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Pastoral Ponderings
Sisters and Brothers,
He was diagnosed with terminal cancer while in his late 30's. All of a sudden the dreams he had as a
father, a husband, a seminary professor, and a follower of Jesus had to change. J. Todd Billings
describes the immensity of this challenge and his ongoing response to this reality in two profound
books, Rejoicing in Lament and The End of the Christian Life.
These two volumes reflect on the biggest questions of our lives. What is the purpose to our
existence? How do we endure pain? What does God have to do with suffering? What is the nature of
the hope we profess in Christ? Lots of people wrestle with these topics, but few do it with the
authenticity, wisdom, and faithfulness of Dr. Billings.
Having earned his doctorate in theology from Harvard Divinity School, Dr. Billings now teaches at
Western Theological Seminary in Holland, MI. He has invested his professional career in articulating
the meaning of Christian faith. As a cancer patient, that meaning was put to the test and he has
offered a provocative response: our mortality is an opportunity, not a threat, to become a better
disciple of Christ. That's good news, given our common fate.
Our congregation is going to virtually "host" Dr. Billings on
the evening of February 2nd at 5:30 pm via Zoom. He'll
spend some time talking about his journey and the way it has
shaped his understanding of the Christian faith. Following his
remarks, there will be a time of open conversation where he'll
respond to questions from those gathered.
This event promises to be profound. I hope you'll be able to
join the discussion, and I'd encourage you to explore some of
his writings in advance. Your soul will be touched. If you
don't have time to digest an entire book, here's an article he
recently wrote for Christianity Today and here's a podcast
series he hosted that is worth a listen.

Steadfast in hope,
Rev. Beau

Blue Christmas Worship Service
A Time for Lament and Hope
Sunday December 20th 4:45PM
FCCJCMO Zoom Room
The holiday season is often difficult because of the
many contradictory emotions it can hold. Joy and
grief, hope and fear, love and isolation.
It has become cliché to say it but this year that is truer than ever, with an abundance of pain and struggle
complicating attempts to have a "Merry Christmas."
While we cannot safely gather in the sanctuary to hold this pain with and for one another, we can join virtually
through Zoom. Worshiping through Zoom will allow us to lift up the prayers of all who are present, to see one
another's faces, and remember we are not alone.
Join us in our Zoom Room at 4:45PM Sunday December 20th for a time of centering and preparation.
You are invited to prepare something to eat and drink as your communion and any prayer requests you have.
Let Rev. Sarah know if you have any questions or would like to schedule a practice or troubleshooting time.

Kids' Time on Zoom
Sundays 11 to 11:30AM
Kids and our younger youth are invited to join us each Sunday in the FCCJCMO Zoom Room at 11AM for a
time of faith formation and fellowship.
There will be no Kids' Time on December 27th, but we will resume on January 3rd!

Thank You!
Dear FCC Family,
Thank you for your love and support during my dads illness and after his passing. Your kind words, calls, texts,
cards and homemade treats were greatly appreciated! Special “thanks” to Beau for his visits as he prepared
my dad for his journey, and not hesitating a moment when we called in the middle of the night, at my dads
request, hours before he passed. I am so lucky to have such an amazing and supportive church family! I love
each and every one of you! Lauren Eichelberger

Thank You!
I wish to express my sincere thanks to all who made my 100th birthday so special! I know it took a team effort
to coordinate the Zoom Open House and parade, and I want to say “thank you” to all those who participated
in the Zoom call and drove by my home in the parade. I so enjoyed seeing your smiling faces! I miss my
wonderful church family and look forward to the day when we can be together once again! Georgialee Dallas

You may RSVP for the 5:00PM and 6:30PM services by clicking here or
give Kathy a call at 573-636-5157, and she will sign you up!

Wishing You a Very Merry Christmas and the
Happiest New Year Ever!
This has been a difficult year for our church and everyone within it.
Your prayers, engagement and generosity through these
hard times has been tremendous. We look forward to
2021 confident in our ability to persevere - and
ultimately thrive - with God’s help.

