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Ash Wednesday: A Season to Grow in Love 
 

As we enter the season of Lent, we begin with Ash Wednesday—a time to reflect, re-
pent, and renew our commitment to God. On March 5, we invite you to join us for a 
special Ash Wednesday service as we embark on this sacred journey together. 
 
Lent is often seen as a time of sacrifice, but at its heart, it is an invitation to transfor-
mation. It is a season to make space for God’s love to take root and grow within us. 
This year, our Lenten sermon series, The Movements of the Spirit, will guide us in ex-
ploring how God’s love shapes and transforms our lives. Inspired by Henri Nouwen’s 
Spiritual Formation: Following the Movements of the Spirit, we will reflect on the ways 
God calls us to move forward in faith, deepening our love for God, for one another, 
and for the world. 
 
On Ash Wednesday, we are marked with ashes—a sign of our mortality, but also of 
God’s enduring love and grace. As we receive this symbol, we are reminded that 
growth often begins in the soil of humility and surrender. Where is God calling you to 
grow this Lent? 
 
Let’s take this journey together. Join us in worship on March 5 as we open our hearts 
to the Spirit’s movement and step forward in faith. 
 
Ash Wednesday Service 
March 5 6:00 PM 
 
Come as you are, and let love grow here. 

 
Peace, 
 
Michael 



Associate Minister’s Thoughts 

 

Dear FCC JCMO Family, 
By the time you read this, Valentine's Day will be over, but as I write it’s still two 
days away. My elementary school kid has picked out his box of Valentine cards 
(Transformers, in case you were wondering) and signed his name on one for each 
of his classmates and his teacher. Images of chocolates, flowers, and romantic din-
ners flood our screens and store shelves. While feelings about the commercializa-
tion of this holiday may differ, the true story of Valentine's Day offers a richer, more 
meaningful perspective that resonates deeply with our Christian faith. 
 
The origins of Valentine's Day are shrouded in some mystery, but one popular leg-
end points to a Roman priest named Valentine who defied Emperor Claudius II's 
ban on marriages for young soldiers. Valentine believed that love and marriage 
were sacred, and he secretly performed wedding ceremonies for these couples. 
This act of courageous love, performed at great personal risk, ultimately led to his 
martyrdom. 
 
In light of a story like that, Valentine's Day has the power to 
remind us of the value of the agape love of Christ. It's the 
kind of love that isn't just about fleeting feelings, but about 
commitment, compassion, and putting others before our-
selves. It's the kind of love that Jesus modeled for us, a love 
that transcends romantic gestures and extends to all people. 
 
How can we embody this deeper, more Christ-like love in 
our daily lives? How can we show sacrificial love to our fami-
lies, our church community, and even those who are difficult to love? Let's remem-
ber that true love, like the love of St. Valentine, is not just a feeling, but an action. 
It's a choice we make each day to show compassion, grace, and kindness to those 
around us. Whatever your feelings about modern-day Valentine’s celebrations, we 
can all agree to celebrate the love represented by the original St. Valentine and re-
joice in the many ways that kind of love grows here.  
 
  
Love, 
Rev. Heather 



MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  CAMP IS COMING! 



First Baptist, First Christian, and First Methodist church-

es are working together to coordinate monthly laundry 

days for the unhoused until a more permanent option is 

in place. 

Our first is on Saturday, February 22, at 3219 Ma-

sonic Court. 

We will pick up 10-12 guests at the shelter at 7 am and 

take them across town so they can do laundry, hang 

out, and eat lunch. They will return to the shelter at 

4:00 pm. 

Volunteers are needed to drive church buses. A copy of 

your driver's license will need to be submitted before the 

day for insurance purposes. 

Two hosts are needed for each shift, assisting with 

laundry and general supervision. There are also oppor-

tunities to sign up to provide lunch. 

Contact Melissa Hatfield at melissa@fbcjc.org if you 

wish to donate snacks, beverages, or laundry supplies.  

