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Pastoral Ponderings
Brothers and Sisters,
Let me tell you about the worship we have planned for the weeks ahead. It promises to be intriguing and exciting, edifying
and inspirational but, perhaps, a little unusual and surprising.
On September 20th, we will welcome a guest preacher into the pulpit, but she is someone you all know well. Several
months back, Molly Miller reached out to me and asked if she could offer a testimony as part of worship. The Spirit has
been moving in her life, and she wants to offer a witness to her experience of God's goodness and love. Moreover, she
(and I) believe her words can be encouraging to others who may have walked through challenges or faced trials.
Yet, when she first shared a draft of what she wanted to offer, there was a problem. It was significantly longer than a 2-3
minute testimony. Without fully realizing it, she had written a sermon! So, mark your calendars and prepare your hearts
to receive a word from the Lord that comes from a daughter of our church, a sister-in-Christ, and someone who is
mustering up the courage to testify in joy. I can't wait for you to hear what is on Molly's heart, and I pray it will touch
each of you in the way it has me.
Then, on September 27th and the following several weeks, we're going to do something dangerous: We're going to talk
about politics.
I can already see the head-shaking. Your grumbles are deafening. "Everyone hates politics, especially right now! Don't do
that. We won't have a church left!"
To which, I respond, "have a little faith!"
This sermon series is not going to be about who to vote for in the upcoming elections. There's not going to be an
examination of the issues to proclaim who is right and who is wrong. Instead, my motivations are two-fold.
First, I feel called to preach on this topic because everyone hates politics. This is an aspect of our lives that is too
consequential for us to be so cynical about. We need to redeem politics, so that we can recover a sense of excitement,
hope, and commitment to being people engaged in public life. Rather than lash out in frustration or recoil in resignation,
I plan to convince you that politics is not just a necessary activity but one that is integral to our flourishing.
But, second, we need to take a very particular view of politics. It isn't about whether we are Republican or Democrat or
whether we are talking about politics at a local, state, or federal level. Indeed, it isn't even whether we're talking about
politics in America today or in some past age or some alternative place. The main question is, "what difference does
Jesus make to politics?" (continued)

Pastoral Ponderings (continued)
During graduate school, a professor of mine released a book called "Politics as a Christian Vocation." His argument was
that each Christian had a calling to be politically engaged because of the opportunity public life offers to love our
neighbor and the ability Christians have to influence what government does. In that vein, what I am hoping to reflect
with you on is what Christian political participation looks like. I want to present a Christian ethic for engagement that is
larger than any one election but is powerful and compelling enough to matter in every moment.
And, I'll be blunt, I feel uniquely qualified to do this. Or, to put it negatively, if I am not able to do this well then few
preachers stand a chance. While in graduate school, I earned a degree in public policy alongside my ministerial degree.
That academic interest in public affairs has continued as I pursue my doctorate at Mizzou. Before accepting the call to
FCC, my day job was working for a faith-based non-profit in D.C. whose mission was to "articulate the biblical call to
social justice." On a weekly basis, I bothered (lobbied) Congress about a number of issues of concern to the Christian
community. Before doing all that, I actually worked for a member of Congress as he sought to win - and then remain - in office.
All to say, this is an area of deep passion and expertise for me. I believe it matters a great deal, and my prayer is that
through this sermon series you'll find a renewed appreciation for politics because of the faith you profess in Jesus Christ.
And, I promise, you won't walk away mad because we're not going to turn our worship service into another hour of cable
news.
So those are the places we're going in the near future. We'll hear powerful words from a fellow member of our
community, and we'll try to redeem politics in a way that speaks from the foundational convictions of our faith. The
worship committee will be meeting in mid-September (and you are welcome to join that discussion, contact me for
details!), but we anticipate continuing to worship outside, weather permitting, at least through the end of October.

