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Yesterday, | had the pleasure of attending our church’s first (hopefully annual!)
St. Pat’s Trivia Throwdown. Although my team didn’t win, we had a whole lot of
fun together trying to guess the answers we didn’t know and celebrating the
ones we did. | always enjoy watching church folks come together to do the nec-
essary work of fundraising, because so often there is a joy present that you
might not expect to find when it comes to parting with our money. If you were
there yesterday, you definitely got a little taste of it, especially, when it comes
to watching folks try to outbid one another for some yummy baked goods during
the live auction! The spirit of joy, friendship, fun, and love in that room was
simply wonderful. | can’t wait for next year!

St. Patrick’s Day is special to me, which is why | chose it for my Ordination last
year. | love the history behind the legends that speak to the deep Christian sig-
nificance of the holiday that goes much deeper than leprechauns and pots of
gold. The real Patrick was born in Britain in the latter half of the 4th century af-
ter Christ (which is why he’s NOT mentioned in the Bible as one of the trivia
questions asked yesterday!) When he was a teenager he was kidnapped by Irish
raiders and enslaved in Ireland. Eventually, he escaped and returned home to
Britain, but during his time in Ireland he had developed an affinity for the Irish
people. After he entered Christian ministry, he felt a calling to return to the
place where he’d once been a slave, that he might share the good news of a lov-
ing, forgiving, and merciful God with the people who lived there.

Patrick’s success as a missionary was not simply “luck o’ the Irish.” | recently
finished The Celtic Way of Evangelism by George G. Hunter lll. It reveals that
Patrick’s evangelism to the Irish was so due in large part to the fact that he re-
ally understood their culture, their language, and their worldview. Instead of
“imposing a foreign religion” upon them, he found ways to connect the Christian
Gospel with their Celtic Spirituality. The most famous example being the way he
drew upon a common lIrish plant, the shamrock - three leaves, one stem - to il-
lustrate the concept of the Holy Trinity. Hunter’s work points out that Patrick’s
evangelism was so effective because it emphasized relationships and under-
standing of the people he was trying to reach, rather than viewing them as
“barbarians” whom he needed to “civilize.”

I wonder how we might draw upon St. Patrick’s wisdom in our own mission to
share the Gospel with those around us? Let me know what you think!

Thanks for reading and may God bless.

Love,
Rev. Heather




POVERTY
SIMULATION

SATURDAY, APRIL 12
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH GYM
107 MONROE STREET
NO COST

An interactive
experience designed to
give participants a
glimpse into the
challenges faced by

individuals living in

SIGN UP AT EBCJC.ORG/PS

>< Attention

Master Gardeners o

We need your help.

We are seeking help from a Master
Gardener. Our church has several
plants around the building, and we
need guidance on how to keep them
healthy.

poverty.

Help Fill the Easter Eggs

WRAPPED
CANDY
TRINKETS

Please Leave Donations at
Office by April 13

T

Calling all Pray-ers!

The FCC Worship Committee is planning to create a sacred space in the Chapel for

a Prayer Vigil on Good Friday (April 18, 2025)

The Church will be open for participants from 8:00 AM-5:00 PM. There are 30 mi-
nute time slots available, but if you wish to participate longer, that is welcomed.

Prayer slots are available to sign up using this link:

https://forms.gle/QZcTZALms3ybvvxc8

If you would rather call the Church Office to sign up, that is an option as well.

JJW- - 3 m~_ v"m\_ﬂ’ .\"’--‘ ‘..
Good Friday

Prayer Vigil ':"



https://forms.gle/QZcTZALms3ybvvxc8

MUSIC and WORSHIP - Gretchen Huedepohl, Director of Music
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First Christian Church
Lenten Events 2025

PALM SUNDAY DONKEY

P R E I — et Maundy
D Thursday
Sunday, April 13 "Do this in Memory of Me"
9:00
= Cantata at 7:00 pm
Join Us as We .f‘ on April17. All are

"Parade” to the welcome!
Capitol and Back -

EGG HUNT
9:00 APRIL 20

Baptisms will occur on Easter
Sunday. Contact one of the
ministers if you are interested in
being baptized.

CANDY NEEDED TO FILL
THE EGGS. ANY AND ALL
CANDY APPRECIATED!

ryl




FCC + East School Partnership:

Empowering Minds, Enriching Hearts

Ment orship Program: Volunteers Needed!

We are thrilled to announce the re-launch of our Mentoring Program, connecting our church
with East Elementary School! This program has made a meaningful impact in the past, and
we’re excited to see it grow with your support. Here’s how you can get involved:

1 Bac kgr oun dFoQheesafeky and security of all involved, all volunteers must com-
plete a background check.

T Appl i cat i o Nolurteer applisalons can be submitted through the school’s regis-
tration link.