Laundry Days for 

the Unhoused 

Sign up using this link: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4DACA828A2FEC70-54694819-laundry#/ 

THANK YOU to all of you 

who donated soup during 

our "Souper Bowl" chal-

lenge. These items are being 

used in our Food Pantry.  



Join Us for First Christian Church’s First-Ever Trivia Throw Down! 
Get ready for an afternoon of fun, friendly competition, and fellowship at 
our Trivia Throw Down on Saturday, March 16! Gather your team, test 
your knowledge, and support our church in a meaningful way. 
 
Where: First Christian Church 
When: Sunday March 16, 12:00 
Lunch: Included with registration! 
 
How to Participate: 
Team Registration: $150 (Up to 6 people per team) 
Individual Registration: $25 (We’ll place individuals on teams) 
Trivia Mulligans: $10 each (Max 4 per team) 
 
Sponsorship Opportunities: 
 Event Sponsor: $100 
 Category Sponsor: $50 
 
All proceeds go to the general fund to support the work of our church. 
Sign up today! Registration and sponsor forms are available in the 
church office and at the back of the sanctuary. 
Let’s make this a great day of fun and fellowship—spread the word and 
start gathering your team! 



Celebrating Sarah Blosser Black-
well’s Ordination and            
Achievements  
On Sunday February 16, the elders and 
congregation of First Christian Church 
gathered to bless a beautiful green stole—
a special gift for Sarah Blosser Blackwell in 
celebration of her ordination. This stole will 
be presented to her during the ordination 
service on Sunday, February 23, 2025, at 
Providence Baptist Church in Charlotte, 
NC. 
 
Sarah, the daughter of John and Cindy 
Blosser, grew up actively involved in First 
Christian Church, Jefferson City, and now 
joins the list of "Timothys" nurtured by our 
congregation in their journey toward Chris-
tian ministry. 
 
We also congratulate Sarah on successful-
ly completing and defending her Doctor of 
Ministry thesis, Wander and Wonder: Us-
ing God is Here and the Wonder Approach 
to Help Mothers in Charlotte Speak Theo-
logically With Their Children. She will offi-
cially graduate with her DMin cohort in May 
2026. 
 
Please join us in celebrating Sarah’s dedi-

cation, achievements, and the calling she 

faithfully follows. May God bless her minis-

try! 



Scott Campbell Begins a New Role to Help Veterans 
 
We extend our heartfelt gratitude and best wishes to Scott Campbell as he concludes his tenure with First Chris-
tian Church and begins an exciting new role with Advanced Transportation. 
 
As a veteran himself, Scott will now serve fellow veterans by driving a transport van for those in need of non-
emergency medical transportation. Reflecting on this opportunity, Scott shared, "This will give me a chance to 
help those who didn't return as fortunate as I did." 
 
Scott has been a dedicated part of our church staff team, faithfully serving as FCC’s Maintenance Supervisor for 
over nine years. We are grateful for his commitment and service to our congregation and wish him all the best in 
this new chapter of his journey. 
 
A "Love Offering" will be taken on Sunday February 23. You can place gifts in a basket placed at the back of the 
sanctuary.  
 
Thank you, Scott, and blessings on your new endeavor!  

What Will Be Your Legacy? 
 

Join us on Sunday, March 23, at 1:00 PM at Community Christian 
Church in Jefferson City for a powerful and practical conversation 
about legacy. First Christian Church and Community Christian 
Church are excited to welcome Kirby Gould from the Christ Church 
Foundation to guide us in exploring how we can faithfully steward 
our resources for future generations. 
 

This presentation will equip you with insights on: 

  Creating a legacy gift for your church and the ministries you 
cherish 

  "Pledge replacement" gifts to sustain the mission beyond your 
lifetime 

  Tax-efficient ways to pass assets to both children and charity 

  Why everyone needs a will—regardless of age or wealth 
 

This is a free, no-obligation event—no products will be sold, just 
valuable information to help you make thoughtful decisions for your 
future and the people and causes you love. 
 
