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Surprise! The Unexpected Acts of God

g | his year, the Revised Common Lectionary invites us to journey through the
Book of Acts — a book bursting with surprises. Our series, Surprise! The
Unexpected Acts of God, will explore the exciting, unsettling, and life-
changing ways God works in the world. From unlikely friendships to
astonishing miracles, from unexpected detours to surprising new beginnings,
Acts shows us again and again that God’s ways are anything but predictable.

These stories remind us that faith is not meant to be routine or humdrum. God is still active, still
surprising, and still calling us to be part of the unexpected. As we walk through Acts together, my
prayer is that we will open ourselves to God's surprises and be renewed with a deeper hunger for
God's work in our lives and in our church.

Here's a look at what’s ahead:

e May 4: An Unlikely Friendship (Acts 9:1-6, 7-20)
God brings together Saul and Ananias - enemies by every definition - showing us the surprising
power of grace and reconciliation.

e May 11: An Astonishing Imitation (Acts 9:36-43)
Tabitha (Dorcas) teaches us that following Jesus isn’t about labels, but about living a life that
reflects his love and compassion.

e May 18: An Unexpected Change of Menu (Acts 11:1-18)
God surprises Peter (and us) with a vision that redefines who belongs at the table - and shows
us the wideness of God's welcome.

e May 25: An Amazing Detour (Acts 16:9-15)
Paul's vision takes him to unexpected people in unexpected places, reminding us that God's
detours are often divine appointments.

e June 1: An Ironic Escape (Acts 16:16-34)
Freedom and bondage are not always what they seem. In God's kingdom, even prison walls
can't hold back true liberation.

e June 8: Pentecost: The Ultimate Surprise Party (Acts 2:1-21)
The Spirit falls, the church is born, and nothing will ever be the same again!

| hope you'll join us for this season of joyful discovery. Come ready to be surprised - and to find your
place in God's unfolding story!

Peace,
Rev. Dr. Michael Dunn



A Palm Sunday Prayer

Gracious and welcoming God,

On this Palm Sunday, we join the crowds in shouting “Hosanna!”—
not only with our lips, but with our lives.

We praise you for the One who comes in your name,

riding not in power, but in peace—

breaking barriers instead of building them,

inviting the excluded to come near.

You have shown us what love looks like:
Love that rides into the heart of suffering,
Love that welcomes the stranger,

Love that never gives up on anyone.

God, move us from exclusion to inclusion.

Where our hearts are guarded, soften them.

Where our eyes are closed, open them.

Where our arms are folded, stretch them wide.

Make us people who lay down whatever separates us
and pick up whatever welcomes others in.
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As we walk with Jesus toward the cross,
give us courage to include,

humility to listen,

and grace to make room for others—
just as you have made room for us.

We pray this in the name of the One who comes in peace,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Associate Minister’s Thoughts

Dear Church Family,

Holy Week is here. By the time you read this, we will have already waved our palm branches and
shouted “Hosanna!” on Palm Sunday. Thursday, we will gather in the sanctuary for a deeply
meaningful cantata service. Not only will the music be incredible, this service allows us to linger
in the sorrow of Jesus’ last few days. The service will begin with remembrance of Jesus’ last
Passover meal, as we share communion together. Then, we will remember the betrayal, suffer-
ing, and death Jesus experienced in the final days of his earthly life. Holy Week calls us to bear
witness to the worst of the worst humanity can do. It reminds us that our God loved us SO much
that he chose to come close to us and let us do our worst to him. It assures us that when we go
through our own suffering, we don’t go through them alone. Our God has been there, done that,
too. He knows just how bad things can be sometimes here on Earth.

That's why it's important that we not just skip from the excitement of Palm Sunday to the joy of
Easter Sunday. To really appreciate the miracle of resurrection, it is necessary to face and
acknowledge the sorrow and grief of crucifixion on Good Friday. Whether you join us for the
Maundy Thursday cantata, the Good Friday prayer vigil, or simply take time to pray and read the
passion narratives in the gospels on your own, | hope you will take some time this week to reflect
on the way our suffering Lord changed the world. I'll be praying alongside you.

