience has been such a quench to my thirst to connect with others and contin-

ue growing in faith. Meeting online gives the chance for introverts like me, who also happen 

to live in another state, to join and connect to others. The classes from Reverend Alexis are 

always full of information and well-planned while still allowing for ample discussion and piv-

oting to the needs of the group. I highly recommend trying one of her classes if you haven’t 

already. See you there!" 

My role of providing opportunities to learn and connect online is made possible by the gen-

erosity of Nanci Gonder through the Gary Gonder Memorial Fund. Stay tuned for future ex-

periences, and be in touch if you have questions or information to share. 

With You on the Journey, 

Rev. Alexis 

alexisatfcc@gmail.com 

Minister of Online Faith Formation 

A NOTE FROM THE LAKE AREA COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA  
 
An appreciative audience of young children to “seasoned adults” enjoyed a delightful program 
of favorite patriotic pieces and medleys from Broadway shows.  Thanks to members and 
friends who attended the recent concert.  Special thanks to Sandra Troutt, Jenny Hagenhoff, 
Don Lloyd and Dale Findlay who helped with programs and the free will offering.  Larry Neill 
and Virginia Lister of FCC encouraged me to contact the group to perform in 2010.  It’s been 
a happy partnership ever since! 
 
I received this note from the band’s communica-
tions representative – 
 
“Dear Friends at First Christian, we wish to shout 
out a big thanks to First Christian, and especially 
to Gretchen, for being such a welcoming host for 
the Lake Area Community Orchestra.  Every-
thing was ready for us to set up for the concert 
and the whole evening went so smoothly.  It was 
a great evening.  Many thanks and blessings to 
you!”   



Associate Minister’s Thoughts 

Dear FCC JCMO Family, 

I recently returned from the General Assembly of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), held this year in 
Memphis, TN. Our theme was "BEYOND," grounded in 
Ephesians 3:20–21: “Now to the one who by the power 
at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far 
more than all we can ask or imagine…” And truly, the 
week stretched my imagination of what the Church can 
be and do. 

General Assembly, is a time of connection—of coming 
together with Disciples from across the country to wor-
ship, learn, pray, and discern. The worship was Spirit-
filled and the preaching was both bold and tender. I at-
tended workshops and business sessions that chal-

lenged me and stirred something deep in my heart—especially around themes of justice, 
accessibility, and the future shape of the Church. 

One story I’ve carried home with me came from a congregation discerning whether to re-
locate their ministry to a more impoverished neighborhood, where they could better meet 
people where they are. In the midst of those conversations, an unhoused neighbor who 
already attended their current location spoke up. He said, “But this is the only nice place 
I’m invited.” That simple sentence broke open the room. It was a holy reminder that where 
we do ministry matters—but so does how. Creating places of warmth, welcome, and dig-
nity for all is sacred work. 

I'm grateful to be part of a congregation that 
seeks to be that kind of space—a glimpse of 
God’s dreams made real on earth. Thank you for 
the opportunity to attend the General Assembly. I 
return with renewed hope, deeper connections, 
and a fresh sense that God is calling us beyond 
what we thought was possible. It's so good to be 
back! 

Love, 

Rev. Heather 

 



MUSIC and WORSHIP – Gretchen Huedepohl, Director of Music (7.23.25) 

 
“To everything there is a season . . . “ 

One of the great joys of being Director of Music Ministry has been the opportunity to direct the 
choir since October of 1998.  I saw the Chancel Choir grow from a dedicated group of about 
14 singers at that time to our peak of 34 regular singers several years later.  Of course, num-
bers in any group are fluid as schedules change, health concerns arise, members move 
away.  Many folks who now sit in our pews on Sunday morning were once active in the choir 
or at least joined us for seasonal cantatas.  I’m amazed that some singers who were singing 
in 1998 are still singing with us!  I’ve been blessed by the generosity of time and talent and 
grace extended to me through all these years as I sometimes stretched singers out of their 
comfort zones musically.  Many times we were learning together, laughing at ourselves along 
the way.  First and foremost, Wednesday rehearsals were ALWAYS about worshipping 
through music (even tedious sectionals!), but also a time to grow in faith, to share our lives 
with one another and to pray over joys and concerns.  The memories of music performed to-
gether -- particularly for Christmas and Holy Week -- will always be dear to me.  Each singer, 
past and present, holds a special place in my heart. 
 