Worshiping Virtually? Join us in the Zoom Room!
If you are worshiping with us virtually on Sunday mornings via Facebook Live, we would love to have you join
us in the FCCJCMO Zoom Room. The room opens at 9:30AM to allow time for before worship fellowship and
those who are interested stick around after worship too.
Worshiping this way allows us to see one another and remember that we are not worshiping alone. It is
engaging and has already been a wonderful way to reconnect with other participants.
Come as you are! We would love to have you join us, even if you just rolled out of bed.
Because we share the Facebook Livestream directly, this is a great option if you have trouble with the
Facebook site or app.
If you are able to use a laptop or desktop computer with Zoom, we have learned this provides the best
opportunity to see the livestream and others who are worshiping with you simultaneously, but tablets and
cellphones work too.
We will be offering the Worship Zoom Room for the 6:30PM Christmas Eve service and the pre-recorded
services on December 27th and January 3rd which are VIRTUAL ONLY!
Let Rev. Sarah know if you have any questions or would like to schedule a practice or troubleshooting time.

We pray for these

O U R C H U R C H FA M I LY

Beverly Anderson, Reba Brandenburg, Steve Brown, Jane Burd, Richard Carroll, Wilma Collins, Gibson Archer
Dudenhoeffer, Ken Dykes, John & Barbara Gulick, Norma Hasselman, Philip Hawkins, Jeanette Hickman,
Shirley Jarrett, Angie Kellard, Harold Libbert, Virginia Masters, Toni McNeal, Karen Meade, Dan & Sandy
Meade, Vivian Murphy, Milo Mutz, Jackie Possinger, Joe Robey, Jessie Schell, Betty Schramm, Sue Steppelman,
Barbara Walker, Sharon Williams, Janice Wood, Doris Yelton, Eileen, Dennis, Debbie
Individuals will be kept on our prayer list for four weeks at a time. At the end of four weeks, please give Kathy a call at 573.636.5157
or email her Kathy@firstchristianjcmo.org, if you would like continued prayers for an individual. Thank you!

Members in Care Centers

THE ARBORS AT WESTBROOK TERRACE PRIMROSE RETIREMENT COMMUNITY HOMEBOUND MEMBERS

Rita Connell
Glenda Crow

Norma Hasselman
Wendell & Myra Hubbs
Jessie Schell

Reba Brandenburg
Mariam Craddock,
Terry Fockler

HEISINGER

ST. JOSEPH’S BLUFFS

OUT-OF-TOWN MEMBERS

Richard Carroll
Shirley Ferguson
Barbara Nikodyn
Norma Woodson

Doris Yelton

Betty Schramm
Betty Schulte

JC MANOR

Mae Oehring

BLUEGRASS TERRACE

SUMMIT VILLA

Shirley Jarrett
THE TIMBERS

Jackie Possinger
The 2021 Flower Chart is available on the bulletin board across from the office for you to choose a Sunday for
flowers on the chancel. For our new members not familiar with this process, you may choose a Sunday
“In Honor of” or “In Loving Memory of” a family member or loved one. We ask that each Sunday have only
one basket of flowers, so all Sundays are chosen. The cost for a basket of flowers is $29.95.

18
Virginia Lister
Sally Moore
June Spencer
Barbara Walker
19
Yolanda King
20

David & Susan
Avery
21

Wendell & Myra
Hubbs
22
River Reeves

Jim & Debi Wells

December (and January) Birthdays and Anniversaries
25
Richard Carroll
Mark Millard
26
Mary Ann Weaver
27
Ann Lane
28
Seth Sims
29
Carolyn Green
Rochelle Reeves

Chris & Stephanie Bell
Lucas & Melody Boling

31
Sarah Jones
Jennifer Sapp

Chris & Michelle Sheppard

JANUARY
1
Missy Mann
2
John Giles
3
Raven Ballard
4
Melody Boling
Val Dunn
5
Talia Jackson
6

