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Surprise! The Unexpected Acts of God

You've probably heard the saying, "If you want to make God laugh,
tell God your plans." During this Easter season, we’ll discover just
how true that can be!

- / \ This year, the Revised Common Lectionary invites us to journey
7 , through the Book of Acts — a book bursting with surprises. Our
A A, series, Surprise! The Unexpected Acts of God, will explore the
e exciting, unsettling, and life-changing ways God works in the world.
From unlikely friendships to astonishing miracles, from unexpected
detours to surprising new beginnings, Acts shows us again and again that God’s ways
are anything but predictable.

These stories remind us that faith is not meant to be routine or humdrum. God is still
active, still surprising, and still calling us to be part of the unexpected. As we walk
through Acts together, my prayer is that we will open ourselves to God's surprises and
be renewed with a deeper hunger for God's work in our lives and in our church.

Here’s a look at what’s ahead:

e May 4: An Unlikely Friendship (Acts 9:1-6, 7-20)
God brings together Saul and Ananias - enemies by every definition - showing
us the surprising power of grace and reconciliation.

e May 11: An Astonishing Imitation (Acts 9:36-43)
Tabitha (Dorcas) teaches us that following Jesus isn’t about labels, but about
living a life that reflects his love and compassion.

¢ May 18: An Unexpected Change of Menu (Acts 11:1-18)
God surprises Peter (and us) with a vision that redefines who belongs at the
table - and shows us the wideness of God's welcome.

e May 25: An Amazing Detour (Acts 16:9-15)
Paul's vision takes him to unexpected people in unexpected places, reminding
us that God's detours are often divine appointments.

e June 1: An Ironic Escape (Acts 16:16-34)
Freedom and bondage are not always what they seem. In God's kingdom, even
prison walls can't hold back true liberation.

e June 8: Pentecost: The Ultimate Surprise Party (Acts 2:1-21)
The Spirit falls, the church is born, and nothing will ever be the same again!

I hope you'll join us for this season of joyful discovery. Come ready to be surprised -
and to find your place in God's unfolding story!


https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=acbdd67e-7adc-4fe9-8eb5-088af8d5c35f

Peace,
Rev. Dr. Michael Dunn

Associate Minister’s Thoughts
Hello Beloved of FCC JCMO!

May is Mental Health Awareness month and | believe that’s an
important topic for everyone, including people of faith. As faithful
folks, we know that we have a powerful source of solace and
strength through Jesus Christ. Through Christ, we can endure all
things, even focusing on and taking care of our mental health! Often, when we face
challenges to our mental well-being, we can feel isolated and overwhelmed. However, our
community of faith, the body of Christ, offers a vital network of support, understanding, and
hope.

Scripture reminds us of God's unwavering presence in times of difficulty. Whether through
prayer, meditation on sacred texts, or simply feeling the connection to something larger than
ourselves, faith can provide a deep sense of peace and resilience. Our congregation is also a
place where we can find compassionate listeners, share our burdens, and receive
encouragement without judgment.

Remember, seeking help for mental health is a sign of strength, not weakness! Just as we
care for our physical health, nurturing our minds is essential for a full and vibrant life. If you or
someone you know is struggling, please reach out. Talk to a trusted friend. Don’t be afraid to
contact a mental health professional. And of course, your pastors and elders are ready to
lend a listening ear and a shoulder to cry on.

Let’'s make this place a community where open conversations about mental health are
encouraged, and where the light of faith shines brightly, guiding us toward healing and
wholeness. Let's commit to fostering a culture of care, empathy, and unwavering support for
one another's spiritual and mental journeys.

Shalom,
Rev. Heather

Earth Sunday Thank You!

