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 An Interview with John Bennett 

 

To know John Bennett is to know someone who stands in a long line of prophetic voices—voices 
that echo as far back as Micah and Amos. Like those ancient prophets, John has spoken truth to 
power, not because it is easy, but because it is right. He has done so with humility and conviction, 
fully aware of the personal cost that often accompanies such courage. Few seek out the difficult role 
but John has never shied away from that call. 

 

What follows is part of an interview I had with John Bennett earlier this week. On June 22, John will 
celebrate 60 years of ordained Christian ministry—an extraordinary milestone that deserves our 
recognition and gratitude. We will honor this occasion during worship as we listen to John’s mes-
sage, followed by a reception where we’ll have the opportunity to share stories, appreciation, and 
memories of his impact on our lives. 

 

We invite you to bring a card or letter to share your sentiments. During the reception, a special of-
fering basket will be available for donations to Missouri Faith Voices, a ministry close to John’s 
heart. 

 

The Interview …  

 

John, why are you like you are? So passionate about justice? 

My parents. My father, Edwin, was a “skip operator” in a coal mine in the Flat River area of Mis-
souri. Skip operators load the large metal bins that were lowered down from the surface and posi-
tioned where the coal cars unloaded their contents. Once the huge metal bin was full, it would be 
pulled to the surface. Edwin operated the skip. He worked in that same spot for 30 years. He knew 
nearly everybody “underground.” My father was very active in the unions. He wasn’t a “firebrand” 
but he was active in the union and union causes.  

 

What about your mother? 

Myrtle had a lot of spunk. For instance, one Woman’s Day, she invited an African American friend of 
hers to come to Flat River, which was a Sundown Community, to speak on Women's Day, having 
met her at a state-wide United Women’s Ministry conference. She called up a local restaurant own-
er, and said, “Carl. We have a guest coming to speak Sunday at church, and we’d like to bring her 
out to eat. You need to know that she’s African American.” And he started hemming and hawing. 
And she said, “Carl. We’re coming. You’re going to serve us.” And they did go and they served 
them. She had a lot of spunk. 

 

My mother also taught the adult Sunday School class for 30 years. She was more articulate and vo-
cal than my father, who was quiet.  

 



When I first met you and you shared your story with me, I remember that your time in 
Lebanon, MO, was a kind of “pivot point” in your life and ministry. Looking back now 
so long ago, what do you reflect on the most about that time? 

One Sunday when I was in Lebanon where I was a pastor, soon after Oscar Romero’s death, 
I quoted him in the sermon. And a young couple that were visiting waited after church to talk 
to me. And she said, “We’ve come to the right place, we’ve just returned from El Salvador with 
the Peace Corp, and we have met the Archbishop.” And a friendship developed that contin-
ues today.  

 

But then she and I were together when Reagan invaded Libya. And Kadaffi’s step-child was 
killed, my youngest daughter and I happened to be watching T.V., she said, “Oh! Daddy! 
They’re killing our brothers and sisters.” I was scheduled to do the pastor’s article for the local 
newspaper for that week. And our Disciples General Minister and President and the UCC 
General Conference Executive Minister issued a joint statement that what Reagan did was 
inexcusable and unjust. In the article I quoted my daughter and a portion of the statement in 
the article. All hell broke loose with some people in the church. Many many people affirmed 
me, but there were, I don’t know, 15-20 who really took offense. 

 

What did you do after that? 