T Background CThereika sihall &e for the background check, but please don’t
let that hold you back. If needed, the church is happy to assist with the cost.

T Coll aboration wi t Welwid lsetworling elasedyrwithahe gchool’s counse-
lor to identify the current needs of the students. Volunteers are also needed to help with coor-
dination efforts!

T Mat chi ng AvWiell bsaess vblunteey schedules to match them with the school’s
needs, and volunteers are needed to assist in this process as well.

I’'m so excited to see this program take off again! Many of you have shared how impactful it has

been, and | can’t wait for us to continue making a difference together.

Your support is truly needed, and | encourage you to prayerfully consider how you can be part
of this incredible opportunity. Thank you for your heart and commitment!

If you're interested in getting involved or have any questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out
to Dawn Dunn at 713-876-7227 or dawnaylordunn@gmail.com.

EAST SCHOOL + FCC

FIRST CHRISTIAN

CHURCH

— Disciples of Christ —
LEFFERSONCITY MO

How you can help:

« Assist with background check sign-ups for volunteers

H « Coordinate with the school contact regarding mentoring
PARTNERS INEDUCATION =: || nees

« Assess volunteer availability and align it with the school's
needs

« Volunteer as a mentor!

Questions? Please reach out to Dawn Dunn
713-876-7227
dawnaylordunn@gmail.com

MENTORSHIP PROGRAM: ;
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! \

E
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY

EPHESIANS 3:230-31

July 12 - 15, 2025
REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN

Visit ga.disciples.org

Did you know that the General Assembly of the Disciples of Christ churches is open to ALL church mem-
bers to attend? Have you ever thought about attending? Here is your chance!

Join us July 12-15, 2025, in Memphis, TN, for a transformative gathering of the Christian Church (Disciples
of Christ). The theme this year is BEYOND, inspired by Ephesians 3:20-21.

We will come together to celebrate, learn, and grow in faith through powerful worship, inspiring work-
shops, thought-provoking speakers, impactful mission projects, and fun and fellowship for children,
youth, young adults, and adults.

Plus, enjoy opportunities to explore the culture and history of Memphis! Let’s go BEYOND together—
BEYOND expectations, BEYOND boundaries, BEYOND ourselves. Register now and be part of this sacred
and joyful time!

Registration opens the evening of March 17th !

https://www.mid-americadisciples.org/summer

(Ol {0
Scan here for registration and more info -> "
Faith NEOLA at Jo-Ota NW at Crowder P o

Adventiires Try It Camp Chi Rho
June 6-7 June 29-july 3
JYF, Chi Rho, and CYF Canoe Cam
CYF CYF July 6-11 —2“
z une 15-119
July 21- 25th oy T 123 Go Ll 1
A July 13-15 A
»’;{ Try It Our Famiaur
Jpuly24-25 o \

Applications Due April 15

i

july 232 %

, 4 N\ ;uli:%
luzy 28- -August z" Ounlor &Chi



The Green Team supports the mission of Creation Care in
our FCC Family. As we work towards the goal of being a sus-
tainable church, we want to hear if you have any suggestions
for actions the church can make as a whole and also each
member in their own homes. There is a new page on our
website with a suggestion form for you to submit your ideas
for how to be more sustainable as a church and as a commu-
nity. Your submissions will then be added to the page so
others can see them. The Green Team will also consider any
ideas suggested and use them as we continue our work.

You can find the new page under the "Serve" button on the
top of the website or by visiting the Green Team Page

avz: greel
Team

Psalm 8 & 24: 1-2

Green Team

FCC JCM(

Who are we?
We are the FCC Green Team. We are focused on creating a more sustainable environment both within FCCJCMO and
in the wider community.

Green Team Suggestions

The Green Team supports the mission of Creation Care in our FCC Family. As we

Wh at Wi | | Be Your

Join us on Sunday, March 23, at 1:00 PM at Community Christian
Church in Jefferson City for a powerful and practical conversation
about legacy. First Christian Church and Community Christian
Church are excited to welcome Kirby Gould from the Christ Church
Foundation to guide us in exploring how we can faithfully steward

our resources for future generations.

This presentation will equip you with insights on:

1 Creating a legacy gift for your church and the ministries you

cherish

1 "Pledge replacement" gifts to sustain the mission beyond your

lifetime

1 Tax-efficient ways to pass assets to both children and charity
1 Why everyone needs a will—regardless of age or wealth

This is a free, no-obligation event—no products will be sold, just
valuable information to help you make thoughtful decisions for your

future and the people and causes you love.