Love ,
Rev. Heather



MUSIC and WORSHIP - Gretchen Huedepohl, Director of Music
HOLY WEEK WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Your Worship Team and staff have worked together to plan worship services and other activities
that will enhance our Lenten journey as a family of faith this season. Participating in these
opportunities will no doubt prove meaningful as we pilgrim toward remembering the final week of
Jesus’ earthy life.

*Maundy Thursday, April 17, 7:00 p.m. .
The Chancel Choir is working hard to polish the The Weep]ng Tree
music of the cantata, “The Weeping Tree,” which

will be shared during this service. I'm grateful for
the group’s dedication to offer its best, all the Maundy Thursday
while pUttlng up with my penChant for details. I'm THURSDAY, APRIL 17, 0 PM
also grateful for the musicians who faithfully say & 4 :

“yes” to accompanying us; such talent is repre-
sented here — Laurie Janeczko, flute; Alison
Robuck, oboe; Terri Lloyd, clarinet; Janna
Volmert and Hannah Huedepohl, violin; Shannon
Merciel, cello; Ryan McFall, French horn; Ken 3
Kehner, piano; and Dana and Corbin Johnson,
percussion. Worship participants include Bob
Priddy, Steven Claycomb, Joyce Wagner, and -

Stephen, Brenda, Lily, and Sydney Foutes. Beautiful décor arranged by Carolyn Green places us in
the Upper Room as we remember the Last Supper. All in all, with wonderful music and profound re-
flections, this evening promises to be a meaningful time of remembrance of Jesus’ sacrifice which
will heighten your Easter celebration a few days later.

Presented by Chancel Choir, Soloists, and Instrumentalists

*Good Friday Prayer Vigil, April 18, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Just as Jesus prayed alone in the Garden of Gethsemane, we are offering this

opportunity as an intentional time of focused prayer. Spend 30 minutes—or more—in prayer at our
chapel, where Bibles, devotional materials, prayer requests, suggested prayer postures, and com-
munion will be available. Special thanks to Rev. Wendy Miles, Marsha Graham, Brenda Foutes,
and worship chair John Kuebler for organizing and overseeing this event. Mr. Kuebler will be at the
main entrance to welcome participants into the building. Please maintain a quiet atmosphere.

*Easter Sunday, April 20, 10:00 a.m.

Celebrate Christ’s resurrection with your church family in a joyful service. The day will feature
meaningful readings, two uplifting anthems by the Chancel Choir, and a brass quintet’s stirring
hymn accompaniments. Adding to our celebration of new life, Rev. Dunn will baptize two young
members of our church family, marking a truly special occasion. Christ is risen—He is risen indeed!

“And being found in appearance as a man,
He humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—
even death on a cross!
Therefore God exalted Him to the highest place
and gave Him the name that is above every name,
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord.”
(Philippians 2:7-11 NIV)




First Christian Church
Lenten Week Events 2025

Good Friday Prayer Vigil

The FCC Worship Committee is
creating a sacred space in the

Maundy Thursday Chapel for a Prayer Vigil on Good

THURSDAY, APRIL 17, 7:00 PM

Friday (April 18, 2025)

The Church will be open for partici-
pants from 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM.

Good Fri'déy‘-*'."? | 3
1

Pra,yer Vigil "!!

- F'
Please join us on Maundy Thursday for the Chan- %
cel Choir's Easter Cantata, “The Weeping Tree” . 7
April 17 at 7:00 PM in remembrance of Jesus’
sacrifice .

“THE LAST SEVEN WORDS OF CHRIST” You are invited

NOON DAY SERVICE to an ecumenical
Good Friday

service at noon
on April 18, 2025
at Second
Baptist Church,
501 Monroe St.,
Jefferson, MO.

“‘He was
wounded for our
transgressions;
by his stripes we

are healed”,
Isaiah 53:5.

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH | 2
501 Monroe Street 12:00 Noo

Jefferson City, Mis: i .
e Sy, Missot April 18, 2025




First Christian Church
Easter Sunday Events 2025

Easter Egg Hunt

Families with children in grade 5 and
younger are invited to an Easter Egg Hunt
on Easter morning, April 20, 9:00 AM in
the FCC Kids Room across from the kitch-
en.

Bring a friend and join the fun!