Big Thanks to the huge team responsible for the Earth Sunday service -

Green Team - planning, coordination of volunteers, transportation, set-up, planting and caring
for plants, and participation:

John Bennett, Steven Claycomb, Rich Green, Georgia Griffith, Blair Johnson,

Brenda Johnson, Bob Priddy, Nancy Priddy, Travis Jackson

Sermon:
Rev. Dr. Michael Dunn

Decoration of communion table:
Carolyn Green

Music planning, rain stick/ocean drum performance, and general support:
Gretchen Huedepohl, Terri Lloyd



Bell choir - chime performance lead by Terri Lloyd:
John Howland, Gretchen Huedepohl, Sherry Jordan, John Kuebler, Don Lloyd, Nancy Priddy,
Dan McClard, Tracy McClard, Allen Posz, Susan Vaughn

Youth Group - Planning and leading "The Moment For All God's People" about recycling and
planting seeds for plant giveaways:

Greta Patten (making the origami paper flowers for the congregation), Darcy Patten, Edwin
Patten, Gabriel Jackson, Larissa Jackson, Talia Jackson, Travis Jackson, Rev. Heather
Patten, Rev. Dr. Michael Dunn

Elders:
Georgia Griffith, Rita Starnes

Deacons
Brenda Foutes, Steven Foutes, Rick Naught, Greta Patten

Communion Preparation:
Jenny Hagenhoff

Audio/Visual:
Blair Johnson

Green Team
FCC JCMO

We are a Green Chalice Congregation that wishes to live out our faith by caring for creation.
We are focused on creating a more sustainable environment within First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), Jefferson City, in the wider community, and in the world.




It's time for the
Great JCRATI

! COT WASH

and Inn Cleanup Day!

SATURDAY, MAY 3, 9AM

We have plenty of
cleaning supplies, but if you have
a favorite cleaning tool or
cleaner, feel free to bring it
along!

The Jefferson City Room at the Inn "Cot Wash and Inn Cleanup Day is Saturday, May 3, 9:00
AM at First Baptist Church, 301 East Capitol Avenue.

Community Garden & Food Pantry Partnership

The Green Team has arranged for First Christian Church to partner with Community
Christian Church to create a Food Pantry Garden to provide fresh produce for the FCC
Food Pantry. Community Christian Church will provide the land adjacent to their parking lot,
and FCC will provide the Food Pantry. Both churches will provide volunteers to make this
happen.

On May 3 (this Saturday), we need 4 or 5 FCC volunteers to work with volunteers from
Community Christian to build the fenced, raised bed garden. Planting will occur later. The
construction work will start at 9:00 AM and expect to be finished by noon. If you can volunteer
to build, please call the church office to sign up or just come to the Community Christian
church parking lot at 9:00 AM on Saturday. Plan to bring your own shovels, hammers,
cordless drill, gloves, etc.

Welcome To Our New Members

Please welcome our new members: Alan Lambert & Christie Martin and Lyle &
Katherine Best, with their children Lincoln and Teddy.



Online Small Groups Coming

This Summer SMALL ONLINE

ROUPSWITH
Rev. Alexis, our Minister of Online Faith Formation, REV.ALEXIS

can hardly wait for our online small group learning ARECON“NG!
experiences to begin this summer. Please complete
this form to express your interest and availability by
the end of the day on Sunday, May 18. We would love
for you to share this invitation to anyone you think
might want to join us. Our small group experiences
are open to all seekers.

All seekers are
welcome.

Please email Rev. Alexis if you have any
questions: alexisatfcc@gmail.com.

Widow's Support Group

The Widow's Support Group meets the second Thursday of the month in the Friendship
Classroom.

We are going to be a group "on the go" this summer. We will begin in May with a trip to
Fulton to visit the Churchill Memorial and have lunch at Beks. In June, we will enjoy Judy
Brooks' and Joyce Wagner's lake home

All widows are welcome to join our group. We always have interesting discussions and great
refreshments.

If you are interested in learning more about us and our summer trips, contact Cyndy Mlllard,
(573)353-0909 or Karen Shroyer, (573)619-0387.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeBsZKzmsSbluOblGHDC38tzycqRpfGbwrsNTWut_a8oXG1MQ/viewform
mailto:alexisatfcc@gmail.com
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FCC Kids and the Youth Group will both be wrapping up for the school year on May 18.
While we're taking a break over the summer, consider attending a camp or heading to the
General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Memphis this July with
your family. Be on the lookout for a few special events for fun and fellowship over the
summer, too. We'll resume regular meetings in September.