Your legacy can be a gift of faith, hope, and generosity. Will you

take the next step? We hope to see you there!

Wh a: What will be YOUR Legacy for the Next Generation?

Wh e :rMarch 23, at 1:00 PM

Wh e r Gommunity Christian Church, 409 Ellis Blvd., Jefferson

City, MO 65101

Ho s t e drirsbGhristian Church and Community Christian

Church

Legacy?




Easter Lilies are available
for purchase. This year
the lilies are $22.00 and
can be purchased in the
office.

Thank you to our Events
Committee for hosting a FUN St.

Pat's Trivia luncheon!

Events Committee - Stephen
Claycomb, Shelley and Corey
Dawson, Cindy Blosser, Susan
Vaughn, Stephen Foutes, and
Don Lloyd.

Special thanks to the following
folks.

A CodNkasncy Samp,
Becky Kuhn, Jenny Hagenhoff,
Lauren Eichelberger, Elizabeth
Coffman, Jeanie and Alan Nelson

A Se4Riwph Green,
Claycomb, and Karen Shroyer

A EmeRoeb Priddy

Ar e y Ou or someone

you | i ke to become
FCC?

Rev. Dr. Dunn will be leading a series
of classes on Sundays after worship on
March 30, April 6, and April 13, leading
up Easter Sunday, April 20, when the
candidates will be baptized during the
worship service. Please call the office if
you or your child plans to participate.

think s/
i ng about being bajy Woul d

me mber

Thank you to Boy Scout Troop
333 for their donation of 496
pounds to the food pantry.
The food was collected during
the annual Scouting for Food
Drive.

—
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Brooks Jarrett, brother of Annie Jarrett
Greg Maire, friend of Sharon Gonder
Dan Meade, brother of Mary Ann Weaver

Coty Saylor

John Bennett

Richard Vaughan

Kay Newberry

Don Lloyd

Family of Barb Nikodym as they mourn her
passing

Sandi Helton's grandson Lee

Rita Starnes's son Ryan and mother Lois
Joy Powers

Hollis Dunn

Joyce Meade-sister-in-law of Mary Ann Weaver

WGod answers prayers.

Family of Yvonne Miller as they mourn her passing.

Please call the office at 573-636-5157 or email at fccjcmooffice@gmail.com if you would
like continued prayers.

Items will be removed after 4 weeks unless asked to continue.

Our Members in Care Centers

HEISINGER-1002 WEST MAIN JC MO 65109
WI LMA COLLI NS
HOLLI S DUNN
SHI RLEY FERGUSON

LENOI R WOODS 3710
COLUMBIA MO 65201
MARI LYN Bl ESEMEYER

PRIMROSE RETIREMENT
1214 FREEDOM BLVD JC MO 65109
MYRA HUBBS
JOHN H. BENNETT

OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS
MARI AM CRADDOCK,
640 Murphy®s Ford
Centertown,

LENOIR ST.

Road,
MO 65023

OUR OUT-OF-TOWN MEMBERS
BETTY SCHRAMM
6335 Maurer Rd.
Shawnee, KS 662

Apt 323
17
BETTY SCHULTE
13458 Burgess,
Riley Township MI 48041
OPAELAI NE WEST
Brookdal e Rosehi ||l Skill
Room 115, 12809 Johnson
Shawnee, KS 66216

EVA PRATT
3251 Pine Tree Dr.
Col umbi a, MO 65201

Cabin



mailto:fccjcmooffice@gmail.com

Sharyl Kelsch Returning to Public Education

With deep gratitude for the time we've shared, we offer our prayers of blessing
to Sharyl Kelsch as she concludes her role as our Administrative Assistant and
returns to serving in public education as the secretary at Blair Oaks Middle
School.

Sharyl has been a wonderful addition to our church staff for just over a year,
using her organizational skills and her vibrant personality to create a warm
and welcoming environment in the church office. While we are sad to say

goodbye, we truly wish her the best as she moves into the next stage of her

journey.

Sharyl's last day will be March 26th. A "Love Offering” will be received on Sun-
day, March 23. You may place gifts and cards in the container at the back of

the sanctuary.

Thanks for everything, Sharyl and may God bless your next adventure!

b [ S ‘. s >

“Ih‘ybiIF Easter bonnet,
with all the frills upon it,
You'll be the grandest
lady in the Easter
Parade”

We will make our own Easter Bonnets. Straw
hats and headbands are available or
bring your own hat to decorate. Flowers, feathers
and ribbons will be supplied as well as needle
and thread.
Bring your own glue gun if you have one, but
glue guns will be available to share.