John & Nancy
Hequembourg
7
Ken Littlefield

8
Norma Hasselman
9
Allen Posz
Richard Vaughan
Stephen Waters
10
11
12
Sara Amick
13
Jon Miller
14
Carolyn Dahm
Jeff Huedepohl
Millie Jones

Jon & Amy Schwartz

15
Donna Cook
16
Cindy VanCamp
17
18
Cecile Landrum
Hayden Markway
19
20
Nancy Hequembourg
Leslie Murphy
21
Andrew Schramm
22

An Update from Alexis, Our Youth Director

It is an honor to hold space for people from 6th grade and beyond to explore the Advent themes through the
Intergenerational Advent Experience. 32 people from 25 households are participating this season, with some
grand people joining us from Minnesota, North Carolina, and Iowa.
Diverse groups make it possible for participants to think beyond their personal experiences and learn from
one another. As I facilitate the three different Advent sessions via Zoom, I notice how each person provides an
insight that enhances the entire group’s experience and understanding of our Advent theme. Intergenerational
experiences are encouraged by those who specialize in meaningful and transformative faith formation
experiences for youth, such as Rev. Dr. Almeda Wright. She explains the importance of sharing the practices of
our faith tradition in this short clip from a longer interview on youth ministry:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PSXwgEQoVQg&t=4s
I do not do this work alone, and am grateful for a community of helpers. Ann Littlefield made it possible for
each household to have an Advent wreath and candles, along with other supplies to make this experience
both special and memorable for participants. Jessica Bivin continues to help in her work as the youth sponsor.
Thanks to those who support this work with your cards of support and encouragement and by participating in
the sessions and developing meaningful connections with our youth.
With You in Advent Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love,

With you on the journey in Hope,
Alexis

MUSIC MINISTRY

Musicians of FCC have been busy the past month rehearsing and recording music to share in a virtual
Christmas Musical Celebration later this week. I’m indebted not only to the many vocalists and instrumentalists
willing to participate in this online event, but especially to my husband, Jeff, who patiently recorded each
musical offering (often two or three times) and to Blair Johnson who has volunteered to edit the many videos.
Over an hour’s worth of music will be shared on our church website and Facebook page. I hope you will take
the opportunity to listen in one sitting or in multiple shorter sittings in the coming week and even into the
new year. Our prayer is that the music shared will bring you a small measure of peace and joy this season!
Instrumentalists who generously offered their time and talent to this endeavor include Don Lloyd, saxophone;
Terri Lloyd, clarinet; Dan McClard, trumpet; Alison Robuck, oboe; Janna Volmert and Hannah Huedepohl,
violin; Scot Stout, piano; and members of Jubilant Sound Handbells. Vocalists include Sandra Troutt,
Curtis Sudduth, Allen and Marsha Posz, Laura Avery, Carolyn Green, Natalie Robuck, and the women of
Forever Faithful (Sandra Troutt, Sherry Jordan, Charlotte Middleton, Karla Denny, and Carolyn Green). Many
thanks, one and all!
Christmas Eve services will look a little different this year, needless to say, but music will still be play a key part.
Curtis Sudduth, Carolyn Green, and Sandra Troutt will share special anthems and lead congregational song at
the end of the service. In addition, providing pre-service music and hymn accompaniments alongside me will
be Dan McClard (trumpet), Hannah Huedepohl (violin), and Scot Stout (piano). Whether attending worship in
person or online, let us raise our voices in praise of Jesus, the newborn King!
Christmas blessings to you and yours! Gretchen Huedepohl, Director of Music Ministry