Steadfast in hope,
Rev. Beau

For 7th Grade Parents/Guardians:
While I'm working with 8th-12th graders, I would love to know how I might be a source of support for you and your
7th grader while Rev. Sarah is on sabbatical.
Would you take around five minutes to complete this survey to let me know what might be of interest to you?
https://forms.gle/q4J9T8eMnfsEtm319.
If you'd prefer to talk over the phone/Zoom or during my online office hour on Saturdays, let me know.
I'm excited to get to know you and your family!
With You on the Journey,

Alexis
alexis@firstchristianjcmo.org

High School Youth Group Update from Alexis
Hello, FCC Youth Community!
The youth can expect a delivery with supplies for our upcoming series: “What Does Jesus Have to Do with My Story?” to
arrive this week. If you know of an 8th-12th grader who might enjoy exploring how Jesus’ teachings relate to their lives,
let me know; I’ll provide you with information to share.
We’re moving our online meeting time to 7 PM starting Sunday, September 13. Your weekly emails include additional
information for how your youth can connect with the group and engage with the material. My weekly online open office
hour is on Saturdays from 3:30-4:30 PM.
Parents/Guardian: Please take about five minutes to complete this form that grants permission for your youth to be part
of the 8th-12th grade group. It includes other questions that I need to know regarding interests and availability:
https://forms.gle/rGWHcjJt5NgiVZhQ9.
It will help so much for your youth to be part of BAND, which is possible to join either as an app on your phone or by
email. My weekly emails contain the information you need to join.
I am taking a class on Adolescent Spirituality this semester in seminary. All of the readings and lessons point to the
importance of providing young people with space to share what is important to them and to reflect upon how their faith
tradition can support them in life. It is a gift to help facilitate that space and to receive their reflections. Please know I
welcome information about your youth, including their interests and schedule, that will help me in those efforts.
In Grace and Peace,

Alexis
alexis@firstchristianjcmo.org

Beginning September 13th, we

will gather at Riverside Park with

the kids following our worship service. We'll share Bible stories, enjoy fun
activities, and check in with each other in a physically distanced and
responsible way.
Mark your calendars and plan to join us - both kids and parents/guardians from 10:00AM - 10:30AM each week.

Charitable Tax Benefit
For those taking the standard deduction on your 2020 tax return (the one you'll file in 2021), the recently passed CARES
Act allows for an additional "above-the-line" deduction for charitable gifts made in cash of up to $300. In other words,
donating $300 to your favorite church will reduce your adjusted gross income by that amount, and you can still claim the
standard deduction.

Birthdays and Anniversaries

O U R C H U R C H FA M I LY
We pray for these

Beverly Anderson, Reba Brandenburg, Steve Brown, Richard
Carroll, Jim Eichelberger, Quinnley Frye, Norma Hasselman,
Jeanette Hickman, D.J. Hunter, Shirley Jarrett, Wanda King,
Harold Libbert, Virginia Lister, June Millard, Vivian Murphy,
Milo Mutz, Ken Osman, Marilyn Plassmeyer, Jackie Possinger,
Joe Robey, Jessie Schell, Betty Schramm, Sue Steppelman,
Barbara Walker, Loise White, Sharon Williams, Janice Wood,
Susie Yarnell, Doris Yelton, Jean Zimmerman
Individuals will be kept on our prayer list for four weeks at a time.
At the end of four weeks, please give Kathy a call at 573.636.5157
or email her Kathy@firstchristianjcmo.org, if you would like
continued prayers for an individual. Thank you!

Our Members in Care Centers

THE ARBORS AT WESTBROOK TERRACE

Rita Connell

BLUEGRASS TERRACE

Glenda Crow
HEISINGER

Richard Carroll
Shirley Ferguson
Barbara Nikodyn
Norma Woodson
JC MANOR

Jackie Possinger
PRIMROSE RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

Norma Hasselman
Wendell & Myra Hubbs
Jessie Schell
Pat Wood
ST. JOSEPH’S BLUFFS

Doris Yelton

SUMMIT VILLA

SEPTEMBER
1
3
Ben Huedepohl

Rich & Carolyn Green
Matt Tollerton &
Casey Gentry
4
Steven Claycomb
Mike Crocker
Jim Wells
Jordan Woodson
5
Marge Blosser
6
Taylor Mann
Tony Ramirez
7
Steve Brown
Dean Love
8
10
Kara Knight
Ryan Nolte
Jesse Underwood
11
Sherry Anderson
Lejla Williams