Easter Sunday Baptisms

Easter Sunday is always special on so many levels. The World’s "No!” to Jesus in his
death by crucifixion is met by the “Yes!” of resurrection, which is always God’s last
word. It's special because that is deeply meaningful for our faith in a world of constant
death. Easter is also special because we associate cherished traditions to it. Who
doesn’t enjoy the joy of an Easter Egg Hunt or a rugged cross bursting with Easter
lilies. Easter is also special because we witness people take the step of baptism. For
Barton W. Stone, an early leader in our Disciples of Christ movement, baptism was an
outward sign of an inward reality that may have already occurred on one’s life. Please
be in prayer for baptismal candidates who will be baptized this Easter.

Amelia Sue Bell
Andrew David Highland
lan Tomas Schwartz
Noah Paul Schwartz

If you
ordered an
Easter Lily,

remember to

pick up your

lily following
Easter
service.




Earth Sunday
Joe Blosser talk

Green Team Info.



Event Thank You

Malawi Prayer House

Safety & Security Information

The red doors to the sanctuary will remain
locked on Sunday mornings until 9:30 AM

and then will be locked again at 10:30 AM.

If you arrive prior to 9:30 AM, please use
the glass doors near the office or the
garage entrance.

Custodial Concerns

Please help! With the absence of
custodial help, we ask for your
assistance.

Please, report issues needing
attention by filling out a Custodial
Request form at the office or by
contacting Rich Green directly.

You can help by cleaning up your
classroom, work space, or meeting
space. Janitorial closets have
supplies for you to use.




POVERTY

SIMULATION

SATURDAY, APRIL 12

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

An interactive
experience designed to

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH GYM
107 MONROE STREET
NO COST

give participants a
glimpse into the
challenges faced by

individuals living in

SIGN UP AT FBCJC.ORG/

n

hip funds.

orrice. It's time to register for summer church camps! FCC pays for half of the
§ camp fees for each camper from our congregation. The region has a N\
limited number of additional scholarships available for campers in
need. Don’t let money be the reason for not attending camp.

Try-It Camp (Ages 4-Completed Grade 1)
Adult Must Attend with Child

June 6-7

$235 (for 1 adult and 1 child)

$65 (for additional child)

Applications Due April 15

Elementary Camp (Completed Grades 2-3)
July 14-16
$280 per camper

Junior Camp (Completed Grades 4-5)
July 14-18
$335 per camper

EAST SCHOOL + FCC
MENTORSHIP PROGRAM:

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! Chi-Rho Camp (Completed Grades 6-8)

July 28-August 2
$375 per camper

.

« Assist with background check sign-ups for volunteers

How you can help:

CYF Camp (Completed Grades 9-12)
July 7-12
« Coordinate with the school contact regarding mentoring $375 per camper

needs

1

« Assess volunteer availability and align it with the school's
needs Online Registration -https://mid-

americaandmupcamps.godaddysites.com/n

* Volunteer as a mentor! "
eola-reg-options

Questions? Please reach out to Dawn Dunn
713-876-7227
dawnaylordunn@gmail.com

Summer Camp Information -2025

We are in the NEOLA/MUP Region and our campers usually attend [}
Camp Jo-Ota in Clarence, Missouri. See below for more information.

poverty.

REGISTRATION IS OPEN ﬁ
't I\ 4
'\ 2\ v
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CHURCH CAMP

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT THE OFFICE
SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE

Canoe Camp -(Grades 6-12)

June 15-19

$280per camper

Location: Shannondale-Current River

Online Registration -https://mid-
americaandmupcamps.godaddysites.com/can
oe-camp-1

After you register your child, please contact
the church office at 636-5157 or
fecjcmooffice@gmail.comand give them the
following information.

-Child’s name

- Grade in school

‘Which camp they are attending

‘Whether you applied for a scholarship,
or you will be submitting half of the
registration fee to the church.

Scholarship Information -https://mid-
americaandmupcamps.godaddysites.com/sch
olarship-info

Apply by June 1 to hold your scholarship.




Sunday Mornings, 9:00-9:50

Children's Wing Across from the Kitchen

» /* sanctuary, flower arrangements

Adult Sunday School classes
meet at 9:00 on Sunday morn-
ings Join us after worship for a
fellowship time with coffee and

treats. Nursery services are
provided for worship and fel-
lowship times.

