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Pastoral Ponderings
Brothers and Sisters,
We're in quarantine. It is an experience I know many of you have shared.
Over the weekend, we dined outside with a couple that later tested positive for the virus. While we have no evidence of
symptoms and I believe the outdoor setting reduced our risk significantly, our doctors have helpfully advised us to follow
CDC guidelines by quarantining until 14 days from the date of contact. "This is because it can take up to two weeks
to show symptoms," my doctor explained, "and you don't want to be a source of asymptomatic spread within the
community."
That latter point is especially true, given the people I interact with as a pastor. The isolation period is frustrating, but we
don't want to further contribute to the problem. Let's all continue doing everything we can to take care of one another.
It is that other-regarding love, which Christians should be exemplars of, that has been in too short of supply through this
pandemic.
Our worship on Sunday at Riverside will continue as planned, but Rev. David Avery will be preaching in my absence.
Many of you have commented positive on the "Redeeming Politics" sermon series. I will send the final installment to you
all via email on Monday. This week you get two sermons for the price of one!
This means that I'll rejoin you for worship on Sunday, November 1st, when we observe our All Saints’ Remembrance. Like
other preachers, I love stepping into the pulpit on Christmas and Easter to share the joy of a God who comes to be with
us in Jesus Christ and then reveals the power of resurrection to defeat death and despair. More oddly, I enjoy preaching
on All Saints’ equally as much, if not more.
Perhaps this is because All Saints’ was not a liturgical occasion celebrated by my church growing up. It is still "new" to
me in a way that provokes fascination.
But, there is something far more profound at work. All Saints’
has gone from a normal part of the church calendar to a
witness that is deeply counter-cultural. We live in a world that
denies death. While everyone is mortal, lots of people go
about their lives as if they will live forever. They act like they
have all the time in the world. They take comfort in that
illusion until it is shattered by illness or death.
All Saints’ discomforts us by calling attention to our mortality. We do this not because of some morbid fixation but out
of an honest conviction. (continued)

Pastoral Ponderings (continued)
As J. Todd Billings writes in The End of the Christian Life, "For Christians, coming to terms with [our impending deaths]
teaches us how to properly live and hope as creatures. Only those who know they are dying can properly trust in God's
promise of eternal life."
I commend Billing's book to you. His story of being diagnosed with terminal cancer in his late 30's, living with a disease
that will steal decades from his life, and reflecting on that experience as someone whose hope is only and fully in Jesus
Christ will challenge your mind and touch your soul. As I have mentioned, I will convene a discussion group later in
November for those choosing to read his volume along with me.
As the Church, we need All Saint's to remind us, as Billings puts it, that we are "beloved yet small and mortal children of
God, bearing witness to the Lord of Creation who will set things right on the final day." It is an opportunity to remember
those members of our church family that we have lost this past year and what they taught us about living, hoping, and
trusting as God's beloved.

Steadfast in hope,
Rev. Beau

An Update from Alexis, Our Youth Director
Be on the lookout for information about a special intergenerational Advent experience for 6th-12th graders and the
grandparents, or grand people, in their lives. Grandparents and grand people who are members will be able to participate
with the 6th-12th graders in their lives too. More details will be coming the first week of November, but email me if you
can’t wait to learn about it - I can hardly wait to share what we’re preparing.
The high school youth group continues to explore Jesus’ teachings using music, art, and creative journaling on Sunday
evenings at 7 PM. There are ways for youth to connect beyond those sessions using a social app called BAND. If you
know of a 8th-12th grader who might be interested in this program or what comes next, please invite their parents/
guardians to contact me: alexis@firstchristianjcmo.org.
Marsha Posz has kindly extended the invitation for her Spiritual Journaling webinar to youth as well as adults. It takes
place on Monday, October 26th, at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom. RSVP to kathy@firstchristianjcmo.org, and she’ll provide you with
the Zoom link.
If you would like to meet to chat about the youth group or something else, my online office hour on Saturdays from
3:30-4:30 PM is open to anyone this month. Email me for information on how to “stop by.” I’d love to see you.
With You on the Journey,

Alexis (alexis@firstchristianjcmo.org)

It’s time, once again, for all things spooky and fun! East School is having a Trunk or Treat
event on October 30th. Although different this year, some things - such as TREATS - do not
change. As a Partner in Education, First Christian Church can still be involved in East School.
Drop off some fun treats, i.e. candy at the church office no later than Monday, October 26th.
You will be making many goblins very happy!

