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Pastoral Ponderings
FCC Family,
Thanksgiving may have been last week, but this week is a time of great gratitude for me as I return from my
sabbatical.
When I started planning to take a sabbatical this fall in 2019, there was no way to know church life would look
so different. Yet, Rev. Beau and our church leaders were incredibly supportive, encouraging me to take my
sabbatical time and adjust it however I needed to for the current circumstances. It has been a gift beyond
measure to step away from active ministry, to rest, to reconnect with myself, God, and loved ones.
I am only beginning to hear about all you have been doing during my absence, so I know I will overlook
some, but a few specific thank yous:
Thank you to Rev. Beau, Gretchen, Kathy, Scott and Alexis for filling holes created by my absence in the
day-to-day life of the church.
Thank you, Rita and the Administrative Board, Vivian and the Ministry Team, and David Avery and the elders
for your continued leadership, creativity, and wisdom.
Thank you, Erin Lepper and all who have been leading faith formation opportunities for our children and
youth.
Thank you John Blosser, Robin Grumm, Cindy Leveron,
Missy Mann, and our Missions Team for your work and
ongoing mission projects—Transformational Housing,
Common Ground, East School, and the Food Pantry.
Thank you to Georgia and the Worship Team for their
continued work, creativity, and discernment regarding our
worship life together.
Thank you to all of you who have been praying for me, who
have welcomed me back, and who have supported the work
of church staff during this time. (continued)

Pastoral Ponderings (continued)
I am sure there are those I am missing from this list, and I would love for you to help me catch up on what I
have missed! I will be offering Zoom Gathering times for the next couple of weeks - drop in when you can,
and I’ll tell you about my sabbatical and hear from you about what has been happening in Jefferson City. I am
eager to share with you the ways this gift of Sabbath time has blessed me, and to reconnect with each of you.
I invite you to join me in the FCC Jefferson City Zoom Room any of the following days and times:
Thursday December 3rd 2-3PM
Monday December 7th 6:30-7:30PM
Thursday December 10th 2-3PM
Monday December 14th 6:30-7:30PM

With gratitude, curiosity, and hope,
Grace and peace for the journey,
Rev. Sarah Kingsbery
As we look towards 2021, please consider making a year end donation
that helps the church close out 2020 on a strong note.

An Update from Alexis, Our Youth Director
Our Intergenerational Advent Experiences began this weekend, and it has been a joy to see both familiar and
new faces in our Zoom sessions.
For those who did not register, there are ways to intentionally contemplate and experience the themes of
Advent with us, beginning with Hope. All high school youth group families received material I prepared, and
I’ll share some of the questions, activities, and creations on the church’s Facebook page and this newsletter.
For now, this is a prayer for this week's theme written by authors from Illustrated Ministry:
Prayer for Hope
Loving God,
Your spirit surrounds us in both light and darkness.
Like sunlight, you help us find our way and explore our world.
Like a dark night sky, you give us rest from all the worries of the day.
May we be light for people who need to see hope in this world.
May we be cozy darkness for those who need a safe place to rest.
Thank you for the season of Advent and for bringing us together.
Amen.

With you on the journey in Hope,
Alexis

Christmas Love
God sent his only Son to us out of pure love. What an unbelievable gift! Because of this undeserved love, we
are moved to extend love to others. One way to do that is by gift-giving. Here is an opportunity to show
God’s love to others in our community.
Three families in need are from our Partners In Education at East School. If you would care to participate in
the tradition of gift giving to these particular families, click on East School Families Christmas Gifts and add
your name and telephone number beside the gift you would like to purchase. There is also an option to make
a monetary donation instead of shopping. Just put your name down beside monetary donation on the
google docs form and then go to firstchristianjcmo.org, click on the donate tab at the top right hand side and
fill in your information. Please be sure to mark “East School Christmas families” on your donation.
We ask that all gifts, monetary or otherwise, are received at church before December 17. You may wrap your
gift if you choose, or we will wrap it for you. If you wrap it, please attach a note indicating what/who the gift
is for, e.g. Family “A”, “B”, or “C” and “Boy age 6”. We will make sure all shopping is done and gifts are
delivered to the families in time for Christmas!
Thank you for your generous hearts and spirits. May you feel the love of God in your life today and always.

Joy to the World!
Mission Team

We pray for these

O U R C H U R C H FA M I LY

Beverly Anderson, Reba Brandenburg, Steve Brown, Richard Carroll, Wilma Collins, Gibson Archer Dudenhoeffer,
Ken Dykes, John & Barbara Gulick, Norma Hasselman, Philip Hawkins, Jeanette Hickman, Shirley Jarrett, Angie
Kellard, Harold Libbert, Virginia Masters, Toni McNeal, Karen Meade, Dan & Sandy Meade, Vivian Murphy,
Milo Mutz, Jackie Possinger, Joe Robey, Jessie Schell, Betty Schramm, Sue Steppelman, Barbara Walker, Sharon
Williams, Janice Wood, Doris Yelton
Individuals will be kept on our prayer list for four weeks at a time. At the end of four weeks, please give Kathy a call at 573.636.5157
or email her Kathy@firstchristianjcmo.org, if you would like continued prayers for an individual. Thank you!