This fun event is sponsored by Mary Circle, our service
organization at First Christian Church.
BTW: All ladies are welcome to join Mary Circle which meets
the first Monday of each month. The more the Mary-er.

Passing of a

On March 2, 2025, Yvonne Miller
passed away in Arizona. Yvonne
was a former member of FCC. At
one point in time, there were four
generations of her family attending
FCC at the same time: Yvonne
Miller, Sherry Anderson, Sarah
Jones and Lilith Jones.

There will be a private funeral in
Arizona. Please keep her family
and friends in your thoughts and
prayers.

Email Karen Shroyer karshroyer@aol.com or

Joyce Wagner joycekwagner@me.com to

register for the Ladies Afternoon Out event.



mailto:karshroyer@aol.com
mailto:joycekwagner@me.com

Braden Millard 1
Sharon Williams 3
Sid Belshe 3
Noah Schwartz 4
Mike Caldwell 4
Tyler Fishback 4
Meghan Andrews
Ira Patten 4
Patty Osman 5
Sherry Fitzpatrick
Gregg Ochoa 7
Lyric Kroeger 7
Pat Amick 8

Joe Jo ton
"Jim Jon€s
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April Anniversaries

Jon & Linda Martin
Deanna & Hugh McKay
Pat & Steve Amick

Doug & Jenny Hagenhoff
Leon & Ruth Veltrop

5

April Birthdays

Joe Payne 10
Reid Millard 12
Heather Giles 12
Nikole Peek 12
Roxie Hawkins 13
Bobbi Enslen 14
Kelly Leveron 14

Seth Huedepohl 16

Nancy Priddy 17
Tom Rackers 17
John Bennett 18

Amanda Prouty 18

Melba Crago

19
19

I 30

April 3

April 12
April 18
April 22
April 24

Gene Enslen 22
Darlene Charles 23
Amy Jones 23
Ed Powers 23

Sarah Kingsbery

Charles Highland

Judy Naught 28
Heather Patten 28
Cheryl Page 29
Eva Pratt 30
Betty Schramm 30

25
26
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SENIOR MINISTER
Rev. Dr. Michael Dunn
pastor@firstchristianjcmo.org

ASSOCIATE MINISTER

Rev. Heather Patten
heather.fccjcmo@gmail.com
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Sharyl Kelsch
fccjcmooffice@gmail.com
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
Gretchen Huedepohl
Gretchen@firstchristianjcmo.org
BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR

Terri Lloyd
Terri.schenkel.lloyd@gmail.com
FINANCIAL
Finance@firstchristianjcmo.org
CONTACT US AT

327 East Capitol Avenue
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
Phone: 573-636-5157
firstchristianjcmo.org

f Login with Facebook

www.facebook.com/fccjcmo/

AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES:
Please contact Rev. Michael Dunn
at 713-447-5954.

For non-emergency church-related
items after working hours, Monday
thru Thursday, 8AM to 5PM, we have
ananswering machine. Please feel
freeto call the church (573-636-
5157) atany time and leave a mes-
sage.

NOTE: IF YOU LEAVE A MESSAGE
ON THE ANSWERING MACHINE
ON FRIDAY, SATURDAY, OR SUN-
DAY, IT WILL NOT BE CHECKED

MOBILE GIVING
-TEXT 4842368 TO

715-803-4772

-DOWNLOAD THE
"GIVERS APP"

UNTIL MONDAY MORNING.
THANK YOU.

ThenextCh ur c twill e
sent April 2, 2025
(Articles are due by noon)

Zoom Meeting Roo m202286773.ng
| f you need the
hur ch of fi686 13T &r7 3 onle
Feaders. To join in on
(716)1 048237 and enter

the Friday before)

Who Are We? We call ourselves Disciples,

passwolrd,

accelss

a community of believers who follow Jesus by Worshiping God,
Growing in Faith, Serving our Community.
Chr i

we discover our life together through sharing life with the world.

Bound to each ot her I N st s |

You may give online at firstchristianjcmo.org/donate

THANK YOU
First Christian Church supports and welcomes the wearing of masks at your own comfort level.

WEBSITES YOU NEED TO STAY CONNECTED

Mid-America Updates: http://www.mid-americadisciples.org/newsletter-signup/
Disciples News Service Updates: http://disciples.org/dns/subscribe-to-dns/

“The Church Bell” (UPS 110-580) by First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) of Jefferson City, Missouri, is published bi-weekly and there is no issue the week between
Christmas and New Year’s Day. Periodicals paid at Jefferson City, Missouri. POSTMIASTER: Send address changes to Editor/Church Secretary, First Christian Church, 327 East
Capitol Avenue, Jefferson City, Missouri 65101.