So it is with mixed emotions, and after much prayer and consideration, that I have decided to 
step down as choir director this Fall.  This is not a conversation that sprang up overnight, but 
which has been evolving for several years.     
 
Tipping the scales for this decision is the fact that my daughter is expecting twins in August.  I 
have offered childcare to my first grandbabies on a part time basis.  I cannot do this while 
keeping up with all my current duties at church, particularly in the busy seasons of Christmas 
and Lent.  Surely something would suffer and that wouldn’t be fair to the musicians or the 
congregation. Of all my duties, choir requires the most time and energy from me, so it makes 
sense to step aside as I began a new season in life.  Will I miss the weekly connection with all 
the singers who have become my family here?  Absolutely!   
 
I will continue to work with vocal and instrumental soloists and small ensembles. I will contin-
ue as organist and as leader of the worship band, selfishly relishing more time for personal 
practice.  My duties as Director of Music continue -- this includes many of the things that hap-
pen behind the scenes that are not visible to the congregation.   
 
NEW CHOIR DIRECTOR NEEDED!   Obviously this means we are currently searching for 
the next choir director at FCC.  I’ve reached out to two profes-
sional music organizations to advertise the opening.  I’ve person-
ally contacted a dozen current and former choir directors to 
guage interest in this position.  I have a couple more leads to fol-
low up on but . . . . we could use your help!  Tell your family 
and friends about our need.  When the church advertises the po-
sition on FB, please share the post.  (In 1997 I serendipitously 
saw First Christian’s newspaper ad for a Director of Music.  I 
never dreamed it would lead to my hiring.  Certainly I didn’t 
dream I would still be serving this great congregation this many 
years later!  It was a leap of faith for both of us – I’m grate-
ful!)  Thank you for your continued support of my ministry here.  I 
now covet prayers that this position might soon be filled with a 
committed Christian to lead a wonderful group of singers! 
 
 



The Community Garden is           

producing fresh food for our      

neighbors in the Jefferson City area!  

If you have extra garden produce, 

feel free to bring it to the church—

our FCC Food Pantry will gladly 

share it.  

(Images courtesy of Becky Kuhn.) 

August Anniversaries 

Sue & Mark Snell  August 6 

Kathy & Steve Brown  August 8 

Doug & Cindy VanCamp August 9 

LeRoy & Frances Benton August 14 

 

 

 

 

Morris & Denise Woodruff August 20 

Chris & Marsha Graham August 24 

Tracy & Dan McClard  August 24 

Megan & Joe Andrews  August 28 

 



Starting on July 6, we will be 

livestreaming our worship services 

on YouTube.  The full service will 

be posted on Facebook after it 

concludes.  This is due to the     

recent updates in Facebook’s live 

video policies.  Thank you for   

making the shift with us.   

Follow this link to subscribe to our 

channel and bookmark the site so 

you don’t miss a service! 

YouTube Chanel 

 

August  

Birthdays 

 

Sharon Gonder 1 

Joyce Wagner 1 

Peri Ann Gulersen 3 

Toni McNeal  4 

Brenda Johnson 5 

Wade Park  5 

Elaine West  6 

Judy Brooks  7 

Rick Naught  7 

Corbin Johnson 9 

Scott Little  10 

Sharyl Kelsch 10 

Linda Sigler  14 

Drew Bell  15 

Selena Jackson 15 

Denise Woodruff 16 

David Avery  16 

Doug VanCamp 16 

Eden Dietle  17 

Dot Baker  20 

Nancy Mormann 21 

Lyle Best  22 

J. T. Yarnell  25 

 

Lauren Eichelberger 

   25 

Brenda Foutes 26 

Stephanie Bell 26 

Sandy Robinson 26 

Marylou Johnson 27 

Susan Vaughn 28 

Laura Avery  28 

 

 

 

A Thank You Note from Ashley Weaver 

To Our Church Family 

Thank you for the support and kindness during our mother’s illness and her passing.  We 

appreciate the many kind words and acts. 

