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 A Faith That Keeps Converting Me 

I’ve been thinking lately about a moment from my past in 1994 that still guides me. 

It came during one of the hardest seasons of my life. I was going through a divorce. I had married 
the girl I dated in college, and after seven years, she asked for a divorce. At the time, I was serving 
my first church in East Tennessee. When I told the elders, they responded with kindness and 
grace. They knew I needed time away and gave me a two-month leave to begin the process of 
dealing with the pain and healing. 

During that time, I attended a week-long preaching workshop at the National Cathedral in Washing-
ton, D.C., called “Preaching and the Imagination.” One afternoon, we entered a room where they 
had set up an exercise where each of us found a lump of clay in front of us. The instructions were 
strange, unlike anything at the time I’d experienced before: Listen to the clay. Let it tell you what it 
wants to become. Then, feel it—not to shape it, but to become one with it. What does it want to be-
come? 

I remember opening my eyes and looking around and thinking, What on earth have I gotten myself 
into!? I had just come out of seminary, where the work of preaching meant digging into commen-
taries, the Hebrew and Greek, and determining the historical context. This was completely different! 

But I leaned in. I remember deciding in the moment to surrender to the process. I let myself be 
shaped by the experience and just see where it would lead. What I created was abstract: this 
strange, lopsided, heap of a mess. At the end, we were instructed to walk around the table, looking 
at each other’s sculptures. Each person shared what the piece evoked—except for the artist, who 
was to remain silent. 

When my group came to mine, they said things like: 
“I see confusion.” 
“I feel sadness.” 
“It looks ill-defined. Stuck. Like it has no direction. Even a little an-
gry.” 

They didn’t know me or what I was going through. But somehow, 
they saw the truth in what I had made. There was a lot of that in that 
piece, because there was a lot of that in me. 

That experience became a quiet turning point in my faith. A kind of 
conversion. Not the kind that happens once and is done, but one 
that opens you up to a deeper way of listening—to God, to yourself, 
to others. 

I used to think faith was about having the right answers. Now I know 
it’s also about being willing to be shaped—again and again—by 
grace, by truth, and by the hands of the One who never stops forming us. 

 
**Continued on next page** 
 



Online Small Group Series in Process:  

Exploring How the Bible Came to Be 

It was an absolute joy to worship with you on Sunday, June 22. I was very grateful to spend 

time with many of you, and I am glad we could be together to celebrate Rev. Dr. John Ben-

nett's 60 years of ordained ministry. I am fortunate to be able to say that Rev. John and the 

First Christian Church of Jefferson City community supported me through my ordination 

process, and it is an honor to continue to serve the church, despite our geograph-

ic distance.  

During the month of June, nineteen people from Missouri, Oklahoma, and Indiana have 

been participating in a series exploring how the bible came to be and how that can influ-

ence our interpretations and understandings of our sacred texts. Some participate in our 

Zoom sessions as their schedules allow and others have regularly attended each session 

thus far. Being part of connections and learnings that exceed geographic boundaries has 

been particularly delightful! 

If you would like to learn more about our online small groups or want to be sure to know 

what is happening next, don't hesitate to be in touch. I would love to hear from you! 

With You on the Journey, 

Rev. Alexis 

alexisatfcc@gmail.com 

Minister of Online Faith Formation 

A Faith That Keeps Converting Me 
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Maybe you’re in a season where things 
feel messy, uncertain, or half-formed. Be 
gentle with yourself. The good news is—
God isn’t finished shaping you. And God 
doesn’t always rush. God creates with 
care. 

O God, Potter of our lives, shape us with 
mercy. Help us to listen for what You are 
forming in us, even when the way feels 
uncertain. Teach us to trust Your slow, 
sacred work of grace.  Amen 
 
Peace,     

 

Michael 



Ways to use the QR code for offering 
 
FCC has created this QR code to help simplify 
offerings. This code can be used for a weekly 
offering, but it can also be used for Noisy Offer-
ing! Many times we don't have change with us at 
church, but this is a way you can still support the 
cause. 
You can also use this code to donate to the Food 
Pantry and the Benevolence Fund. Simply select 
the fund on the Designation drop down that ap-
pears when you scan the QR Code. 

The Friendship Sunday 

School Class will be meeting 

in the Parlor over the       

summer.  Feel free to join 

them! 

Rev. Bennett  preaching. 

Clergy being recognized during worship. 

A heartfelt thank you to the staff, member-

ship , clergy and  other friends who made 

the 60th Anniversary of my Ordination so 

meaningful.  I’m deeply grateful for the 

worship liturgy, the beautiful music, the 

certificate of appreciation, the gifts in my 

honor to Missouri Faith Voices, the notes 

of appreciation and the reception after-

ward. 

It was a transforming and healing experi-

ence. Thanks be to God! 

