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The Heart of Leadership:  
Growing in Spiritual Maturity 

 
As we enter a new year of ministry together, we celebrate the vital role of lay leaders in our congre-
gation. From serving as elders and deacons, to organizing ministries, leading small groups, and of-
fering care to one another, lay leaders embody the spirit of service that builds up the body of Christ. 
Sunday we will take time in worship to acknowledge and dedicate FCCôs leadership for 2025. As we 
do this, we all dedicate ourselves to pray for one another and for God to work through the gifts we 
bring.  
 
But what makes for a strong, faithful lay leader? One key characteristic is spiritual maturity. Spiritual 
maturity is not about having all the answers or being perfect. Instead, it reflects a heart that is contin-
ually growing in Christ, seeking Godôs wisdom, and remaining open to the Spiritôs guidance. 
 
Paul reminds us in Ephesians 4:15-16 that we are called to ñgrow up in every way into him who is 
the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knit together, grows and builds itself up 
in love.ò For lay leaders, this means cultivating a deep relationship with God through prayer, Scrip-
ture, and worship, allowing Godôs love to shape their words, decisions, and actions. 
 
Spiritual maturity also requires humility. As leaders, we may feel pressure to have it all together or 
meet everyoneôs expectations, but true leadership begins with the willingness to say, ñI donôt have all 
the answers, but Iôm trusting God to guide me.ò This humility fosters an environment of grace and 
encouragement where others can grow as well. 
 
As we nurture spiritual maturity in ourselves and one another, we build a foundation for the health 
and vitality of our church. Lay leadership is not just about getting things done; itôs about modeling 
the love of Christ in all we do and everywhere we go. When leaders grow spiritually, the whole con-
gregation is strengthened and inspired to follow Jesus more faithfully. 
 
Letôs pray for one another as we step into leadership roles this 
year. May we seek to grow in faith, hope, and love, trusting that 
God is at work through us to accomplish more than we can imag-
ine. 
 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Peace, 
 
Michael 



Associate Minister’s Thoughts 

 
Dear Church Family, 
 
Have you ever had one of those “Ah-ha!” moments? By that I mean, one of those times 
where something finally “clicks” and you understand it in a way that you hadn’t before. I 
just had one yesterday as I was watching White Christmas for the billionth time. In the sce-
ne where the Haynes sisters first meet Wallace and Davis, one of the sisters asks a ques-
tion that had always confused me. For some reason, though, yesterday I understood it in a 
different way and it finally made sense. Eureka! I had an epiphany!  
 
I’m writing this on January 6. The Twelve Days of Christmas are officially over and today 
we celebrate Epiphany. We remember the Magi; wise people who followed a star from 
somewhere in the East (Persia, probably) to pay homage to the new King. The magi were 
led to the Christ child who was revealed to them by the light of a star and they saw the 
world in a way they hadn’t before. “Ah-ha!” On Epiphany in the church, we are invited to 
reflect on the ways Christ has been revealed to us and on the ways Christ helps us see 
and understand the world in a different way. 
 
One fun practice I’ve done in the past has been to offer folks the 
opportunity to draw a “Star Word” for Epiphany. The idea is to 
draw a random word and let that word be a sort of guide to you 
for the coming year. If you keep that word in front of you through-
out the year, it might offer you an interesting perspective that 
would otherwise go unnoticed. For instance, in 2020, the word I 
had drawn was “constancy.” When I drew that word, I thought, 
“Yes! I need to focus on being more constant.” I set about trying 
to establish some routines that might help me become more con-
stant. Of course, you all remember what happened in 2020. 
Schools shut down and churches stopped meeting in person for 
a while. Every routine I’d established went right out the window. I 
laughed about having the word “constancy” in such a time as 
that. And yet, as the year wore on and everything continued to be unsettled, I began to re-
alize that through it all one thing did remain constant: God’s unfailing love revealed to the 
world through Jesus Christ. 
 
If the practice of drawing a “Star Word” seems like something that might help you reflect 
on your spiritual journey this year, I invite you to stop by my office and draw one for your-
self. Alternatively, you can visit https://perchance.org/starword2025 to generate your word 
online. I look forward to hearing your words and visiting throughout the year to see if they 
are revealing any “Ah-ha!” moments to you! 
 
Love, 
Rev. Heather 



 

Text alerts become even 

more important during in-

clement weather. Stay up-to-

date on the latest happenings 

in the life of our Church.  

