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Associate Minister’s Thoughts

Dear Church Family,

Have you ever had one of those “Ah-ha!” moments? By that | mean, one of those times
where something finally “clicks” and you understand it in a way that you hadn’t before. |
just had one yesterday as | was watching White Christmas for the billionth time. In the sce-
ne where the Haynes sisters first meet Wallace and Davis, one of the sisters asks a ques-
tion that had always confused me. For some reason, though, yesterday | understood it in a
different way and it finally made sense. Eureka! | had an epiphany!

I’m writing this on January 6. The Twelve Days of Christmas are officially over and today
we celebrate Epiphany. We remember the Magi; wise people who followed a star from
somewhere in the East (Persia, probably) to pay homage to the new King. The magi were
led to the Christ child who was revealed to them by the light of a star and they saw the
world in a way they hadn’t before. “Ah-ha!” On Epiphany in the church, we are invited to
reflect on the ways Christ has been revealed to us and on the ways Christ helps us see
and understand the world in a different way.

One fun practice I've done in the past has been to offer folks the
opportunity to draw a “Star Word” for Epiphany. The idea is to
draw a random word and let that word be a sort of guide to you
for the coming year. If you keep that word in front of you through-
out the year, it might offer you an interesting perspective that
would otherwise go unnoticed. For instance, in 2020, the word |
had drawn was “constancy.” When | drew that word, | thought,
“Yes! | need to focus on being more constant.” | set about trying
to establish some routines that might help me become more con-
stant. Of course, you all remember what happened in 2020.
Schools shut down and churches stopped meeting in person for
a while. Every routine I'd established went right out the window. |
laughed about having the word “constancy” in such a time as
that. And yet, as the year wore on and everything continued to be unsettled, | began to re-
alize that through it all one thing did remain constant: God’s unfailing love revealed to the
world through Jesus Christ.

If the practice of drawing a “Star Word” seems like something that might help you reflect
on your spiritual journey this year, | invite you to stop by my office and draw one for your-
self. Alternatively, you can visit https://perchance.org/starword2025 to generate your word
online. | look forward to hearing your words and visiting throughout the year to see if they
are revealing any “Ah-ha!” moments to you!

Love,
Rev. Heather
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Keep shining bright and inspiring others!
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Larissa Jackson is a seventh-grader
at Thomas Jefferson Middle School
and a dedicated member of the Boys
and Girls Club drumline.

https://krcgtv.com/news/local/larissa-
jackson-named-student-of-the-
quarter-at-jefferson-city-boys-and-
girls-club#
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OPastor Mi chael Dunn

SPECIAL MUSIC:

Because the decision was made to cancel <choi a
not sing this coming SunWeaeyarnaes @mratgefnall | yhcwd\wedar
who wi |l I share Al n the Bleak Midwinter, o0 the]so!
changed oUdheptabnhstse alone seems appropriate gl ve
was drawn to this piece because of the final |jve
past | ay | eaders and bless new | eader shi thifs

t
[
Y
AWhat can | gi ve Hi m, poor as | am?

| f I wer

(0

a shepherd, Il would bring a | amb.

| f | wer

D

a wise man, | would do my part.
Yet what | ciagni,vel ngyi vhee aHitm 0

May God bless the kingdom work we do i n His fhfam




‘tj/' EAST SCHOOL

SCHOOL
SUPPLY

THE SCHOOL SUPPLY

DRIVE WILL BE FROM

NOW UNTIL JANUARY
5TH

ATATATATATAY
A'AA AATA
ATAA' AT A

Drive has been extended through January 20th! Please
bring items to the Church Office!