J.T. & Susie Yarnell

12
Tom Jones
13
Otis Baker
Casey Underwood
14
Sally Robuck
15
Alexis Engelbrecht
Bill Fallert
Jeanne Ruth

Stephen Waters &
Cecile Landrum

16
Evelyn Ward

Shirley Jarrett
THE TIMBERS

17
Kay Newberry
Nora Vegiard
18
Linda Heller
Jean Zimmerman
19
Willadean Jackson

David Durbin & Carrie Colvin
Bill & Gabee Fallert

20
Emmett Bryant

Jim & Diane Jones

21
Emma Love

Richard & Catherine
Vaughan
22
Haris Williams
23
Rick Andris
Matthew Woodson
24
Timothy Ramirez
Tara Vegiard
25
Sherry Jordan
Dustin Kuebler

Terry & Sharon Fockler

26
Greg Francis
Bob Jordan
Ed Legge

Michael & Sandi Helton

27
Venita Jackson
Ann Littlefield
28
29
Stan Humphreys
John Oehring

Brian & Shelly Drake

30
Kathy Dunwiddie

Mae Oehring

OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS

Reba Brandenburg, Mariam Craddock,
Terry Fockler, Jean Zimmerman
OUR OUT-OF-TOWN MEMBERS

Betty Schramm, Betty Schulte

Our Condolences

to the family of Marguerite Smith, who

passed away Friday, September 4.

Our Condolences

to Alan & Jeanne Nelson, on the loss of

Alan’s brother, who passed away Friday, September 4.

Thank You!
Just to say thank you doesn’t seem adequate for all the prayers and love I received after my ”accident “ in June. I truly
appreciated every call, card, flowers and delicious food that I received. Your thoughtfulness has helped my healing and
road to recovery. A special thanks to Rev Beau for his many calls and visits that gave me spiritual comfort. My heart is full,
and I am so grateful for my caring church family.
Thanks with much Christian love,
Wanda

Thank You!
Dear FCC Members,
Our family sincerely appreciates your prayers, cards, flowers, food, telephone calls and all your caring during Jerry’s
lengthy illness and death. Each act of kindness meant so much to all of us. Jerry sincerely loved our friends at church.
Sometimes, we take happy times for granted and then we are reminded. Everything about our church meant so much to
him. Our children have witnessed so many acts of love. They met Sarah while he was in the hospital. They got to know
Beau as he spent many hours with Jerry. And then we ask you to travel to a RACE TRACK for his service!! And you came!!
We asked Gretchen and Carolyn to provide music at the race track. AND they so willing provided the music we needed to
celebrate Jerry’s life. Thank you!!
Sincerely,
Elaine

To access our Zoom Meeting Room, our meeting ID is 2202286773. If you need the password,
please contact the church office at 573-636-5157, Rev. Beau at 815-303-1990, or one of our leaders.
To join in on our free conference calls, dial (712) 775-7270 and enter access code 444928.

PRAY EACH DAY
During this time, let us be intentional about praying for those who are affected by this global emergency.

SUNDAYS - Pray for those who are sick, whether at home, in hospitals, struggling to receive the care they need due to
shortage of equipment, beds, and supplies, isolated from loved ones, and unsure what the future holds. Pray for their healing
and for others to not get sick.

MONDAYS - Pray for the healers, all those who are making it possible for people to receive health care - cleaning staff,
nurses, technicians, doctors, therapists, chaplains, and administrators who are putting themselves at risk to care for others.
Pray for the researchers and experts who are seeking answers to difficult questions, treatments, and a vaccine.

TUESDAYS - Pray for workers, those who are working at "essential businesses" and making sure others have food and
other supplies and services, those who are unable to work right now because their workplaces have been closed and do not
know when they work again, for workers who do not have paid sick leave or childcare and must make difficult decisions.
Pray for safety and the easing of financial stress.

WEDNESDAYS - Pray for leaders - government leaders, corporate leaders, non-profit leaders, and all others who are
making decisions that affect large groups of people with changing information and multiple interests to juggle. May they lead
with wisdom and compassion.

THURSDAYS - Pray for educators and students who are finding new ways to teach and learn. Pray for students who
have lost their safe space due to school closures and teachers who are caring for students from afar. Pray for those who are
working to make sure students continue to be fed and have access to the resources they need and for parents who now have
to add teacher to their responsibilities.

FRIDAYS - Pray for the vulnerable such as those in our community who lack access to shelter, clean water and soap, a
place to isolate themselves, food, and other resources. Pray for those who do not have a safe place to go and for those with
health conditions that make them more susceptible to getting sick.