Your legacy can be a gift of faith, hope, and generosity. Will you 
take the next step? We hope to see you there! 
 
What: What will be YOUR Legacy for the Next Generation? 
When: March 23, at 1:00 PM 
Where: Community Christian Church, 409 Ellis Blvd., Jefferson 
City, MO 65101 
Hosted by: First Christian Church and Community Christian 
Church 



NEW MEETING ROOM 
 
A new meeting room has been set up in Rooms 225/227, direct-
ly below the adult classrooms on the second floor.         
The entrance is directly behind the  kitchen. 
 
This room will provide a more friendly meeting atmosphere with 
no HVAC noise and better temperature management and no in-
terruptions. 
 
This space is set up with tables and seating for 16 with addition-
al seating available.  Meeting supplies are provided and audio 
visual can be set up.  This adds additional space for our groups 
to be able to meet.  Be sure to specify what room you are need-
ing when you reserve your space. 

Are you or someone you know thinking about being baptized? 

Rev. Dr. Dunn will be leading a series of classes on Sundays af-

ter worship on March 30, April 6, and April 13, leading up Easter 

Sunday, April 20, when the candidates will be baptized during 

the worship service. Please call the office if you or your child 

plans to participate.  



Please Pray for OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

Brooks Jarrett, brother of Annie Jarrett 
Greg Maire, friend of Sharon Gonder 
Dan Meade, brother of Mary Ann Weaver 
Joyce Meade-sister-in-law of Mary Ann Weaver 
Karla Denny 
Coty Saylor 
John Bennett 
Sharon Gonder 
Ann Littlefield 
Richard Vaughan 
Don Lloyd 
Kay Newberry 
Hollis Dunn 
Family of Nancy Cochran as they mourn her 
passing 
Families who have lost loved one, homes and  employment due to the California wildfires 
and the terrible airplane crashes.  
 
Join us in praying for our country, our military and for peace around our world.   

 
Please call the office at 573-636-5157 or email at fccjcmooffice@gmail.com if you would 
like continued prayers.   
 
Items will be removed after 4 weeks unless asked to continue.   

 
Our Members in Care Centers 

HEISINGER-1002 WEST MAIN JC MO 65109 
WILMA COLLINS 
HOLLIS DUNN 

SHIRLEY FERGUSON 
BARBARA NIKODYN 

 

 LENOIR WOODS 3710 LENOIR ST. 
COLUMBIA MO 65201 
MARILYN BIESEMEYER 

 

PRIMROSE RETIREMENT 
1214 FREEDOM BLVD JC MO 65109 

MYRA HUBBS 
JOHN H. BENNETT 

 
 

OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS 
MARIAM CRADDOCK,  

640 Murphy’s Ford Road, 
Centertown, MO 65023 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR OUT-OF-TOWN MEMBERS 
BETTY SCHRAMM, 

6335 Maurer Rd. Apt 323 
Shawnee, KS 66217 

 
BETTY SCHULTE 

13458 Burgess,  

Riley Township MI 48041 

    

         OPAL ELAINE WEST 

 Brookdale Rosehill Skilled Nursing,  

 Room 115, 12809 Johnson Drive,  

Shawnee, KS 66216 

 

EVA PRATT 

3251 Pine Tree Dr. Cabin 16 

Columbia, MO 65201 

 

mailto:fccjcmooffice@gmail.com


 

5th Annual February Baby Wipes Drive  

Common Ground partners with Capital City Diaper Bank to pro-
vide diapers and wipes onsite for our clients. For the past four 
years, Common Ground with partner churches, has held a drive 
for Baby Wipes and Pull-Ups. Since the Diaper Bank spends all 
of its cash donations on purchasing regular diapers. You can 
bring your donations to the Church Office. 