Rev. Dr. John H. Bennett 

 



MUSIC and WORSHIP – Gretchen Huedepohl, Director of Music  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS for the second summer concert to be held in our sanctuary.  On 

Tuesday, July 15, at 7:00 p.m. the Lake Area Community Orchestra will share its summer 

program titled, “Blockbusters Broadway” under the direction of Dr. Nate Moe in his second 

year as conductor.  (Fun fact:  Dr. Moe and his fiance were just married this past week-

end!)  The ensemble always shares an entertaining program of various styles of music with 

recognizable showtunes, big band ballads, patriotic pieces and more.  Invite a friend to attend 

with you to support this group of volunteer musicians. 

If you’d be willing to serve as a greeter/usher to welcome people into our building, to pass out 

programs, and to collect the free will offering, please let me know.   

UPCOMING SPECIAL MUSIC 

*June 29 -- At the request of choir personnel and quite a few congregational members, the 

Chancel Choir will reprise an arrangement of the African-American spiritual, “I Want Jesus to 

Walk with Me” that we performed earlier this year.  This anthem ranks among one of my fa-

vorite pieces I’ve directed through the years.  It will feature Curtis Sudduth as soloist with a 

blue grass accompaniment by Ken Kehner, piano; Janna Volmert, violin; David Jordan, ban-

jitar; and Dana Johnson, string bass.   

*July 6 – Jim Wells will sing a new contemporary song by Stephen McWhirter, titled “Come, 

Jesus, Come,” an earnest personal plea for Christ to return now to “heal every hurt and right 

every wrong.”  I’m grateful to Jim for introducing me to this heartfelt song written by McWhirt-

er, a former drug addict and self-proclaimed Jesus hater turned worship leader.  Please check 

out the link below to listen to a portion of his testimony; it’s worth the 3 ½ minutes of time out 

of day! Click here: 

I HATED JESUS, then the impossible happened #jesus #addiction 



Starting on July 6, we will be 

livestreaming our worship services 

on YouTube.  The full service will 

be posted on Facebook after it 

concludes.  This is due to the     

recent updates in Facebook’s live 

video policies.  Thank you for   

making the shift with us.   

Follow this link to subscribe to our 

channel and bookmark the site so 

you don’t miss a service! 

YouTube Chanel 

 

A Thank You Note from Cyndy Millard 

My family and I want to thank everyone in my 

church family who had any part in my surprise 

80th birthday party.  I was totally surprised and 

I know I am a very blessed woman.  Thank you 

all! 

Join us for a field trip and invite a friend! 

 Springfield Cardinals Minor League Baseball 

Game 

 Saturday, August 16 

 Game Time: 6:35 pm 

 All-Inclusive Ticket Price: $29.86 (includes 

meal) 

 

RSVP to the office by July 15, 3:00 pm and get 

more info from the Church Office . 

fccjcmooffice@gmail.com or 573-636-5157 

https://www.youtube.com/@firstchristianchurchjcmo?sub_confirmation=1


July Birthdays 

 Elizabeth Coffman 1 

 Wendy Miles  1 

 Jim Dunwiddie 5 

 Dan Gibson  7 

 Marilyn Langley     10 

 Kurt Toebben         10 

 Karen Shroyer       13 

 Don Lloyd          14 

 Bob Priddy          16 

 Blair Johnson         18 

 Marsha Posz          18 

 Drew Gonder          19 

Hannah Schatz 20 

Wanda King  21 

Ron Jordan  22 

Christoper Bell 22 

Jon Schwartz 23 

Gretchen Huedepohl     26 

Kathy Cavender 26 

Christie Oliver 27 

Corey Dawson 27 

Dawn Dunn  28 

Jeanne Nelson 29 

Amy Schwartz 30 

Jonathon Prouty 31 

 

July  

Anniversaries  

Joe and Suzy Johnston

 July 7 

Sharyl and Shawn Kelsch

 July 8 

Ed and Joy Powers 

 July 11 

Bob and Sherry Jordan

 July 16 

John D and Fanci Bennett

 July 30 

 

Tom and Mary Ann Weaver have spent almost every first Monday morning of the month at 

Common Ground Community Building for the past Year and a half. While there, this loving 

and dynamic duo answer the phones and greet people who walk into the building. Common 

Ground Community Building (CGCB) is an organization that First Christian Church 

(FCC) supports through donations and volunteer time. 

The Weavers never know who might be on the other end of the phone call or who might 

walk through the doors. They don’t know the situation or crisis that brings people to 

CGCB until it does. And then, Tom and Mary Ann listen, extend hospitality and assure the 

guest that someone from the CGCB staff will help if possible. They spend their time with 

these people and share the resources available at CGCB and throughout Jefferson City. 

They give hope. And now they have decided to step aside. 

THANK YOU Tom and Mary Ann for sharing you time and talents graciously with CGCB. 