MUSI C and WARSHIcthen Huedepohl, Director of|ff Mus
This year | did somethilngd olokv enyn &€wnhern sd onae g feel
Chri stGnavrye.n t hat my hol i day dJRacnourariys, utshuiasl |wa su pr
unus wEasleen my family questioned what was goijnhg o
| can cite a couple | ogical reasons for thEgs urt
putting things away so soon. Given the ver b u s
carol 1 s played on Christmas Eve, Il 6sm mp lnya jwayn tr
revel in the quieter days that follow, tak®Fkng i
earlier inThédesisglhsomf barren doors, | amppdst s,
brightly I it neighbor hooMe mgkern dme oa nainty mveledkrsc |
Christmas, but too quickly pack away the symbol
attiCasn. it really be so easily forgotten?

| f youdre | i ke me, you | ove those idyllic I Cct
rounded by adoring parent s, Busth eap hseerrdnso,n aln gheelasr,d
me that we shouldndét make t he mi sTthaek ei noffa rktg eJpa s
grew into a man who proved to be a revolutpjonar
whose idea of justice and peace and mieandy onf ¢
caused His enemies to plot His death.
Celebrating Christmas is nantjospadbBduGShwéigkc omi
beginning of a déahk festiel wobw desed with sjnnet
|l epers, befrdéefnecsd bDhiesdlcowty, felt | oveltalpids c
a call to be about what Dr. Howar d DFhu rTrhaumn jmrcaanl |
an African American professor and ordained||mini
the U.S. libwel Sh4ar)ed this excerpt before bu it
we begin a new year of praise and service o tl
AWhen the song of th

when the star in the

when the kings and

when the shepherds a k,
the work of Chri st ma

to find the | ost,

to heal the broken,

to feed the hungry,

to release the priso

to rebuild the natio

to bring peace among

to make music in the

May these words take cCor
through us in this n




REMI NDER! !

For the safety and security of the building and all inside, we ask that you DO NOT prop open
doors at any time! This leaves the building wide open for anyone to come in unnoticed. We
also ask that you only enter and exit through the front door or the parking garage doors.

If you are having an event and need a door unlocked for it, just let someone in the Church

Office know and we can program the doors to be unlocked for yourevent. THE DOORS
WI LL ONLY BE UNLOCKED FOR 15 MI NUTES BEFC
YOUR EVENT BEGI NS!
Thank you for helping keep our people and building safe!
Food Pantry is on Tuesdays from Noon until 4.
Volunteers are needed before Noon to help set
up and after 4 to help put things away. Any time
you can spare would be appreciated!
The Food Pantry needs {
your help! ' A
The pantry i s ver | Io"@ )
and are experiencilng /y 9
need. We ser veEO®eftfjlavmie 7 Sanctuary Flowers
l'ies per week. We Jar € de If you would like to honora -
on canned tuna, cCé nne»’;‘gg‘ loved one, or simply donate ../«
canned soups, macgron~" flowers to beautify the w
ramen noodiléds oamad ¢1 ® € » sanctuary, flower arrangements'f,‘;fér:’z£
nut butter. 1 f you - €@’ may be purchased for $29.95. “30S
you can drop the miptrn = Please sign the book by the @//
by the Church Offijce. f chapel or contact the Church év/
make a monetary ddnatyk Office ‘
pantry can purchagde wy,
Any amount would Qe w%,
S ) " SR i

A

= VK O ¥ & 3
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Please Pray for OUR

CHURCH FAMILY

Brooks Jarrett, brother of Annie Jarrett
Greg Maire, friend of Sharon Gonder
Dan Meade, brother of Mary Ann Weaver
Joyce Meade-sister-in-law of Mary Ann Weaver
Patty Osman

Karla Denny

Coty Saylor

Wendy Miles

Uriah Hendrickson

Dan McClard

John Bennett

Please call the office at 573-636-5157 or email
at fccjcmooffice@gmail.com if you would like
continued prayers.

Items will be removed after 4 weeks unless asked to
continue.

Join us in praying for our country, our military and for peace around our world.

WGod answers prayers.

Our Members in Care Centers

HEISINGER-1002 WEST MAIN JC MO 65109
WI LMA COLLI NS

HOLLI S DUNN
SHI RLE
BARBAR

Y
A

LENOI R WOODS 3710
COLUMBIA MO 65201
MARI'LYN Bl ESEMEYER

PRIMROSE RETIREMENT
1214 FREEDOM BLVD JC MO 65109
MYRA HUBBS
JOHN H. BENNETT

OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS
MARI AM CRADDOCK,
640 Murphy®s Ford
Centertown, MO 65023

LENOIR ST.