Members in Care Centers

THE ARBORS AT WESTBROOK TERRACE PRIMROSE RETIREMENT COMMUNITY HOMEBOUND MEMBERS

Rita Connell
BLUEGRASS TERRACE

Glenda Crow
HEISINGER

Richard Carroll
Shirley Ferguson
Barbara Nikodyn
Norma Woodson
JC MANOR

Norma Hasselman
Wendell & Myra Hubbs
Jessie Schell

Reba Brandenburg
Mariam Craddock,
Terry Fockler

ST. JOSEPH’S BLUFFS

OUT-OF-TOWN MEMBERS

Doris Yelton

Betty Schramm
Betty Schulte

SUMMIT VILLA

Shirley Jarrett
THE TIMBERS

Mae Oehring

Jackie Possinger

Our Condolences

to J.T. Yarnell and family on the loss of his wife, Susie Yarnell, who passed away Saturday, November
21. You may go to https://memorials.freemanmortuary.com/susie-yarnell/4436225/obituary.php to view Susie’s service information.

Our Condolences

to the family of Jean Zimmerman who passed away Thursday, November 19. You may go to
https://www.dulletrimble.com/obituaries/Jean--Ann-Zimmerman?obId=19030892#/celebrationWall to view Jean’s service information.

Our Condolences to Tom Weaver on the loss of his brother, John Mack Weaver, who passed away recently.

Birthdays and Anniversaries

6
DECEMBER
John Gulick
1
7
Dale Findlay
Cecily Highland
Melanie Highland
8
2
Nancy Floyd
Hugh McKay
Jackie Possinger
Ian Schwartz
10
Mark Snell
Daniel Love
3
Leigh Love Shannon & Katie Imler
11
Robert & Leigh Love
David Durbin
4
Aaliyah Fadell
Wendell Hubbs
Brian Knight
Alison Lauf
Ken Lane
5
Sondra Gonder
Carolyn Link

19
12
28
Yolanda King
Jay Floyd
Seth Sims
20
Gabriel Jackson
29
David & Susan Avery
Annie Jarrett
Carolyn Green
21
13
Rochelle Reeves
Cindy Blosser Wendell & Myra Hubbs Chris & Stephanie Bell
22 Lucas & Melody Boling
Lily Foutes
River Reeves
Bruce Wibberg &
31
Jim & Debi Wells
Elizabeth Coffman
Sarah Jones
25
14
Jennifer Sapp
Richard Carroll
Steve Nolte
Chris & Michelle
Mark
Millard
Margo Williamson
Sheppard
26
18
Mary Ann Weaver
Virginia Lister
27
Sally Moore
Ann Lane
June Spencer
Barbara Walker

CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR FOOD PANTRY CLIENTS
Thank you for thinking of those we help each week at the Food Pantry; many of the people who come in have
no resources to buy extra items we give during the month of December.
This year, due to COVID, we are requesting only coloring books and crayons for the children of our Food
Pantry clients. Thank you, again.

Cindy Leveron

Thank You!
FCC Family,
Thanks so much for the prayers, cards, and calls following the loss of our beloved wife and mother. We
especially want to thank Reverend Beau for his visits and counseling.
We were very touched when the church family included Beth in the All Saints commemorative service. It really
helped ease our mourning after her passing.
Joe Payne and Family

Our Advent Devotionals have
arrived. You can obtain a copy by:
1) Pick one up at Worship on
Sunday mornings at 10AM
2) Pick one up at the church
office Monday through Friday
8AM to 5PM (Please let Kathy
know when you plan to stop in
by calling 573-636-5157)
3) We will have someone deliver
one to your door (Please give
Kathy a call @ 573-636-5157, if
you need one delivered to you)

Please email or call Tina Mollenkamp (tinamollenkamp@cgcb.org/
573-522-4314), if you would like to be on Common Grounds email
newsletter list, regular mailing list, or both. As an alternative, you can
also sign up for the email newsletters on our website at www.cgcb.org.
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AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES:
Please contact Rev. Underwood at
815-303-1990 Non-emergency churchrelated items after working hours, Monday
thru Friday 8AM to 5PM, we have voice
mail. Please feel free to call the church
(573-636-5157) at any time and leave a
message. NOTE: IF YOU LEAVE A MESSAGE
ON THE ANSWERING MACHINE ON FRIDAY
(AFTER 5PM), SATURDAY, OR SUNDAY, IT
WILL NOT BE CHECKED UNTIL MONDAY
MORNING. THANK YOU.

The next

CHILD CARE COORDINATOR
Missy Mann
gohuskermann@yahoo.com

Church Bell will

be sent December 16, 2020.
(Articles are due by noon
the Monday before)

Zoom Meeting Room meeting ID is 2202286773.
If you need the password, please contact the
church office at 573-636-5157, Rev. Beau at
815-303-1990, or one of our leaders. To join in on
our free conference calls, dial (712) 775-7270 and
enter access code 444928.

You may also give online at firstchristianjcmo.org/donate

Financial Records and Questions
Questions related to giving and church finances should be sent to Carol Kaylor at finance@firstchristianjcmo.org. We have
contracted with CALD services, a local accounting firm specializing in religious non-profits, to provide these critical functions.

Who Are We? We call ourselves Disciples, a community of believers who follow Jesus by

worshiping God, growing in faith, and serving all in need. Bound to each other in Christ’s love,
we discover our life together through sharing life with the world.

WEBSITES YOU NEED TO STAY CONNECTED
Mid-America Updates: http://www.mid-americadisciples.org/newsletter-signup/
Disciples News Service Updates: http://disciples.org/dns/subscribe-to-dns/
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