
 

Pastoral Ponderings 

 

Brothers and Sisters, 

 

Amid the many challenges created by the pandemic, one is keeping you all up-to-date on what is happening in the life 

of our church. Even as we strive to share information in as many ways as possible, I fear that much goes unnoticed or 

uncommunicated. Thus, I ask your indulgence of a lengthier column that is intended to keep you "in the know" about 

some exciting things occurring within our community.  

 

New Adoption Fund in Memory of Robert (Gene) and Faye Enslen 

 

Following Faye's passing earlier this year, Bobbi and Gene began a conversation about how best to honor their parents' 

memory. The interest quickly turned to a way of supporting parents going through the adoption process. Given that 

both Bobbi and Gene were adopted, they know the incredible gift of love adoptive parents provide to their kids.          

Unfortunately, the adoption process has only grown more costly over the years, and there are lots of expenses on the 

way to establishing a family.  

 

Working with the Christian Church Foundation, Bobbi and Gene have established an endowment fund whose proceeds 

will be directed to FCC for us to distribute to families going through the adoption process. Our Board has authorized 

receiving the funds for these purposes, but there is still work to be done outlining the process and criteria for using 

these resources.  

 

I am also hopeful that the establishment of this endowment is only step one in considering ministry to and with adoptive 

families. Is there a support group we might launch for those awaiting a match? Could we do a Bible study for families 

with adoptive children? There are lots of possibilities here for us to discern together! 

 

For now, the important thing to know is that this fund has been set up and FCC is the beneficiary. If you would like more 

information about how to make a gift to the fund in support of this ministry, please let me (or Bobbi or Gene) know.  

 

Gathering Area Renewal  

 

For a long time, there have been conversations about the need to enliven our gathering area space. There needed to be 

more seating, better coordination of design, a waiting area outside the front desk, etc. Several years back, Carolyn Green 

and Charlotte Middleton put together a plan for accomplishing this, but we lacked the resources to make it happen. 

Over time, we have pooled together a number of memorial gifts designated by the families of loved ones to be used for 

this purpose.  (continued) 
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FCC Softball Team 

Your Saints and Sinners will wrap up the summer and fall softball seasons on Wednesday, September 30, with a late 

9:15pm game.  We are hoping to pull out a victory and finish the season with a winning record; come out and cheer us 

on! 

 

Those who joined us this season for one, some, or all of the games were:  Laura Avery, Jess Bivin, Caty Barrett, Ashley 

Dawson, Corey Dawson, Lauren Eichelberger, Bobbi Enslen, Tyler Fishback, Rebecca Frye, Renaldo Frye, Charles Highland, 

Melanie Highland, Tyler Kipping, Brian Knight, Tucker Lane, Chris Lloyd, Taylor Mann, Trinity McMorris, Jon Prouty,       

Kaley Ruff, Katelyn Rush, Beau Underwood, and Abbey Zimmerman. Win or lose, it’s always a good time of fun and     

fellowship. Thanks to all who participated and to all the many loyal supporters who came and cheered us on each 

week.  A lot of new friendships have been created and old friendships strengthened through this endeavor, and we look 

forward to doing it again next year.  Let us know if you want to join in the fun!  

 

Bobbi Enslen 

 

Pastoral Ponderings (continued) 

 

I know it seems a little strange to be tackling this project right now when we aren't spending as much time in our building, 

but a sense of normalcy will return again. When it does, I look forward to sitting with you and talking about life in the 

Spirit in an aesthetically and functionally improved gathering space. 

 

New Landscaping Out Front 

 

Unfortunately, storms, bugs, and other elements of nature have wreaked some havoc on a couple of our trees out front 

of the church. This prompted a conversation about whether it was time for a more extensive landscaping overhaul.      

Serendipitously, Matt Tollerton contacted me and said, "my family still has some funds left from my mother's memorial.   

I noticed we had to have a tree pulled out. Could we make a donation in her memory to replace it?" 

 

Thanks to the support of the Tollerton family and the volunteer labors of others within FCC, we're going to be able to 

spruce up the outside of our church this fall and spring. It is a fun story of our timing being in connection with the 

Spirit's, and I'm quite grateful.  

 

Someone will ask, what about a new sign for the church? Our old one is dated and I am going to get estimates, so we'll 

know what that project might cost as other resources become available in the future.  