Welcome to Our Newest Members!
Ed and Joy Powers joined First Christian Church on Sunday, November
29th. They lived in Macon for 47 years and owned Macon Pharmacy
for 35 plus years. Following the sale of the Pharmacy, Ed continued to
work as relief Pharmacist, enjoying more Golf time, helping with
Grounds committee at Church, and going to the Farm. Joy enjoyed
more time with her various sewing groups, volunteering at Church,
and being at home.
Ed and Joy were both raised in the Paris, Mo. area. Ed in town and Joy on a Family Farm north of Paris.
We still enjoy returning to the area and staying at our get a way, on some of our land. Ed enjoys helping some
with planting and harvesting of crops. Mainly an errand guy!! Joy catches up with some family while there,
finds sewing time and being outside. We moved to Jefferson City in June of this year to be closer to our
daughters and their families. Sally and Jeff Moore and family are here in Jefferson City and attend FCC. Betsy
and Todd Reynolds and their two sons live in Overland Park, Ks.
Ed and I enjoy traveling, many of our travels are with Pharmacy School friends that we have remained close to
through out the years. However due to COVID, two trips that were planned for early 2021 have been postponed.
We are pleased to be a part of FCC Jeff City, looking forward to getting more settled in the town, meeting
more people, and enjoying a bit more of retirement here.
Please give Ed and Joy a warm FCC welcome the next time you see them.
On Sunday, December 6th, the Congregation approved the 2021 Budget and Leadership Nominations.

OFFERING ENVELOPES
The printer of our offering envelopes made a shipping mistake and our 2021 envelopes never arrived.
They are making and sending us a new batch ASAP. We will notify members once they are here to arrange for
either pick-up in the office or delivery to your house. We are sorry for the inconvenience and thank you for
your patience.
As we look towards 2021, please consider making a year end donation
that helps the church close out 2020 on a strong note.

Year-end Contributions
Carol Kaylor, our financial secretary, will be in the office from 12:30PM to 2:00PM on Wednesday,
December 30th, for anyone who wishes to submit contributions for 2020. You may also go to our website firstchristianjcmo.org/donate - and submit your contributions online.
Contributions can also be sent by mail as long as they are postmarked December 31, 2020. Please check with
the post office as to their cut-off time for the postmark.
Please email or call Tina Mollenkamp (tinamollenkamp@cgcb.org/573-522-4314),
if you would like to be on Common Grounds email newsletter list, regular mailing
list, or both. As an alternative, you can also sign up for the email newsletters on
our website at www.cgcb.org.
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AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES:
Please contact Rev. Underwood at
815-303-1990 Non-emergency churchrelated items after working hours, Monday
thru Friday 8AM to 5PM, we have voice
mail. Please feel free to call the church
(573-636-5157) at any time and leave a
message. NOTE: IF YOU LEAVE A MESSAGE
ON THE ANSWERING MACHINE ON FRIDAY
(AFTER 5PM), SATURDAY, OR SUNDAY, IT
WILL NOT BE CHECKED UNTIL MONDAY
MORNING. THANK YOU.

The next

CHILD CARE COORDINATOR
Missy Mann
gohuskermann@yahoo.com

Church Bell will

be sent January 6, 2020.
(Articles are due by noon
the Monday before)

Zoom Meeting Room meeting ID is 2202286773.
If you need the password, please contact the
church office at 573-636-5157, Rev. Beau at
815-303-1990, or one of our leaders. To join in on
our free conference calls, dial (712) 775-7270 and
enter access code 444928.

You may also give online at firstchristianjcmo.org/donate

Financial Records and Questions
Questions related to giving and church finances should be sent to Carol Kaylor at finance@firstchristianjcmo.org. We have
contracted with CALD services, a local accounting firm specializing in religious non-profits, to provide these critical functions.

Who Are We? We call ourselves Disciples, a community of believers who follow Jesus by

worshiping God, growing in faith, and serving all in need. Bound to each other in Christ’s love,
we discover our life together through sharing life with the world.

WEBSITES YOU NEED TO STAY CONNECTED
Mid-America Updates: http://www.mid-americadisciples.org/newsletter-signup/
Disciples News Service Updates: http://disciples.org/dns/subscribe-to-dns/
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Christmas and New Year’s Day. Periodicals paid at Jefferson City, Missouri. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Editor/Church Secretary, First Christian Church, 327 East
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