Member Shoutouts!

Recording and Saving History

The Missouri State Museum team was
delighted to welcome Bob Priddy to the
Riverside Collection Facility on April 28, 2025.
Bob donated his "battered Royal" typewriter to
the Missouri State Museum collection. During
its service, Bob cranked out thousands of
news stories, book pages and more on this
hefty manual typewriter. The Museum is
excited to have it as part of the collection!

The Museum thanked Bob for the donation
and for his ongoing dedication to researching
and sharing the history and culture of our
state!

Elizabeth's Cookie Ministry

So, what does a cookie do? Well, for one
thing, it is a great conversation starter and a
great reason for friendship.

When | visited Rev. John Bennett, he
appreciated the cookie and acknowledgement.
In his words, "The cookie is part of the healing
process."

The cookies we shared seemed minor to the
smiles and hugs.

| like to say, "Where there are cookies and
prayer, there are more cookies and prayer." |
feel joy in the sharing! - Elizabeth Coffman

Summer Camp Information

It's time to register for summer church camps! FCC pays
for half of the camp fees for each camper from our
congregation. The region has a limited number of



additional scholarships available for campers in need.

REGISTRATION IS OPEN %

Don’t let money be the reason for not attending camp.

@

2

We are in the NEOLA/MUP Region and our campers
usually attend Camp Jo-Ota in Clarence, Missouri. See
below for more information.

CHURCH CAMP

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT THE OFFICE OR
ERIN LEPPER, FAITH FORMATION TEAM

- B
Try-It Camp CYF Camp

(Ages 4-Completed Grade 1) (Completed Grades 9-12)
Adult Must Attend with Child July 7-12

June 6-7
$235 (includes adult and child)
$65 (for additional child)

Elementary Camp
(Completed Grades 2-3)
July 14-16

$280 per camper

Junior Camp

(Completed Grades 4-5)
July 14-18
$345 per camper

Chi-Rho Camp

(Completed Grades 6-8)
July 28-August 2
$385 per camper

Online Registration

$385 per camper

Canoe Camp

(Grades 6-12)

July 15-19

$280 Location: Shannondale - Current
River

Canoe Camp Registration

After you register your child,
please contact the church office
with the following information.

e Child’s name

e Grade in school

¢ Which camp they are
attending

Scholarship Information

FCC + East School Partnership:
Empowering Minds, Enriching Hearts

Mentorship Program: Volunteers Needed!

We are thrilled to announce the re-launch of our Mentoring Program, connecting our church
with East Elementary School! This program has made a meaningful impact in the past, and
we’re excited to see it grow with your support. Here’s how you can get involved:

Background Check: For the safety and security of all involved, all volunteers must
complete a background check.

Application Process: Volunteer applications can be submitted through the school’s
registration link.

Background Check Fee: There is a small fee for the background check, but please
don’t let that hold you back. If needed, the church is happy to assist with the cost.
Collaboration with East Elementary: We will be working closely with the school’s
counselor to identify the current needs of the students. Volunteers are also needed to
help with coordination efforts!

Matching Availability: We’ll assess volunteer schedules to match them with the
school’s needs, and volunteers are needed to assist in this process as well.


https://mid-americaandmupcamps.godaddysites.com/neola-reg-options
https://mid-americaandmupcamps.godaddysites.com/canoe-camp-1
https://mid-americaandmupcamps.godaddysites.com/scholarship-6%2F1-deadline

I’'m so excited to see this program take off again! Many of you have shared how impactful it
has been, and | can’t wait for us to continue making a difference together.

Your support is truly needed, and | encourage you to prayerfully consider how you can be
part of this incredible opportunity. Thank you for your heart and commitment!

If you're interested in getting involved or have any questions, please don’t hesitate to reach
out to Dawn.

Dawn Dunn
713-876-7227
dawnaylordunn@gmail.com.