Text "FCCJCMO" to (833) 

518-4520 to sign up today. 

In case of inclement weather, 

you can be notified about 

changes by signing up for text 

messages, checking for 

emails from the Church and 

looking on our Facebook 

page! 



I hope this message finds you well and that 
you're staying cozy during this chilly winter 
snap! I wanted to share a couple of exciting  
updates about our Partnership. 

As you may know, East School recently held a 
food drive to benefit the FCC Food Pantry, and 
we were absolutely blown away by the          
response! 

To make things even more fun, Principal      
Oswald agreed to be "slimed" by the winning 
classðand the honor went to Ms. Taylor 
Mannôs class! 

I can promise you that a great time was had by 
allðthough perhaps not as much by Principal 
Oswald! 

On another note, weôre collecting Kleenex,   
Baby wipes, Clorox wipes, and similar items to 
help the school through the winter months. The 
new deadline for dropping off these items is 
January 20th.  

Stay warm and take care! 

Dawn Dunn 

 



Pastoral Prayer—January 5, 2025 
 
Lord, 

We pray for the World. 

The whole World. 

The World that You love. 
 

So much violence in the World, Lord. 

We simply do not understand  
how people can treat one another  
the way they often do. 

We pray for the families in New Orleans, for com-
fort in tragic death. 

For Gaza, still. 

For Israel, to see and do the right thing. 

For Ukraine and Russia. 

The list goes on and on. 

You know. 
 

We pray for Your Church. 

Your Body. 

Which is everywhere present in the World. 

May Your Church here and everywhere 

become more and More the presence of Your love 

that truly transforms all that there is. 

We lift the sick and hurting in our congregation, 

and name them silently to ourselvesé  
 

Thank you for inviting us to Your Table. 

To find a wholeness that heals. 

To receive all that we need. 

If You are love, O Lord, 

we need ask for nothing more. 

Amen! 

ðPastor Michael Dunn 

SPECIAL MUSIC:   

Because the decision was made to cancel choir and handbell rehearsals this week, the choir will 

not sing this coming Sunday as originally scheduled.  We are grateful, however, to John Howland 

who will share ñIn the Bleak Midwinter,ò the solo he was to perform last Sunday before weather 

changed our plans.  The title alone seems appropriate given the scene outside my window, but I 

was drawn to this piece because of the final verse which seems appropriate as we acknowledge 

past lay leaders and bless new leadership this weekend: 

ñWhat can I give Him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb. 

If I were a wise man, I would do my part. 

Yet what I can, I give Him ï give my heart.ò 

May God bless the kingdom work we do in His name! 



Drive has been extended through January 20th!  Please 

bring items to the Church Office! 



 

MUSIC and WORSHIP ï Gretchen Huedepohl, Director of Music  
 
This year I did something Iôve never done before:  I took my Christmas tree down the day after 
Christmas.  Given that my holiday d®cor is usually up until mid-January, this was highly       
unusual.  Even my family questioned what was going on with me! 
 
I can cite a couple logical reasons for this unprecedented behavior, but I admit I didnôt love 
putting things away so soon. Given the very busy months prior to Christmas, once the last   
carol is played on Christmas Eve, Iôm finally ready to celebrate the season.  I simply want to 
revel in the quieter days that follow, taking in many of the sights and sounds that Iôve missed 
earlier in the season.  The sight of barren doors, lampposts, lawns and rooftops in a once 
brightly lit neighborhood make me a bit melancholy.  We spend so many weeks preparing for 
Christmas, but too quickly pack away the symbols of the season in dark closets and            
attics.  Can it really be so easily forgotten?   
 
If youôre like me, you love those idyllic pictures of Baby Jesus lying sweetly in a manger, sur-
rounded by adoring parents, shepherds, angels, and Magi.  But a sermon I heard reminded 
me that we shouldnôt make the mistake of keeping Jesus in that manger.  The infant Jesus 
grew into a man who proved to be a revolutionary in the world of religion and politics, one 
whose idea of justice and peace and mercy confounded even His closest followers ï and 
caused His enemies to plot His death. 
 
Celebrating Christmas is not just about welcoming a much-anticipated Child.  It is the          
beginning of a call to follow Jesus ï the Jesus who dined with sinners, spent time alongside 
lepers, befriended the ñlow-lifesò of society, felt love and compassion in an inhuman way.  It is 
a call to be about what Dr. Howard Thurman calls the ñwork of Christmas.ò  (Dr. Thurman was 
an African American professor and ordained minister who began the first integrated church in 
the U.S. in 1944.)  Iôve shared this excerpt before but itôs always a good centering thought as 
we begin a new year of praise and service to the King of Kings.   
 