SUNDAYS STARTING SEPTEMBER 8

FCC Youth Actlvmes

GRADES 6-12 Ei

9:00 - THE LOUNGE

11:00 YOUTH GROUP ?
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Sanctuary Flowers

loved one, or simply donate .. {
flowers to beautify the o

be If you would like to honor a
o

#3

may be purchased for $29.95. 3'%’
Please sign the book by the

for chapel or contact the Church ’?ﬁ‘“/
-t Office.
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Did you know that you can re-
quest to have Communion
brought to you if you are una-
ble to attend Church? Our EI-
ders will bring you Communion
if you are homebound . This
could be for a short period of
time (recovering from illness,
etc.) or if you are unable to at-
tend Church for a longer period
of time.. Communion can be
brought to you if you are in a
residential setting as well.
Just contact the Church Office
and we will help to set up this
for you.



? 2025 MEMPHIS

OND

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

EPHESIANE F:20-31

July 12 - 15, 2025
REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN

Visit ga.disciples.org

Did you know that the General Assembly of the Disciples of Christ churches is open to ALL church members
to attend? Have you ever thought about attending? Here is your chance!

Join us July 12-15, 2025, in Memphis, TN, for a transformative gathering of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ). The theme this year is BEYOND, inspired by Ephesians 3:20-21.

We will come together to celebrate, learn, and grow in faith through powerful worship, inspiring workshops,
thought-provoking speakers, impactful mission projects, and fun and fellowship for children, youth, young
adults, and adults.

Plus, enjoy opportunities to explore the culture and history of Memphis! Let’s go BEYOND together—
BEYOND expectations, BEYOND boundaries, BEYOND ourselves. Register now and be part of this sacred and

: General Assembly
T 2025 MEMPHIS Preachers

BEYOND

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

EPHESIANS 3:20-21

Meet the Preachers

Among those scheduled to preach at
our upcoming General Assembly in
Memphis is Mid-America's own Rev.
Brian Kirk! He serves as the pastor
of First Christian Church in St. Jo-
seph, where we were blessed by his
sermon at last year's Regional As-
sembly. Brian is one of our Timothies
from First Christian Church of Jeffer-
son City, MO. He served as our
Youth Minister and taught in the Jef-
ferson City Public Schools.

Dr. Bernice King

CEO of the Rev. Brian Kirk L o) Jacaamenenis
e e BEYOND
Center For Nonviolent First Christian - Ap GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Social Change Church Vice President of
King Center) St. Joseph, Development and
Theline ' Missouri Marketing at the Dr. Stephen Cady s
July 12, 2025 July 13. 2025 National President of Rev. Terri Hord Owens,
Y29 Benevolent Brite Divinity Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins,
Association School Rev. Dr. Richard Hamm &
July 13, 2025 July 14, 2025 Rev. John Humbert l
Current and Former General
Minister and Presidents

July 15, 2025


https://ux7bc4cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xm2M4-WqwQ_3zJ-3uk_lSE9wBUZ1U0gzOhl-fVczaSj0gcS1w1nE2xo3DYXLSdkx9_K2JwtCXri7yLRF7QZl2y_FazC5icpqqmRzHy6HA1qSbJWCI5cL6yYrd3CC9Xpju2nVGqErKLAd7c2Aoj-cmg==&c=NhLsUWmqN5BbVrlAd0MLyk2cRB6OfE5Ci1QHegyDb5ieuqYMCUp6wg==&ch=Tru
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p‘ﬁ;‘" April Anniversaries
Jon & Linda Martin April 3
Deanna & Hugh McKay April 12
Pat & Steve Amick April 18
Doug & Jenny Hagenhoff April 22
Leon & Ruth Veltrop April 24

April Birthdays

Sid Belshe 3 Roxie Hawkins 13 Darlene Charles 23
Noah Schwartz 4 Bobbi Enslen 14 Ed Powers 23
Meghan Andrews 4 Kelly Leveron 14 Charles Highland
ira Patten 4 Seth Huedepohl 16 Judy Naught 28
Patty Osman 5 Nancy Priddy 17 Heather Patten 28
Pat Amick 8 John Bennett 18 Eva Pratt 30

Joe Johnston 8 Amanda Prouty 18

Joe Payne 10 Gene Enslen
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Please Pray for OUR CHURCH FAMILY

Brooks Jarrett, brother of Annie Jarrett

Greg Maire, friend of Sharon Gonder

Dan Meade, brother of Mary Ann Weaver

Joyce Meade-sister-in-law of Mary Ann Weaver

Coty Saylor

John Bennett

Richard Vaughan

Kay Newberry .