Y 2025 MEMPHIS

BE YOND

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

EPHESIANG 3:20-21

July 12 - 15, 2025
REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN

Visit ga.disciples.org

Did you know that the General Assembly of the Disciples of Christ churches is open to ALL
church members to attend? Have you ever thought about attending? Here is your chance!

Join us July 12-15, 2025, in Memphis, TN, for a transformative gathering of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ). The theme this year is BEYOND, inspired by Ephesians 3:20-
21.

We will come together to celebrate, learn, and grow in faith through powerful worship,
inspiring workshops, thought-provoking speakers, impactful mission projects, and fun and
fellowship for children, youth, young adults, and adults.

Plus, enjoy opportunities to explore the culture and history of Memphis! Let's go BEYOND
together—BEYOND expectations, BEYOND boundaries, BEYOND ourselves.

First Christian Church, Jefferson City is planning a trip to Memphis for the Assembly.
Attend an info meeting this Sunday, after church, May 4, in the Chapel.




?2025 MEMPHIS

BE YOND

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

EPHESIANS 3:20-21

Meet the Preachers

4

Dr. Bernice King

CEO ofthe Rev. Brian Kirk
Martin Luther King, Jr. Pastor at .
Center For Nonviolent First Christian Rev. April Lewton
Social Change Church Vice President of
King Center) St. Joseph, Development and
i Missouri Marketing at the Dr. Stephen Cady
July 12, 2025 July 13. 2025 National President of Rev. Terri Hord Owens,
S Benevolent Brite Divinity Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins,
Association School Rev. Dr. Richard Hamm &
July 13, 2025 July 14, 2025 Rev. John Humbert
Current and Former General
Minister and Presidents
July 15, 2025
(o) General Assembly Preachers

Among those scheduled to preach at our upcoming
General Assembly in Memphis is Mid-America's own Rev.
Brian Kirk! He serves as the pastor of First Christian
Church in St. Joseph, where we were blessed by his
sermon at last year's Regional Assembly.

Brian is one of our Timothies from First Christian Church
of Jefferson City, MO. He served as our Youth Minister
and taught in the Jefferson City Public Schools.

' Master Gardeners

5{4 We need your help.

Attention Do you have a green thumb?

We are seeking help from a Master Gardener. Our
church has several plants around the building, and
we need guidance on how to keep them healthy.

Contact the church office if you can help.

you if you're unable to attend church?

Our Elders are happy to provide communion for those who
are homebound, whether temporarily (such as during



https://ux7bc4cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Xm2M4-WqwQ_3zJ-3uk_lSE9wBUZ1U0gzOhl-fVczaSj0gcS1w1nE2xo3DYXLSdkx9_K2JwtCXri7yLRF7QZl2y_FazC5icpqqmRzHy6HA1qSbJWCI5cL6yYrd3CC9Xpju2nVGqErKLAd7c2Aoj-cmg==&c=NhLsUWmqN5BbVrlAd0MLyk2cRB6OfE5Ci1QHegyDb5ieuqYMCUp6wg==&ch=TruIDtLerp0XUwjW1OKGkzqaU2q7uRXU-xn2H49hjiFwWkRMxAMq3Q==

recovery from illness) or for a longer period of time.

Just contact the Church Office at 573-636-5157 and we’ll make arrangements.

Safety and Security Reminder

The red doors to the sanctuary will remain locked on Sunday mornings until 9:30 AM and
then, will be locked again at 10:30 AM. If you arrive prior to 9:30 AM, please use the glass
doors near the office or the garage entrance.

Our Members in Care Centers

HEISINGER - 1002 WEST MAIN JC MO 65109
e Wilma Collins
e Shirley Ferguson

LENOIR WOODS - 3710 LENOIR ST., COLUMBIA MO 65201
e Marilyn Biesemeyer

PRIMROSE RETIREMENT - 1214 FREEDOM BLVD JC MO 65109
e John H. Bennett

OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS
Mariam Craddock,

640 Murphy’s Ford Road,
Centertown, MO 65023

OUR OUT-OF-TOWN MEMBERS
Betty Schramm,

6335 Maurer Rd. Apt 323
Shawnee, KS 66217

Betty Schulte

13458 Burgess,

Riley Township Ml 48041

Opal Elaine West

Brookdale Rosehill Skilled Nursing,
Room 115, 12809 Johnson Drive,
Shawnee, KS 66216

Eva Pratt
3251 Pine Tree Dr. Cabin 16
Columbia, MO 65201

Need a Ride to Church?