I knew it was time to move, so I looked for a “Clergy Career Counseling” session. I went to 
Kansas City to an Institute there. And shared much of my life story. I’ll never forget, when I 
was through, the therapist said, “You have a burning rage for justice, because of who your 
parents are and because of what their values are.” And he recommended, then, that I consid-
er a non-parish option for ministry. I eventually joined the Regional Staff in Iowa with a Social 
Justice and Ecumenical portfolio. It was a very good season in my life and ministry that lasted 
for six years. 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Michael 

An Interview with John Bennett (continued) 



 
 

Associate Minister’s Thoughts 
 

Dear FCC JCMO Family, 
 
By the time you read this, Pentecost will be over, but as I’m writing it’s still a few days 
away, so it’s on my mind. I don’t know about you, but this is one of those church holy 
days that I never really gave much thought growing up. I don’t remember it ever being 
mentioned, much less being a “big deal.” In my childhood church, the preacher didn’t 
wear robes or stoles, so I didn’t know that it’s the only Sunday of the year that the liturgi-
cal color is red. Maybe, if I strain hard enough, I can remember hearing something about 
“birthday of the church” and “arrival of the Holy Spirit,” but I’m not sure. 
 
The Holy Spirit is one of those subjects that’s a little hard for us to talk about, much less 
really feel like we can grasp and truly understand. It has its place in our faith story, for 
sure; not only at Pentecost, but also to the Restoration Movement, to which our denomi-
nation traces its roots, during the Second Great Awakening (late 18th-early 19th century.) 
The Cane Ridge Revival in August of 1801, led by one of our founders, Barton Stone, 
was a hotbed of Holy Spirit activity! People were simply overcome. They experienced 
fainting, uncontrollable laughter, weeping, dancing, and even barking as the Spirit moved 
them. 
 
Personally, I’ve never experienced the Spirit in a way that was quite so dramatic. My ex-
periences of the Spirit have been more subtle, quieter, but real and moving, nonetheless. 
For example, after praying to be filled and led by the Spirit, I began to see people a little 
bit differently. As I stood at a stoplight waiting to cross the road one morning on my way 
into work, I started noticing the people behind the wheels of all those vehicles on the busy 
road. I was a bit surprised to realize that I suddenly cared about these strangers as they 
hurried past me! I started making it a habit at that crosswalk every morning, to notice the 
people in their cars and send a little blessing their way.  
 
For me, that is one example of the Spirit’s gentle work in my life. I wonder what experi-
ences you’ve had with the Holy Spirit. How do you see the Spirit moving and leading you 
in your life? How do you see it alive and breathing through our church? What spark has 
God ignited within your heart or within this church that the Holy Spirit might blow upon, 
turning it into a blaze? 
 
Blessings, 
Rev. Heather 



 

Safety & Security 

Information 

The red doors to the sanctuary 

will remain locked on Sunday 

mornings until 9:30 AM and then 

will be locked again at 10:30 

AM. If you arrive prior to 9:30 

AM, please use the glass doors 

near the office or the garage 

entrance. 

The Lambert Family 

We would like to welcome Alan and 
Christie Lambert to FCC!  Alan and 
Christie joined on Easter Sunday and 
are going to be married on June 14, 
2025! 
 
Alan is from Holts Summit and his par-
ents still live there.  He has one son, 
four step daughters and 3 step grand-
daughters. He enjoys doing genealogy, 
travel, camping and golf.  Although he 
says he is not a good golfer, Alan has 
hit a hole in one 2 separate times! 
 
Christie is from Eldon.  She has 4 
daughters, 3 of which live around Jef-
ferson City, one is in North Caroli-
na.  She spends her free time traveling, 
spending time with family, camping and 
of course, spoiling the grand-
kids.  Christie had the opportunity to at-
tend the Kentucky Derby with her mom 
and her great aunt for her 100th Birth-
day! 
 
Please welcome Christie and Alan to 
FCC! 

Gather up your coins and loose change. 

This Sunday, June 15 is Noisy Offering. This 

month's offering is dedicated to the support 

of a Christian school in Eastern Europe. A 

family who teaches at the school will be in 

attendance to share a little about their 

school. 



Did you know that you can request to have 

Communion brought  to you if you are unable 

to attend Church?  Our Elders will bring you 

Communion if you are homebound. This 

could be for a short period of time (recovering 

from illness, etc.) or if you are unable to at-

tend Church for a longer period of time. Com-

munion can be brought to you if you are in a 

residential setting as well.   