Don Lloyd W God answers prayers.
Family of Barb Nikodym as they mourn her
passing

Sandi Helton's grandson Lee

Rita Starnes's son Ryan and mother Lois

Joy Powers

Family of Hollis Dunn as they mourn his passing.
Family of Yvonne Miller as they mourn her passing.

Please call the office at 573-636-5157 or email at fccjcmooffice@gmail.com if you would
like continued prayers.

Items will be removed after 4 weeks unless asked to continue.

Our Members in Care Centers

HEISINGER-1002 WEST MAIN JC MO 65109 OUR OUT-OF-TOWN MEMBERS
WILMA COLLINS BETTY SCHRAMM,
SHIRLEY FERGUSON 6335 Maurer Rd. Apt 323
Shawnee, KS 66217
LENOIR WOODS 3710 LENOIR ST. BETTY SCHULTE
COLUMBIA MO 65201
13458 Burgess,
MARILYN BIESEMEYER Riley Township Ml 48041
PRIMROSE RETIREMENT OPAL ELAINE WEST
1214 FREEDOM BLVD JC MO 65109 Brookdale Rosehill Skilled Nursing,
MYRA HUBBS Room 115, 12809 Johnson Drive,
JOHN H. BENNETT Shawnee, KS 66216
EVA PRATT
OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS 3251 Pine Tree Dr. Cabin 16
MARIAM CRADDOCK, Columbia. MO 65201
640 Murphy’s Ford Road, olumbia, 6520

Centertown, MO 65023
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SENIOR MINISTER
Rev. Dr. Michael Dunn
pastor@firstchristianjcmo.org

ASSOCIATE MINISTER

Rev. Heather Patten
heather.fccjcmo@gmail.com
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Brenda Johnson
fccjcmooffice@gmail.com
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
Gretchen Huedepohl
Gretchen@firstchristianjcmo.org
BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR

Terri Lloyd
Terri.schenkel.lloyd@gmail.com
FINANCIAL
Finance@firstchristianjcmo.org
CONTACT US AT

327 East Capitol Avenue
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
Phone: 573-636-5157
firstchristianjcmo.org

f Login with Facebook

www.facebook.com/fccjcmo/

AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES:
Please contact Rev. Michael Dunn
at 713-447-5954.

For non-emergency church-related
items after working hours, Monday
thru Thursday, 8AM to 5PM, we have
ananswering machine. Please feel
freeto call the church (573-636-
5157) atany time and leave a mes-
sage.

NOTE: IF YOU LEAVE A MESSAGE
ON THE ANSWERING MACHINE
ON FRIDAY, SATURDAY, OR SUN-
DAY, IT WILL NOT BE CHECKED
UNTIL MONDAY MORNING.
THANK YOU.

The next Church Bell will be
sent April 16, 2025
(Articles are due by noon
the Friday before)

MOBILE GIVING
-TEXT 4842368 TO

715-803-4772

-DOWNLOAD THE
"GIVERS APP"

Zoom Meeting Room meeting ID is 2202286773.
If you need the password, please contact the
church office at 573-636-5157 or one of our
leaders. To join in on our free conference calls, dial
(716) 427-1083 and enter access code 444928.

Who Are We? We call ourselves Disciples,

Growing in Faith, Serving our Community.

Bound to each other in Christ’s love,

a community of believers who follow Jesus by Worshiping God,

we discover our life together through sharing life with the world.

You may give online at firstchristianjcmo.org/donate

THANK YOU

First Christian Church supports and welcomes the wearing of masks at your own comfort level.

WEBSITES YOU NEED TO STAY CONNECTED

Mid-America Updates: http://www.mid-americadisciples.org/newsletter-signup/
Disciples News Service Updates: http://disciples.org/dns/subscribe-to-dns/

“The Church Bell” (UPS 110-580) by First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) of Jefferson City, Missouri, is published bi-weekly and there is no issue the week between
Christmas and New Year’s Day. Periodicals paid at Jefferson City, Missouri. POSTMIASTER: Send address changes to Editor/Church Secretary, First Christian Church, 327 East
Capitol Avenue, Jefferson City, Missouri 65101.