O U R C H U R C H FA M I LY
We pray for these

Beverly Anderson, Reba Brandenburg, Steve Brown, Richard
Carroll, Norma Hasselman, Philip Hawkins, Jeanette Hickman,
Shirley Jarrett, Harold Libbert, Virginia Masters, Vivian Murphy,
Milo Mutz, Jackie Possinger, Joe Robey, Jessie Schell, Betty
Schramm, Sue Steppelman, Barbara Walker, Sharon Williams,
Janice Wood, Susie Yarnell, Doris Yelton, Jean Zimmerman
Individuals will be kept on our prayer list for four weeks at a time.
At the end of four weeks, please give Kathy a call at 573.636.5157
or email her Kathy@firstchristianjcmo.org, if you would like
continued prayers for an individual. Thank you!

Our Members in Care Centers

THE ARBORS AT WESTBROOK TERRACE

Rita Connell

BLUEGRASS TERRACE

Glenda Crow
HEISINGER

Richard Carroll
Shirley Ferguson
Barbara Nikodyn
Norma Woodson
JC MANOR

Jackie Possinger
PRIMROSE RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

Norma Hasselman
Wendell & Myra Hubbs
Jessie Schell
ST. JOSEPH’S BLUFFS

Doris Yelton

SUMMIT VILLA

Shirley Jarrett
THE TIMBERS

Mae Oehring

OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS

Reba Brandenburg, Mariam Craddock,
Terry Fockler, Jean Zimmerman
OUR OUT-OF-TOWN MEMBERS

Betty Schramm, Betty Schulte

Did you see…
Elizabeth Coffman was mentioned in an article in the Monday,
October 19th, News Tribune “Trade Days offers marketplace for
small-scale vendors”. Elizabeth, owner of Avon Fundraising, also
makes hand-sewn pillows she sells with 50% of the profits going
to an organization named “The Blind Mission”, which helps
visually impaired and blind people.

Birthdays and Anniversaries
OCTOBER
20
Eden Bell
Fred Cooper
Nancy Dunwiddie
Hunter Peek

Shaun & Ashley Crisp
Greg & Tina Wood
21
22
Ellory Crisp
Cole Markway
23
Kacie Kuebler
Jestine Lange

Charles & Melanie Highland
24
Claude Hawkins
Myra Hubbs
Barbara Nikodym
LeeAnna Penn

Gary & Nanci Gonder
25
Alex Millard
26
Isabella Giles
27
Landon Schwartz
28
Brian Drake
Mitzi Snyder
29
Chris Cooley
30
Joy Foster
31
Loise Alexander
Larry Link
Judy Nienhueser

Michael & Sarah Jones
NOVEMBER
1
Katie Woodruff
2
Jim Jordan
3
Gracie Bryant
4
5
Marty Morris
Sandra Troutt
6
Sean Vegiard
7
8
Garbriel Hoeme
Jade Johnson

Jeff & Mitzi Snyder

NOVEMBER
9
Lucas Boling
Gary Spencer
10
Robert Murphy

Dakoda & Raven Ballard

11
12
13
Dakoda Ballard
14
15

Ken & Patty Osman
16
Stephanie Johnson
Linda Ringo
Rita Starnes
Haylee Terrell
17
Gregory Fitzpatrick
Susan Hahn

Jon & Amanda Prouty

18
19
Shelly Drake
Emma Mann
Barb Marshall
21
Fanci Bennett
Jeannette Hickman
Bailey Markway
Kaley Ruff
Winnie Shaw
22
Leigh Beasley
Joan Love
23

Bob & Nancy Priddy

24
25
Carson Lepper
26
Brenda Ruff
27
Georgialee Dallas
Chase Penn
28
Bill Trimm
29
Shaun Crisp
30
Sandi Helton

Greetings from Common Ground,
First, a big thank you to all the congregations that have been helping us
help others throughout the year. It is truly a blessing to be able to serve
our community because of your generosity. As we continue growing and helping more and more neighbors every year
we want to make sure you know what we are up to. Every month we put out an email newsletter that shares stories
about clients and volunteers and updates on how we are helping. We also periodically send out newsletters and other
information through USPS to our mailing list. If you would like to be on our email newsletter list, our regular mailing list,
or both; please call email Tina Mollenkamp at tinamollenkamp@cgcb.org or call her at 573-522-4314. As an alternative,
you can also sign up for the email newsletters on our website at www.cgcb.org.