 

***** 

All of this is shared as both a fyi and an invitation. I know there are times when people wonder, "who made that            

decision?" or "how did that happen?" Generally, it is because our committees and Board have done their homework   

delegating, reviewing, and authorizing projects. In these instances, memorial funds are all involved, and I'm grateful for 

the efforts of those tasked with overseeing the engagement with families who have lost loved ones to identify how to 

use resources left in their honor to enhance our mission as a congregation.  

 

Anyone from within the church is always welcomed and encouraged to participate. If there's something within our 

church life you're passionate about or eager to engage, please let me know. All three of these initiatives happened      

because someone said, "I've got an idea and a plan to make it happen."  

 

Steadfast in hope, 

Rev. Beau 



O UR CHURCH FAMILY  

 

We pray for these 

Beverly Anderson, Reba Brandenburg, Steve Brown, Richard 

Carroll, Jim Eichelberger, Norma Hasselman, Jeanette Hickman, 

D.J. Hunter, Shirley Jarrett, Wanda King, Harold Libbert,     

Vivian Murphy, Milo Mutz, Ken Osman, Marilyn Plassmeyer, 

Jackie Possinger, Joe Robey, Jessie Schell, Betty Schramm, 

Sue Steppelman, Barbara Walker, Loise White, Sharon       

Williams, Janice Wood, Susie Yarnell, Doris Yelton, Jean    

Zimmerman 
  

Individuals will be kept on our prayer list for four weeks at a time. 

At the end of four weeks, please give Kathy a call at 573.636.5157 

or email her Kathy@firstchristianjcmo.org, if you would like        

continued prayers for an individual. Thank you! 
 

Our Members in Care Centers 
 
 

THE ARBORS AT WESTBROOK TERRACE 
Rita Connell 
 
 

BLUEGRASS TERRACE 
Glenda Crow 
 
 

HEISINGER 
Richard Carroll  
Shirley Ferguson  
Barbara Nikodyn 
Norma Woodson 
 
 

JC MANOR 
Jackie Possinger 
 
 

PRIMROSE RETIREMENT COMMUNITY  
Norma Hasselman 
Wendell & Myra Hubbs 
Jessie Schell 
 
 

ST. JOSEPH’S BLUFFS 
Doris Yelton 
 
 

SUMMIT VILLA 
Shirley Jarrett 
 
 

THE TIMBERS 
Mae Oehring 
 
 

OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS 
Reba Brandenburg, Mariam Craddock, 
Terry Fockler, Jean Zimmerman 
 
 

OUR OUT-OF-TOWN MEMBERS 
Betty Schramm, Betty Schulte 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

SEPTEMBER 

17 

Kay Newberry 

Nora Vegiard 

18 

Linda Heller 

Jean Zimmerman 

19 

Willadean Jackson 

David Durbin & Carrie Colvin 
Bill & Gabee Fallert 
20 

Emmett Bryant 

Jim & Diane Jones 

21 

Emma Love 
Richard & Catherine 

Vaughan 
22 

Haris Williams 

23 

Rick Andris 

Matthew Woodson 

24 

Timothy Ramirez 

Tara Vegiard 
25 

Sherry Jordan 

Dustin Kuebler 

Terry & Sharon Fockler 
26 

Greg Francis 

Bob Jordan 

Ed Legge 

Michael & Sandi Helton 
27 

Venita Jackson 

Ann Littlefield 
28 

29 

Stan Humphreys 

John Oehring 

Brian & Shelly Drake 
30 

Kathy Dunwiddie 

Our Condolences to Reid Millard and family on the loss of his mother, 

June Millard, who passed away Thursday, September 10, 2020. 

JOY! to Lena and Tucker Lane, on the birth of their daughter, Lynleigh Marie, 

born September 11, 2020 weighing in at 5 lbs. 15 oz. and 18 inches long.   

Our Condolences to Joe Payne and family on the loss of his wife,         

Beth Payne, who passed away Friday, September 18, 2020. Visitation will be 

Wednesday, September 23, from 9:30-11:00AM at Immaculate Conception 

Church, with a Mass of Christian Burial immediately following at 11:00AM.       

You may watch the service from home by going to www.dulletrimble.com. 