Guest Speaker 
 

The Friendship and Searchers Adult Sunday 

School classes welcomed a special guest 

speaker, Dr. Brian Kaylor. He led a discussion 

on "Baptizing America" which he co-wrote with 

Beau Underwood. (Photos courtesy of Becky 

Kuhn) 



March Anniversaries 

Allison and Michael Lauf   March 7 

Alan and Jeanne Nelson   March 11 

Rick and Judy Naught   March 20 

Drew and Katherine Gonder  March 23 

Ray and Wendy Miles    March 28 

 

 

Grayson Moore 1 

David Love 1 

Ceaser Scott 1 

Hollis Dunn 2 

Sue Steppelman 3 

Lilith Jones 3 

Beth Nolte 4 

Rick Brown 4 

Barbara Mosley 4 

Risa King 6 

Cash Fishback 6 

Quinnley Frye 6 

Ruth Veltrop 7 

Wilma Collins 8 

Barb Gage 8 

Jim Morris 9 

Phoenix Gilpin 11 

Rick Vaughan 14 

Brett Kuebler 15 

Brooke Hagenhoff 17 

Debi Wells 18 

Katelyn Rush 19 

Lindsey Ruff 20 

Joy Powers 20 

John Sigler 20 

Larry Neill 21 

Gabriel Gonder 22 

Michelle Sheppard 22 

Katherine Gonder 23 

Susan Avery 23 

Rebecca LaRock 23 

Russell Dunwiddie 26 

Kelly Verslues 26 

Megan Ochoa 28 

Keith West28 

Breanne Gibson 28 

Rebecca McClain-Sims

 29 

Jeanea Foley 29 

 

March Birthdays 



SENIOR MINISTER 
Rev. Dr. Michael Dunn 
pastor@firstchristianjcmo.org 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 
Rev. Heather Patten 
heather.fccjcmo@gmail.com 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Sharyl Kelsch 
fccjcmooffice@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY 
Gretchen Huedepohl 
Gretchen@firstchristianjcmo.org 

FACILITY & GROUNDS  

COORDINATOR 
Scott Campbell 
maintenance@firstchristianjcmo.org 

BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR 
Terri Lloyd 
Terri.schenkel.lloyd@gmail.com 

FINANCIAL 
Finance@firstchristianjcmo.org 

CONTACT US AT 
327 East Capitol Avenue 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101 
Phone:  573-636-5157 
firstchristianjcmo.org 
 

facebook.com/fccjcmo 

 
 
 
AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES:  
Please contact Rev. Michael Dunn at 
713-447-5954.   
 

WEBSITES YOU NEED TO STAY CONNECTED 
 

Mid-America Updates:  http://www.mid-americadisciples.org/newsletter-signup/ 
Disciples News Service Updates:  http://disciples.org/dns/subscribe-to-dns/ 

Who Are We? We call ourselves Disciples,  

a community of believers who follow Jesus by Worshiping God,  

Growing in Faith, Serving our Community.  

Bound to each other in Christ’s love, 

we discover our life together through sharing life with the world. 

For non-emergency church-related 
items after working  hours, Monday 
thru Thursday, 8AM to 5PM, we have 
an answering machine.   Please feel  
free to  call  the  church (573-636-
5157) at any time and leave a mes-
sage.   
 
NOTE: IF YOU LEAVE A  MESSAGE 
ON THE ANSWERING MACHINE 
ON  FRIDAY, SATURDAY, OR SUN-
DAY, IT WILL NOT BE CHECKED 
UNTIL MONDAY MORNING.  
THANK YOU. 
 
 
 
 

The next Church Bell will be 
sent March 5, 2025 

(Articles are due by noon ) 
the Friday before) 

You may give online at firstchristianjcmo.org/donate 

Zoom Meeting Room meeting ID is 2202286773.  

If you need the password, please contact the 

church office at 573-636-5157 or one of our       

leaders. To join in on our free conference calls, dial 

(716) 427-1083 and enter access code 444928. 

THANK YOU 
First Christian Church supports and welcomes the wearing of masks at your own comfort level.   
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