Just contact the Church Office and we will 

help to set up this for you. 

Service of Recognition in Honor 
of Rev. Dr. John Bennett's 60 

Years of Ordained Ministry 
 

You are invited to a Service of Recogni-
tion for 60 years of Ordained Ministry for  

Rev. Dr. John Bennett. 
 

Rev. Dr. Bennett will be preaching in the 
Sunday Service. A reception will  follow 

after worship in the Activities Room. 
 

Please sign up in the Gathering Area if 

you plan to attend. 

Virginia Lister will have the Mill open for tours from 12-3 on June 

29, 2025.   Stop in and say hello! 



Medicare 101  
Educational Dinner 

June 19, 2025  
5:30–7:00 PM 

 

First Christian Church, Activity Room 

Turning 65 or already on Medicare? Learn about  
coverage, medication plans,  out-of-pocket costs, copays, and 
how recent changes may affect you or your loved ones. Dinner 
will be provided free of charge. 
 
Presented by local agent Mike Sneller 
No cost to attend – All are welcome! 
 
RSVP:  Email: fccjcmoofice@gmail.com 

Starting on July 6, we will be 

livestreaming our worship services 

on YouTube.  The full service will 

be posted on Facebook after it 

concludes.  This is due to the     

recent updates in Facebook’s live 

video policies.  Thank you for   

making the shift with us.   

Follow this link to subscribe to our 

channel and bookmark the site so 

you don’t miss a service! 

YouTube Chanel 

 

Acting on requests from mem-

bers of our congregation, FCC 

now has a QR code that can 

be used for weekly offering, 

noisy offerings or special    

offerings.  When you open the 

QR code, it will give you a way 

to select what card and where 

you want your offering to go.  

Please do not feel pressured 

to use this, it is just another 

resource.  Please contact the 

Church  Office if you have 

questions. 

Mike Sneller, Invictus Agent 

https://www.youtube.com/@firstchristianchurchjcmo?sub_confirmation=1


 

June Anniversaries  

Katherine and Lyle Best  June 3 

Claude and Roxie Hawkins June 5 

Carson and Erin Lepper  June 7 

Corey and Shelley Dawson June 9 

Brenda and Stephen Foutes     June 10 

 

 

 

Bob and Sally Robuck          June 14 

Carol and Ronald Jordan          June 15 

Amy and Dustin Kuebler          June 23 

Geoffrey and Sondra Gonder   June 23 

Don and Terri Lloyd                  June 30 

 

June Birthdays 

   Leon Veltrop  1 

   Corbin Gibson 1 

   Donna Brown 2 

   Frances Benton 2 

   Georgia Griffith 3 

   Gabee Fallert 5 

   Geoff Gonder 6 

   Alexis Bennett 6 

   Sue Snell  8 

   Steve Amick  9 

   Amy Kuebler  9 

   Nike Thompson 10 

   Harrison Sheppard 10 

   Linda Martin  10 

 

 

 

Alan Nelson  12 

Alexis Gandyloyd 14 

Cyndy Millard 16 

Bill Marshall  17 

Michael Dunn 17 

Grayson Gibson 17 

Sandy Bennett 20 

Miles Beachboard 20 

Milinda Dawson 21 

Callie Thompson 24 

Alexis Goodwin 24 

Christopher Lloyd 26 

Carol Jordan  27 

Robin Grumm 27 

Doug Hagenhoff 28 

 



Please Pray for OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

Brooks Jarrett, brother of Annie Jarrett 
Greg Maire, friend of Sharon Gonder 

Coty Saylor 

John Bennett 
Kay Newberry 

Don Lloyd 

Sandi Helton's grandson Lee 

Rita Starnes's son Ryan and mother 
Lois 

Joy Powers 
Bill Marshall 
Don Miller 
Bob Jordan 
Wendy Miles 
 
Please call the office at 573-636-5157 or 
email at fccjcmooffice@gmail.com if you 
would like continued prayers.   