One Church Many Places Schedule
SUNDAYS
10:00AM Praise in the Park Worship Service and Facebook Live Worship at facebook.com/fccjcmo. You do not need a
Facebook account to access the live stream. Videos will be posted to wwww.firstchristianjcmo.org/
onechurcharchive by Monday afternoon.
11:00AM KIDS TIME for our young children. We share Bible stories, enjoy fun activities, and check in with each
other in a physically distanced and responsible way.
THURSDAYS
10:15AM Prayer Phone call. We will use these calls to share joys and concerns and pray for and with one another
Call (712) 775-7270 and enter access code 444928. See instructions for using freeconferencecall.com
for more information.
11:00AM Bible Study. Join Rev. Beau for a discussion on Luke’s Gospel in our Zoom Meeting Room 220 228 6773
AND
(For our Zoom Meeting Room password, contact the church office at 573-636-5157, Rev. Beau at 815-303-1990
5:45PM or one of our leaders.)

To access our Zoom Meeting Room, our meeting ID is 2202286773. If you need the password,
please contact the church office at 573-636-5157, Rev. Beau at 815-303-1990, or one of our leaders.
To join in on our free conference calls, dial (712) 775-7270 and enter access code 444928.

CONGREGATIONAL VOTE
We had a quorum on Sunday, and the congregation
unanimously passed the Provisional Constitution.
Thank you to all who attended and phoned in and to
those who tried but technical difficulties got in your way.

Spiritual Journaling Webinar

Monday, October 26th @ 6:30PM

IT’S TIME TO
FALL BACK!
SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 1ST
2:00AM

Call the Church Office Today to Sign up
One of the best ways to pray and reflect, to soothe our
souls and speak life into our bones, is through writing.
Our very own Marsha Posz will lead a Zoom webinar on
the practice of spiritual journaling. She'll highlight
different approaches to take and strategies for getting
the most out of this devotional exercise. Whether you're
a little curious or someone who has long kept a journal,
this is for you! Our ZOOM meeting ID is 2202286773.
If you do not know the password, please contact Kathy
in the church office at 573-636-5157 before Monday,
October 26th, at 5PM.

2021 STEWARDSHIP PLEDGES
The Stewardship Committee encourages anyone who
would like to make a pledge for 2021 to please have
your pledge card to the church office by October 30th.
Thank you!

Be like the bird who, pausing in her flight awhile on
boughs too slight, feels them give way beneath her,
and yet sings, knowing she hath wings. ~ Victor Hugo

Even the darkest night will end,
and the sun will rise. ~ Victor Hugo

So, set your clocks back one hour
before going to bed Saturday night
October 31st.

BRANDE CENTRAL STATION IN PRAGUE
In our last newsletter, we highlighted all of the unknowns as they related to our living with lockdowns, mass
cancellations, and travel restrictions. By the end of the summer, the Czech government had backed off on most of the
most strident prohibitions, allowing us to move about the city without difficulty. While we were not able to make a trip to
the US, we were blessed to be able to partner with Young Life Prague to help facilitate English classes for one of their day
camps. We started school fairly normally in August with the hope that we would be able to continue as such.
Phil continues to serve as head of the English Language Learning (ELL) department while teaching ELL for the high
school. He is also teaching 8th grade Bible, high school drama, and is a Roundtable leader for the 9th grade boys.
Christiana continues to serve as volunteer coordinator, and is also teaching library skills for grades 1-5. Susanna Jane
started first grade, and after a few adjustments, is enjoying school, her teachers, and her new classmates. It has been
such a blessing to have all three of us headed the same direction each day!
Unfortunately, COVID case numbers in Prague and across the Czech Republic continue to rise, and in just 6 weeks, we
have gone from in-person learning with masks and strict sanitation guidelines, to a return to distance learning for all
grades. We are hearing rumors of another country-wide quarantine, but so far only restaurants, cinemas, and other
recreational facilities are required to close. As of today, the Czech Republic has the highest case numbers in the EU,
outpacing even Spain & France.
To our knowledge, none of our students have yet tested positive. Please pray for continued physical protection for our
students, their families, our colleagues, and ourselves. Agree with us for renewed creativity and flexibility in teaching
during this unprecedented situation. While distance learning certainly is better than nothing, it is so very hard on
students, especially for all of our non-native English speakers. We also have several students who are enduring
separation from family members due to the travel restrictions. One of Phil's students hasn't seen his father in over
8 months. Please, pray for the mental and emotional well-being of our students.
We know that all of you will understand us when we say this has been an exhausting year for everyone at the Christian
International School of Prague. We feel the physical distance from our families more acutely than ever before. All of the
digital contact time in the world doesn’t make up for a hug or a conversation in person. In addition, our lack of personal
connection with churches, small groups and supporters means we are watching our monthly support slide further and
further away from our required total percentage needed. Over the next two months, we will be reaching out virtually to
potential ministry partners and asking them to prayerfully consider joining our network of support. We ask that you, our
current ministry partners, join with us in praying that we will be able to meet our financial goals not only for each month,
but for the remainder of the school year.
Once again, we want to thank you for your prayer and financial support. You are as much a part of this ministry as we
are. Thank you for blessing us with your partnership and faithfulness.