OCTOBER 

1 

Karla Denny 

Steven & Allie Claycomb 

Ken & Ann Littlefield 
3 

Nanci Gonder 

4 

Danny Stewart 

5 

Virginia Helton 

Clint & Tami Barrett 

6 

Lena Lane 

Erin Lepper 

7 

Carol Andris 

Stephen Foutes 

8 

Cooper Sims 

9 

Marilyn Biesemeyer 

Shelley Dawson 

Jeanne Legge 

10 

Ben Vegiard 

11 

Rebecca Scott 

Greg & Sherry Fitzpatrick 

12 

Nina Stewart 

13 

Deanna McKay 

14 

George Burruss 

Shirley Jarrett 

Keenan Johnson 

Stephanie Ramirez 

Allen & Marsha Posz 

15 

Donna Lynch 

Melanie Markway 

Terry & Brenda Ruff 
16 

 



An Update from Alexis, Our Youth Director 

 

On Sunday evenings at 7 PM, the youth are engaging the question “What does Jesus have to do with my story?” by     

exploring the context of the gospels and how the teachings of Jesus might touch their lives today. The goal is to form our 

teenagers in the ways of Christ that will shape their identities for years to come.  

 

Beyond the weekly gathering, each member and parent is invited to participate in an online group (via the social media 

network, BAND) to share reflections, art, music, and anything else the Spirit is stirring up. This is a way for youth who are 

not available on Sunday evenings to connect and engage with the group as well. Please contact me to learn how to join 

the BAND group. 

 

This material is too good and the experience too important to keep it among ourselves. We are actively looking for more 

high schoolers that could benefit this community. If you know of someone that fits this description - a grandchild, niece 

or nephew, neighbor, child of a friend - that doesn’t yet have the support of a church community, please connect us.     

You can give them my email (alexis@firstchristianjcmo.org). 

As a current seminarian and former high school teacher with experiences in pastoral care and small group ministry, it is 

an honor to offer spiritual nurture to adolescents and their families. 

 

I continue to be available for an online office hour on Saturdays, from 3:30-4:30 PM. Email me for the information you 

need to stop by. 

 

With You on the Journey, 

 

Alexis 
alexis@firstchristianjcmo.org 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Charitable Tax Benefit 

For those taking the standard deduction on your 2020 tax return (the one you'll file in 2021), the recently passed CARES 

Act allows for an additional "above-the-line" deduction for charitable gifts made in cash of up to $300. In other words, 

donating $300 to your favorite church will reduce your adjusted gross income by that amount, and you can still claim the 

standard deduction.  

 

Spiritual Journaling Webinar - Monday, October 26th @ 6:30PM 

 
One of the best ways to pray and reflect, to soothe our souls and speak life into our bones, is through writing. Our very 

own Marsha Posz will lead a Zoom webinar on the practice of spiritual journaling. She'll highlight different approaches to 

take and strategies for getting the most out of this devotional exercise. Whether you're a little curious or someone who 

has long kept a journal, this is for you!  To sign up for this Zoom webinar, call Kathy in the church office at 573-636-5157. 

 

mailto:alexis@firstchristianjcmo.org
mailto:alexis@firstchristianjcmo.org


To access our Zoom Meeting Room, our meeting ID is 2202286773. If you need the password, 

please contact the church office at 573-636-5157, Rev. Beau at 815-303-1990, or one of our leaders. 

 

To join in on our free conference calls, dial (712) 775-7270 and enter access code 444928. 

New Worship Time Beginning in October 

Beginning Sunday, October 4th, we will gather at 10:00AM instead of 9:00AM because of the cooler temperatures.  KIDS 

TIME will follow at 11:00AM. 

NOTE:  Sundays, October 4th & 11th, we will gather outdoors in the back parking lot at First Christian Church.  

More details will be shared by email and at Sunday services. 

October 18th & 25th, as well as November 1st, we return to Riverside Park at 10:00AM for our Worship service and KIDS 

TIME at 11:00AM. 



FABRIC TOTE BAGS 

The food pantry would love to have any fabric tote bags to share with our food pantry participants, if you 

have any you would like to donate.  You may leave them on the table by the door in the Family Life Center. 

 

 

Mid-America Regional Assembly 2020 

Though we are disappointed that we cannot meet physically for our Assembly, we are 

very excited about being Better Together digitally on October 3!  

All are welcome to our online Regional Assembly at 9:00 am, and no registration is 

required to attend.  