Road,

OUR OUT-OF-TOWN MEMBERS
BETTY SCHRAMM

6335 Maurer Rd. Apf 323
Shawnee, KS 66217
BETTY SCHULTE
13458 Burgess,

Riley Township MI 48041

OPAELAI NE WEST

Brookdal e Rosehill Skill

Room 115, 12809 Johnson

Shawnee, KS 66216
EVA PRATT
3251 Pine Tree Dr.
Col umbi a, MO 65201

Cabin



mailto:fccjcmooffice@gmail.com

ELDERS MEETING

Thursday, January 16
IN THE ACTIVITIES ROOM

Y

% CHURCH OFFICE ¥
WILL BE CLOSED
FOR

MARTIN LUTHER

KING JR. DAY
44*

MONDAY, JANUARY 20, 2025

Sunday Mornings, 9:00-9:50

Children's Wing Across from the Kitchen

Y




John and Debbie Howhanodry 2
Nancy and John HeqgqUuembauwyght6

Jon and Amy Schwar89anuary 14

January Birthdays

Don Cl aycamb Karen Ogdea8 Jana Mill asd
Mi ssy Mant Caro.lyn Dalm Chris GraB8m
David Gil s Jeff Hued#épohl John KuebPR®8r

Al mi raPCI ard i i obhds ’,";fvfl?':l"r?‘ha Graham
Do [ i._Rami BOz
Tussegl



SENIOR MINISTER
Rev. Dr. Michael Dunn
pastor@firstchristianjcmo.org

ASSOCIATE MINISTER

Rev. Heather Patten
heather.fccjcmo@gmail.com
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Sharyl Kelsch
fccjcmooffice@gmail.com

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
Gretchen Huedepohl
Gretchen@firstchristianjcmo.org
FACILITY & GROUNDS

COORDINATOR

Scott Campbell
maintenance@firstchristianjcmo.org
BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR

Terri Lloyd
Terri.schenkel.lloyd@gmail.com
FINANCIAL
Finance@firstchristianjcmo.org
CONTACT US AT

327 East Capitol Avenue
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
Phone: 573-636-5157
firstchristianjcmo.org

f Login with Facebook

AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES:
Please contact Rev. Michael Dunn at
713-447-5954.

For nonemergency church-related
tems after working hours, Monday
thru Thursday, 8AM to 5PM, we have
an answering machine. Please feel
freeto call the church (573-636-
5157) atany time and leave a mes-
sage.

NOTE: IF YOU LEAVE A MESSAGE
ON THE ANSWERING MACHINE
ON FRIDAY, SATURDAY, OR SUN-
DAY, IT WILL NOT BE CHECKED
UNTIL MONDAY MORNING.
THANK YOU.

<

MOBILE GIVING
-TEXT 4842368 TO

715-803-4772

-DOWNLOAD THE
"GIVERS APP"

ThenextCh ur c twill ke
sent January 22, 2025
(Articles are due by noon)
the Friday before)
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Who Are We? We call ourselves Disciples,

Growing in Faith, Serving our Community.

Bound to each ot her I N

a community of believers who follow Jesus by Worshiping God,

Chri st

we discover our life together through sharing life with the world.
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You may give online at firstchristianjcmo.org/donate

THANK YOU

First Christian Church supports and welcomes the wearing of masks at your own comfort level.

Disciples News Service Updates: http://disciples.org/dns/subscribe-to-dns/

WEBSITES YOU NEED TO STAY CONNECTED

Mid-America Updates: http://www.mid-americadisciples.org/newsletter-signup/

“The Church Bell” (UPS 110-580) by First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) of Jefferson City, Missouri, is published bi-weekly and there is no issue the week between
Christmas and New Year’s Day. Periodicals paid at Jefferson City, Missouri. POSTMIASTER: Send address changes to Editor/Church Secretary, First Christian Church, 327 East

Capitol Avenue, Jefferson City, Missouri 65101.