Ashley Weaver and Family. 

https://www.youtube.com/@firstchristianchurchjcmo?sub_confirmation=1


Please Pray for OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

Brooks Jarrett, brother of Annie Jarrett 
Greg Maire, friend of Sharon Gonder 

Coty Saylor 

John Bennett’s family as they grieve his 
loss. 
Kay Newberry 

Don Lloyd 

Joy Powers 
Bill Marshall 
Don Miller 

Bob Jordan 
Wendy Miles 
Sharyl Kelsch 
 
Please call the office at 573-636-5157 or 
email at fccjcmooffice@gmail.com if you 
would like continued prayers.   
 
Items will be removed after 4 weeks unless asked 
to continue.   

Our Members in Care Centers 

HEISINGER-1002 WEST MAIN JC MO 65109 
WILMA COLLINS 

SHIRLEY FERGUSON 
 

 LENOIR WOODS 3710 LENOIR ST. 
COLUMBIA MO 65201 

MARILYN BIESEMEYER 

 

OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS 
MARIAM CRADDOCK,  

640 Murphy’s Ford Road, 
Centertown, MO 65023 

OUR OUT-OF-TOWN MEMBERS 
BETTY SCHRAMM, 

6335 Maurer Rd. Apt 323 
Shawnee, KS 66217 

 
 

 

 

BETTY SCHULTE 

13458 Burgess,  

Riley Township MI 48041 

    

         OPAL ELAINE WEST 

 Brookdale Rosehill Skilled Nursing,  

 Room 115, 12809 Johnson Drive,  

Shawnee, KS 66216 

 

EVA PRATT 

3251 Pine Tree Dr. Cabin 16 

Columbia, MO 65201 

 

SAVE THE DATE!   

East School Block Party will be Friday, September 

5.  We need LOTS of volunteers.  Please plan to 

attend the planning meeting on July 29 at Noon at 

East School.  The more the merrier! 

Contact Dawn Dunn to sign up to help! 

mailto:fccjcmooffice@gmail.com
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www.facebook.com/fccjcmo/ 
 

WEBSITES YOU NEED TO STAY CONNECTED 
 

Mid-America Updates:  http://www.mid-americadisciples.org/newsletter-signup/ 
Disciples News Service Updates:  http://disciples.org/dns/subscribe-to-dns/ 

Who Are We? We call ourselves Disciples,  
a community of believers who follow Jesus by Worshiping God,  

Growing in Faith, Serving our Community.  
Bound to each other in Christ’s love, 

we discover our life together through sharing life with the world. 

AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES:  
Please contact Rev. Michael Dunn 
at 713-447-5954.   
 
For non-emergency church-related 
items after working  hours, Monday 
thru Thursday, 8AM to 5PM, we have 
an answering machine.   Please feel  
free to  call  the  church (573-636-
5157) at any time and leave a mes-
sage.   
 
NOTE: IF YOU LEAVE A  MESSAGE 
ON THE ANSWERING MACHINE 
ON  FRIDAY, SATURDAY, OR SUN-
DAY, IT WILL NOT BE CHECKED 
UNTIL MONDAY MORNING.  
THANK YOU. 
 

The next Church Bell will be 
sent August 6, 2025 

(Articles are due by noon  
the Friday before) 

 
 

You may give online at firstchristianjcmo.org/donate 

Zoom Meeting Room meeting ID is 2202286773.  

If you need the password, please contact the 

church office at 573-636-5157 or one of our       

leaders. To join in on our free conference calls, dial 

(716) 427-1083 and enter access code 444928. 

We are a Green Chalice Congregation    

focused on creating a more sustainable  

environment both within First Christian 

Church, Jefferson City, MO and in the wider 

community. 
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