Join us on our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/ChristianChurchDisciples 

OfMidAmerica (you don’t need to have a Facebook account) for a 90-minute live 

gathering that will include worship, music, reports from our ministry partners, our 

business session, and more! 

The agenda for the business session will be posted by September 2. The docket, including reports and other information, 

will be posted prior to the Assembly. 

ONLY VOTERS NEED TO REGISTER 

Voters are clergy with standing, board members, and identified congregational representatives.  

 

All are welcome to a Better Together Thursday Zoom meeting on Thursday, October 1 at 11am or 7pm to learn more and 

ask any questions. 

We are grateful to our workshop leaders, who have agreed to make their presentations via Zoom. 

Find more information including the whole schedule, recordings of past sessions, additional documents from presenters, 

and meeting links at http://www.mid-americadisciples.org/regional-assembly-2020. 

 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/53c68a2de4b0929c16dd9bf2/t/5efb7b12be87e018f0006f11/1593539346636/Regional+Assembly+notice.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/ChristianChurchDisciplesOfMidAmerica/?__tn__=kC-R&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARC70T_RpAc-7GLq80LzMNiec0BX0InVhETeOAJ8mCXhlRagFns9Y_Uq2tnGmEr_CgcFqcbW5MM73I-dYPk23Ecylbk1-0FR1KELVeJBiO2F_oubi4ma_Ie8voyvLgfDHwKu-0640uwqR3zMJR9LeoDs_p68vKxLTPpUwY
http://www.mid-americadisciples.org/upcoming-events/2020/8/13/better-together-thursday-the-role-of-church-trustees-95r5e-d5775-3hr8g-fyssn-8lzmt-wrlpl
http://www.mid-americadisciples.org/upcoming-events/2020/8/13/better-together-thursday-the-role-of-church-trustees-95r5e-d5775-3hr8g-fyssn-8lzmt-wrlpl-swc5j


PRAY EACH DAY 

During this time, let us be intentional about praying for those who are affected by this global emergency.  
 

SUNDAYS - Pray for those who are sick, whether at home, in hospitals, struggling to receive the care they need due to 

shortage of equipment, beds, and supplies, isolated from loved ones, and unsure what the future holds. Pray for their healing 

and for others to not get sick.   
 

MONDAYS - Pray for the healers, all those who are making it possible for people to receive health care - cleaning staff, 

nurses, technicians, doctors, therapists, chaplains, and administrators who are putting themselves at risk to care for others.   

Pray for the researchers and experts who are seeking answers to difficult questions, treatments, and a vaccine.  
 

TUESDAYS - Pray for workers, those who are working at "essential businesses" and making sure others have food and     

other supplies and services, those who are unable to work right now because their workplaces have been closed and do not 

know when they work again, for workers who do not have paid sick leave or childcare and must make difficult decisions.      

Pray for safety and the easing of financial stress.  
 

WEDNESDAYS - Pray for leaders - government leaders, corporate leaders, non-profit leaders, and all others who are       

making decisions that affect large groups of people with changing information and multiple interests to juggle. May they lead 

with wisdom and   compassion.  
 

THURSDAYS - Pray for educators and students who are finding new ways to teach and learn. Pray for students who      

have lost their safe space due to school closures and teachers who are caring for students from afar. Pray for those who are 

working to make sure students continue to be fed and have access to the resources they need and for parents who now have 

to add teacher to their responsibilities. 
 

FRIDAYS - Pray for the vulnerable such as those in our community who lack access to shelter, clean water and soap, a    

place to isolate themselves, food, and other resources. Pray for those who do not have a safe place to go and for those with 

health conditions that make them more susceptible to getting sick. 
 

SATURDAYS - Pray for us all, whether we are alone or in a full house, we are facing major changes and stress. Pray for   

those who are finding ways to help, those who are facing mental health struggles, those who are overwhelmed, scared, and 

worried. Pray for all of us as we seek to make good choices for the benefit of our neighbors.  

One Church Many Places Schedule 

SUNDAYS 

9:00AM     Praise in the Park Worship Service and Facebook Live Worship at facebook.com/fccjcmo. You do not need a  

     Facebook account to access the live stream. Videos will be posted to wwww.firstchristianjcmo.org/ 

                 onechurcharchive by Monday afternoon.   