Our Members in Care Centers 

HEISINGER-1002 WEST MAIN JC MO 65109 
WILMA COLLINS 

SHIRLEY FERGUSON 
 

 LENOIR WOODS 3710 LENOIR ST. 
COLUMBIA MO 65201 
MARILYN BIESEMEYER 

 

PRIMROSE RETIREMENT 
1214 FREEDOM BLVD JC MO 65109 

JOHN H. BENNETT 
 
 

OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS 
MARIAM CRADDOCK,  

640 Murphy’s Ford Road, 
Centertown, MO 65023 

OUR OUT-OF-TOWN MEMBERS 
BETTY SCHRAMM, 

6335 Maurer Rd. Apt 323 
Shawnee, KS 66217 

 
BETTY SCHULTE 

13458 Burgess,  

Riley Township MI 48041 

    

         OPAL ELAINE WEST 

 Brookdale Rosehill Skilled Nursing,  

 Room 115, 12809 Johnson Drive,  

Shawnee, KS 66216 

 

EVA PRATT 

3251 Pine Tree Dr. Cabin 16 

Columbia, MO 65201 

 

We are a Green Chalice Congregation focused on 

creating a more sustainable environment both within 

First Christian Church, Jefferson City, MO, and in the 

wider community.  

One way we are working to help the environment is 

to print less items. If you are able to get the Bell 

through email, please let the Church Office know and 

we will remove you from the mailing list. 

mailto:fccjcmooffice@gmail.com


SENIOR MINISTER 
Rev. Dr. Michael Dunn 
pastor@firstchristianjcmo.org 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 
Rev. Heather Patten 
heather.fccjcmo@gmail.com 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Sharyl Kelsch 
fccjcmooffice@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY 
Gretchen Huedepohl 
Gretchen@firstchristianjcmo.org 

BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR 
Terri Lloyd 
Terri.schenkel.lloyd@gmail.com 

FINANCIAL 
Finance@firstchristianjcmo.org 

CONTACT US AT 
327 East Capitol Avenue 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101 
Phone:  573-636-5157 
firstchristianjcmo.org 
 
 
 
 
 
www.facebook.com/fccjcmo/ 
 

WEBSITES YOU NEED TO STAY CONNECTED 
 

Mid-America Updates:  http://www.mid-americadisciples.org/newsletter-signup/ 
Disciples News Service Updates:  http://disciples.org/dns/subscribe-to-dns/ 

Who Are We? We call ourselves Disciples,  
a community of believers who follow Jesus by Worshiping God,  

Growing in Faith, Serving our Community.  
Bound to each other in Christ’s love, 

we discover our life together through sharing life with the world. 

AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES:  
Please contact Rev. Michael Dunn 
at 713-447-5954.   
 
For non-emergency church-related 
items after working  hours, Monday 
thru Thursday, 8AM to 5PM, we have 
an answering machine.   Please feel  
free to  call  the  church (573-636-
5157) at any time and leave a mes-
sage.   
 
NOTE: IF YOU LEAVE A  MESSAGE 
ON THE ANSWERING MACHINE 
ON  FRIDAY, SATURDAY, OR SUN-
DAY, IT WILL NOT BE CHECKED 
UNTIL MONDAY MORNING.  
THANK YOU. 
 

The next Church Bell will be 
sent June 25,  2025 

(Articles are due by noon  
the Friday before) 

 
 

You may give online at firstchristianjcmo.org/donate 

Zoom Meeting Room meeting ID is 2202286773.  

If you need the password, please contact the 

church office at 573-636-5157 or one of our       

leaders. To join in on our free conference calls, dial 

(716) 427-1083 and enter access code 444928. 

We are a Green Chalice Congregation    

focused on creating a more sustainable  

environment both within First Christian 

Church, Jefferson City, MO and in the wider 

community. 