With Much Love and Appreciation,
Phil, Christiana, and Susanna Jane Brande

LARRY COLVIN, MISSION
CO-WORKER, PEKI, GHANA
A Celebration, Indeed! 2020 may be a year with few celebrations but
recently the Evangelical Presbyterian Seminary in Peki, Ghana indeed had a
celebration. As we entered the chapel for worship in Wednesday evening
we could see a large wrapped box setting on the floor and a smaller such
box on the table. Of course, these piqued our curiosity. What are these?
And, in particular, what could be in such a large box? The sound of the
organ and drums picked up and the choir began the opening procession.
Following the opening hymn and prayer, the time to reveal the surprise
had come. The large box was opened to disclose a new offering box.
The smaller box contained two new percussion instruments for the music
department. These had been a wish of the recently retired seminary
principal as the older instruments were worn and a plastic wash tub had
sufficed as an offering box. A local congregation was aware of the needs
and made the gifts possible. Prayers of dedication for them were made.
Music and offering are synonymous in the life of the church in Ghana.
Traditionally, a drum was used to collect the offering. Over time, drums
have been replaced by a standing box. Offering is not collected by

“passing the plate.” The offering drum/box is
placed in a central location. Then, instead of a
call to receive the offering, there is a call to
celebrate! The music and the singing begin.
The congregation dances joyfully up the box
placing their gifts within. The celebration of
music, singing, and dancing continue for
several minutes past the time the last person
has given thanks. On this night, surely God’s
Spirit was in this place as the celebration went
on for a lengthy time. There were new
instruments sounding the joy and a new
offering box to receive our gifts. This, in the
midst of 2020, was a celebration, indeed!

Larry Colvin Mission Co-worker Peki, Ghana
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PLEASE HELP KEEP THE CHURCH OFFICE UP-TO-DATE!
Be sure to give the office any updates of your
address, emails and/or phone numbers.

FINANCIAL
Finance@firstchristianjcmo.org

Here’s what you can do:

Sign up for a Community Card at Schnuck’s grocery store



Pick up a Community Card at Schnucks or at FCC.
Call 1-800-931-6258 to activate your group
I.D. #500015450
Use your Community Card when you buy groceries


facebook.com/fccjcmo
AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES:
Please contact Rev. Underwood at
815-303-1990 Non-emergency churchrelated items after working hours, Monday
thru Friday 8AM to 5PM, we have voice
mail. Please feel free to call the church
(573-636-5157) at any time and leave a
message. NOTE: IF YOU LEAVE A MESSAGE



ON THE ANSWERING MACHINE ON FRIDAY
(AFTER 5PM), SATURDAY, OR SUNDAY, IT
WILL NOT BE CHECKED UNTIL MONDAY
MORNING. THANK YOU.

The next

CHILD CARE COORDINATOR
Missy Mann
gohuskermann@yahoo.com

Buy groceries….help support youth ministry!

Church Bell will

be sent November 4, 2020.
(Articles are due by noon
the Monday before)

Gluten-free bread and a grape are available in a small
baggie in the black basket by the communion trays. If
you have difficulty opening the pre-packaged juice and
water or need gluten-free, this alternate communion is
available for you.

You may also give online at firstchristianjcmo.org/donate

Financial Records and Questions
Questions related to giving and church finances should be sent to Carol Kaylor at finance@firstchristianjcmo.org. We have
contracted with CALD services, a local accounting firm specializing in religious non-profits, to provide these critical functions.

Who Are We? We call ourselves Disciples, a community of believers who follow Jesus by

worshiping God, growing in faith, and serving all in need. Bound to each other in Christ’s love,
we discover our life together through sharing life with the world.

WEBSITES YOU NEED TO STAY CONNECTED
Mid-America Updates: http://www.mid-americadisciples.org/newsletter-signup/
Disciples News Service Updates: http://disciples.org/dns/subscribe-to-dns/
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