 

THURSDAYS 

10:15AM   Prayer Phone call.  We will use these calls to share joys and concerns and pray for and with one another 

    Call (712) 775-7270 and enter access code 444928.  See instructions for using freeconferencecall.com 

    for more information. 

 

11:00AM   Bible Study.  Join Rev. Beau for a discussion on Luke’s Gospel in our Zoom Meeting Room 220 228 6773  

AND     (For our Zoom Meeting Room password, contact the church office at 573-636-5157, Rev. Beau at 815-303-1990  

5:45PM     or one of our leaders.) 

 

http://wwww.firstchristianjcmo.org/onechurcharchive
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SENIOR MINISTER  
Rev. Beau Underwood 
Beau@firstchristianjcmo.org  
 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER  
Rev. Sarah Kingsbery  
Sarah@firstchristianjcmo.org  
 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY  
Gretchen Huedepohl  
Gretchen@firstchristianjcmo.org  
 

YOUTH DIRECTOR  
Alexis Engelbrecht  
Alexis@firstchristianjcmo.org  
 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Kathy Speidel  
Kathy@firstchristianjcmo.org  
 

FACILITY & GROUNDS  
COORDINATOR  
Scott Campbell 
Scott@firstchristianjcmo.org  
 

BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR  
Terri Lloyd  
Terri.schenkel.lloyd@gmail.com  
 

ACCOMPANIST  
Scot Stout 
blueeyedbear@aol.com  
 

CHILD CARE COORDINATOR 
Missy Mann  
gohuskermann@yahoo.com  
 

 

WEBSITES YOU NEED TO STAY CONNECTED  
 

Mid-America Updates:  http://www.mid-americadisciples.org/newsletter-signup/  
Disciples News Service Updates:  http://disciples.org/dns/subscribe -to-dns/  

“The Church Bell” (UPS 110-580) by First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) of Jefferson City, Missouri, is published bi-weekly and there is no issue the week between     
Christmas and New Year’s Day. Periodicals paid at Jefferson City, Missouri.  POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Editor/Church Secretary, First Christian Church, 327 East 
Capitol Avenue,  Jefferson City, Missouri  65101. 

Gluten-free bread and a grape are available in a small 

baggie in the black basket by the communion trays. If   

you have difficulty opening the pre-packaged juice and 

water or need gluten-free, this alternate communion is 

available for you.  

Financial Records and Questions 
Questions related to giving and church finances should be sent to Carol Kaylor at finance@firstchristianjcmo.org.  We have 

contracted with CALD services, a local accounting firm specializing in religious non-profits, to provide these critical functions. 

Who Are We? We call ourselves Disciples, a community of believers who follow Jesus by 

worshiping God, growing in faith, and serving all in need. Bound to each other in Christ’s love, 

we discover our life together through sharing life with the world. 

CONTACT US AT  
327 East Capitol Avenue  
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101  
Phone:  (573) 636-5157 
Fax:  (573) 893-5608 
firstchristianjcmo.org  
 

FINANCIAL  
Finance@firstchristianjcmo.org  
 
 
 

facebook.com/fccjcmo  
 

AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES:  
Please contact Rev. Underwood at 
815-303-1990 Non-emergency church-
related items after working hours, Monday 
thru Friday 8AM to 5PM, we have voice 
mail. Please feel free to call the church      
(573-636-5157) at any time and leave a 
message. NOTE: IF YOU LEAVE A  MESSAGE 
ON THE ANSWERING MACHINE ON FRIDAY 
(AFTER 5PM), SATURDAY, OR SUNDAY, IT      
WILL NOT BE CHECKED UNTIL MONDAY 

MORNING.  THANK YOU. 
 
 

The next           Church Bell will 

be sent October 7, 2020. 

(Articles are due by noon  

the Monday before) 

PLEASE HELP KEEP THE CHURCH OFFICE UP -TO-DATE!  

Be sure to give the office any updates of your       

address, emails and/or phone numbers.  

Buy groceries….help support youth ministry! 

Sign up for a Community Card at Schnuck’s grocery store 
 

Here’s what you can do:   
 

 Pick up a Community Card at Schnucks or at FCC.   

 Call 1-800-931-6258 to activate your group 
I.D. #500015450 

 Use your Community Card when you buy groceries 

You may also give online at firstchristianjcmo.org/donate 