SATURDAYS - Pray for us all, whether we are alone or in a full house, we are facing major changes and stress. Pray for
those who are finding ways to help, those who are facing mental health struggles, those who are overwhelmed, scared, and
worried. Pray for all of us as we seek to make good choices for the benefit of our neighbors.

One Church Many Places Schedule
SUNDAYS
9:00AM Praise in the Park Worship Service and Facebook Live Worship at facebook.com/fccjcmo. You do not need a
Facebook account to access the live stream. Videos will be posted to wwww.firstchristianjcmo.org/
onechurcharchive by Monday afternoon.
THURSDAYS
10:15AM Prayer Phone call. We will use these calls to share joys and concerns and pray for and with one another
Call (712) 775-7270 and enter access code 444928. See instructions for using freeconferencecall.com
for more information.
11:00AM Bible Study. Join Rev. Beau for a discussion on Luke’s Gospel in our Zoom Meeting Room 220 228 6773
AND
(For our Zoom Meeting Room password, contact the church office at 573-636-5157, Rev. Beau at 815-303-1990
5:45PM or one of our leaders.)

SENIOR MINISTER
Rev. Beau Underwood
Beau@firstchristianjcmo.org
ASSOCIATE MINISTER
Rev. Sarah Kingsbery
Sarah@firstchristianjcmo.org
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
Gretchen Huedepohl
Gretchen@firstchristianjcmo.org
YOUTH DIRECTOR
Alexis Engelbrecht
Alexis@firstchristianjcmo.org
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Kathy Speidel
Kathy@firstchristianjcmo.org
FACILITY & GROUNDS
COORDINATOR
Scott Campbell
Scott@firstchristianjcmo.org
BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR
Terri Lloyd
Terri.schenkel.lloyd@gmail.com
ACCOMPANIST
Scot Stout
blueeyedbear@aol.com

CONTACT US AT
327 East Capitol Avenue
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
Phone: (573) 636-5157
Fax: (573) 893-5608
firstchristianjcmo.org

PLEASE HELP KEEP THE CHURCH OFFICE UP-TO-DATE!
Be sure to give the office any updates of your
address, emails and/or phone numbers.

FINANCIAL
Finance@firstchristianjcmo.org

Here’s what you can do:

Sign up for a Community Card at Schnuck’s grocery store



Pick up a Community Card at Schnucks or at FCC.
Call 1-800-931-6258 to activate your group
I.D. #500015450
Use your Community Card when you buy groceries


facebook.com/fccjcmo
AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES:
Please contact Rev. Underwood at
815-303-1990 Non-emergency churchrelated items after working hours, Monday
thru Friday 8AM to 5PM, we have voice
mail. Please feel free to call the church
(573-636-5157) at any time and leave a
message. NOTE: IF YOU LEAVE A MESSAGE



ON THE ANSWERING MACHINE ON FRIDAY
(AFTER 5PM), SATURDAY, OR SUNDAY, IT
WILL NOT BE CHECKED UNTIL MONDAY
MORNING. THANK YOU.

The next

CHILD CARE COORDINATOR
Missy Mann
gohuskermann@yahoo.com

Buy groceries….help support youth ministry!

Church Bell will

be sent September 23, 2020.
(Articles are due by noon
the Monday before)

Gluten-free bread and a grape are available in a small
baggie in the black basket by the communion trays. If
you have difficulty opening the pre-packaged juice and
water or need gluten-free, this alternate communion is
available for you.

You may also give online at firstchristianjcmo.org/donate

Financial Records and Questions
Questions related to giving and church finances should be sent to Carol Kaylor at finance@firstchristianjcmo.org. We have
contracted with CALD services, a local accounting firm specializing in religious non-profits, to provide these critical functions.

Who Are We? We call ourselves Disciples, a community of believers who follow Jesus by

worshiping God, growing in faith, and serving all in need. Bound to each other in Christ’s love,
we discover our life together through sharing life with the world.

WEBSITES YOU NEED TO STAY CONNECTED
Mid-America Updates: http://www.mid-americadisciples.org/newsletter-signup/
Disciples News Service Updates: http://disciples.org/dns/subscribe-to-dns/
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