Your presence will be missed by many. 

If anyone from FCC is interested in volunteering at CGCB, chat with the Weavers or others 

from our church who are currently volunteering or have volunteered in the past. They will 

give you great information. They include Ann Littlefield, Patty Osman, Wade Park, Amanda 

Prouty, and Susan Vaughn. 

 

As a former volunteer and currently on staff at CGCB, I too am happy to talk with you about 

the great work being done through this organization.  

In gratitude, 

Robin Grumm 



Please Pray for OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

Brooks Jarrett, brother of Annie Jarrett 
Greg Maire, friend of Sharon Gonder 

Coty Saylor 

John Bennett 
Kay Newberry 

Don Lloyd 

Sandi Helton's grandson Lee 

Rita Starnes's son Ryan and mother 
Lois 

Joy Powers 
Bill Marshall 
Don Miller 
Bob Jordan 
Wendy Miles 
 
Please call the office at 573-636-5157 or 
email at fccjcmooffice@gmail.com if you 
would like continued prayers.   

Our Members in Care Centers 

HEISINGER-1002 WEST MAIN JC MO 65109 
WILMA COLLINS 

SHIRLEY FERGUSON 
 

 LENOIR WOODS 3710 LENOIR ST. 
COLUMBIA MO 65201 
MARILYN BIESEMEYER 

 

PRIMROSE RETIREMENT 
1214 FREEDOM BLVD JC MO 65109 

JOHN H. BENNETT 
 
 

OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS 
MARIAM CRADDOCK,  

640 Murphy’s Ford Road, 
Centertown, MO 65023 

OUR OUT-OF-TOWN MEMBERS 
BETTY SCHRAMM, 

6335 Maurer Rd. Apt 323 
Shawnee, KS 66217 

 
BETTY SCHULTE 

13458 Burgess,  

Riley Township MI 48041 

    

         OPAL ELAINE WEST 

 Brookdale Rosehill Skilled Nursing,  

 Room 115, 12809 Johnson Drive,  

Shawnee, KS 66216 

 

EVA PRATT 

3251 Pine Tree Dr. Cabin 16 

Columbia, MO 65201 

 

We are a Green Chalice Congregation focused on 

creating a more sustainable environment both within 

First Christian Church, Jefferson City, MO, and in the 

wider community.  

One way we are working to help the environment is 

to print less items. If you are able to get the Bell 

through email, please let the Church Office know and 

we will remove you from the mailing list. 

mailto:fccjcmooffice@gmail.com


SENIOR MINISTER 
Rev. Dr. Michael Dunn 
pastor@firstchristianjcmo.org 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 
Rev. Heather Patten 
heather.fccjcmo@gmail.com 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Sharyl Kelsch 
fccjcmooffice@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY 
Gretchen Huedepohl 
Gretchen@firstchristianjcmo.org 

BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR 
Terri Lloyd 
Terri.schenkel.lloyd@gmail.com 

FINANCIAL 
Finance@firstchristianjcmo.org 

CONTACT US AT 
327 East Capitol Avenue 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101 
Phone:  573-636-5157 
firstchristianjcmo.org 
 
 
 
 
 
www.facebook.com/fccjcmo/ 
 

WEBSITES YOU NEED TO STAY CONNECTED 
 

Mid-America Updates:  http://www.mid-americadisciples.org/newsletter-signup/ 
Disciples News Service Updates:  http://disciples.org/dns/subscribe-to-dns/ 

Who Are We? We call ourselves Disciples,  
a community of believers who follow Jesus by Worshiping God,  

Growing in Faith, Serving our Community.  
Bound to each other in Christ’s love, 

we discover our life together through sharing life with the world. 

AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES:  
Please contact Rev. Michael Dunn 
at 713-447-5954.   
 
For non-emergency church-related 
items after working  hours, Monday 
thru Thursday, 8AM to 5PM, we have 
an answering machine.   Please feel  
free to  call  the  church (573-636-
5157) at any time and leave a mes-
sage.   
 
NOTE: IF YOU LEAVE A  MESSAGE 
ON THE ANSWERING MACHINE 
ON  FRIDAY, SATURDAY, OR SUN-
DAY, IT WILL NOT BE CHECKED 
UNTIL MONDAY MORNING.  
THANK YOU. 
 

The next Church Bell will be 
sent July 9, 2025 

(Articles are due by noon  
the Friday before) 

 
 

You may give online at firstchristianjcmo.org/donate 

Zoom Meeting Room meeting ID is 2202286773.  

If you need the password, please contact the 

church office at 573-636-5157 or one of our       

leaders. To join in on our free conference calls, dial 

(716) 427-1083 and enter access code 444928. 

We are a Green Chalice Congregation    

focused on creating a more sustainable  

environment both within First Christian 

Church, Jefferson City, MO and in the wider 

community. 
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