We have a church van that can pick you up and take you
home after Sunday worship service.

Just call the church office at 573-636-5157 and let us know
you would like a ride.

We'd love to see you at church!




PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY

Brooks Jarrett (brother of Annie Jarrett)
Greg Maire (friend of Sharon Gonder)
The family of Myra Hubbs on her passing
The family of Dan Meade, husband of Joyce Meade and brother of Mary Ann Weaver
on his passing
Coty Saylor
John Bennett
Richard Vaughan
Kay Newberry
Don Lloyd
Sandi Helton's grandson, Lee
Rita Starnes's son, Ryan and mother, Lois
Joy Powers
Bill Marshall

Join us in praying for our country, our military, and for peace around our world.

Please call the office at 573-636-5157 or email at fccjcmooffice@gmail.com if you would
like continued prayers.

Requests will be removed after 4 weeks unless asked to continue.

Weekly Prayer Call

Join us each Wednesday at 9:15 am as we gather
in prayer to share our concerns and celebrations.

Phone Number: 716-427-1083
Access Code: 444928

May Anniversaries

Otis & Dot Baker - May 16
David & Rochelle Reeves - May 22
Russell & Kathy Dunwiddie - May 30
Dr. Michael & Dawn Dunn - May 31
Nike & Callie Thompson - May 31

May Birthdays

Jenny Hagenhoff - May 4 Chris Sheppard - May 23
Juanita Dietle - May 7 Julie Jordan - May 23
Rylee Gonder - May 8 Tracy McClard - May 23
Jon Alexander - May 9 Grace Lepper - May 23

John Howland - May 13 Charlotte Middleton - May 27

Rebecca Nichols - May 18 Bob Robuck - May 29

Sydney Foutes - May 19 Larissa Jackson - May 29
Lyric Johnson - May 21 Craig Giles - May 31

Allie Claycomb - May 22



mailto:fccjcmooffice@gmail.com

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sunday, May 4

9:00 AM - FCC Kids (FCC Kids Room)

9:00 AM - Sunday School

10:00 AM - Worship

11:00 AM - Fellowship Time

11:00 AM - Youth Group (Youth Room)

11:00 AM - General Assembly Informational Meeting (Chapel)

Monday, May 5
1:00 PM - Mary’s Circle (Activities Room)
6:30 PM - Liberte Practice

Tuesday, May 6
12:00 PM - 4:00 PM - Food Pantry (Family Life Center)

Wednesday, May 7

9:15 AM - Prayer Call

(716-427-1083 Access code 444928%#)
12:00 PM - Bible Study (Library)

5:30 PM - Card Making (Activities Room)

6:30 PM - Choir Practice

7:00 PM - Scouts

Thursday, May 8
12:30 PM - Book Study (Activity Room)
1:00 PM - Widow’s Support Group
6:30 - Elders Meeting (library)
6:30 - Safety & Security Meeting

Sunday, May 11

9:00 AM - FCC Kids (FCC Kids Room)
9:00 AM - Sunday School

10:00 AM - Worship

11:00 AM - Fellowship Time

11:00 AM - Youth Group (Youth Room)

Stay up to date on the latest happenings in the life of our
Church. Text "FCCJCMOQ" to (833) 518-4520 to sign up
today.

. Text "FCCJCMO"
to (833) 518-4520
to sign up.

Occasional alerts will provide information about upcoming
events, changes to scheduled services, and more!

Sign up for SMS Text alests!

Something to Share? Please send your articles to fecjemooffice@gmail.com.
The next Bell will be published May 14, 2025.
Articles are due by noon the Friday before.

First Christian Church | 573-636-5157 |fccjcmooffice@gmail.com
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