ñWhen the song of the angels is stilled, 
when the star in the sky is gone, 
    when the kings and princes are home, 
when the shepherds are back with their flock, 
the work of Christmas begins: 
to find the lost, 
to heal the broken, 
to feed the hungry, 
to release the prisoner, 
to rebuild the nations, 
to bring peace among people, 
to make music in the heart.ò 
 
May these words take root in our hearts and come to be 
through us in this new year! 

 

 

 



Food Pantry is on Tuesdays from Noon until 4.  

Volunteers are needed before Noon to help set 

up and after 4 to help put things away.  Any time 

you can spare would be appreciated! 

REMINDER!! 

For the  safety and security of the building and all inside, we ask that you DO NOT prop open 

doors at any time!  This leaves the building wide open for anyone to come in  unnoticed.  We 

also ask that you only enter and exit through the front door or the parking garage doors.   

If you are having an event and need a door unlocked for it, just let someone in the Church 

Office know and we can program the doors to be unlocked for your event.   THE DOORS 

WILL ONLY BE UNLOCKED FOR 15 MINUTES BEFORE YOUR EVENT AND 15 MINUTES AFTER 

YOUR EVENT BEGINS! 

Thank you for helping keep our people and building safe! 

 

The Food Pantry needs 
your help! 

The pantry is very low on some items 

and are experiencing a greater weekly 

need. We serve between 80-100 fami-

lies per week. We are especially low 

on canned tuna, canned chicken, 

canned soups, macaroni and cheese, 

ramen noodles and 16-18 ounce pea-

nut butter. If you can grab a few items, 

you can drop them in the grocery cart 

by the Church Office. You can also 

make a monetary donation and the 

pantry can purchase what they need. 

Any amount would be welcome! 



Please Pray for OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

Brooks Jarrett, brother of Annie Jarrett 
Greg Maire, friend of Sharon Gonder 
Dan Meade, brother of Mary Ann Weaver 
Joyce Meade-sister-in-law of Mary Ann Weaver 
Patty Osman 
Karla Denny 
Coty Saylor 
Wendy Miles 
Uriah Hendrickson 
Dan McClard 
John Bennett 
 
Join us in praying for our country, our military and for peace around our world.   

 
Please call the office at 573-636-5157 or email 
at fccjcmooffice@gmail.com if you would like 
continued prayers.   
 
Items will be removed after 4 weeks unless asked to 
continue.   

 
Our Members in Care Centers 

HEISINGER-1002 WEST MAIN JC MO 65109 
WILMA COLLINS 
HOLLIS DUNN 

SHIRLEY FERGUSON 
BARBARA NIKODYN 

 

 LENOIR WOODS 3710 LENOIR ST. 
COLUMBIA MO 65201 
MARILYN BIESEMEYER 

 

PRIMROSE RETIREMENT 
1214 FREEDOM BLVD JC MO 65109 

MYRA HUBBS 
JOHN H. BENNETT 

 
 

OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS 
MARIAM CRADDOCK,  
640 Murphy®s Ford Road, 
Centertown, MO 65023 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR OUT-OF-TOWN MEMBERS 
BETTY SCHRAMM, 

6335 Maurer Rd. Apt 323 
Shawnee, KS 66217 

 
BETTY SCHULTE 

13458 Burgess,  

Riley Township MI 48041 

    

         OPAL ELAINE WEST 

 Brookdale Rosehill Skilled Nursing,  

 Room 115, 12809 Johnson Drive,  

Shawnee, KS 66216 

 

EVA PRATT 

3251 Pine Tree Dr. Cabin 16 

Columbia, MO 65201 

 

mailto:fccjcmooffice@gmail.com




January Birthdays 

January Anniversaries 

 

John and Debbie Howland  January 2 

Nancy and John Hequembourg January 6 

Jon and Amy Schwartz  January 14 

 

 

 

Don Claycomb 1 

Missy Mann 1 

David Giles 2 

Almira Clardy 3 

Ingrid Caldwell 3 

Raven Ballard 3 

Val Dunn 4 

Melody Boling 4 

Talia Jackson 5 

Dana Johnson 5 

Michael Lauf 7 

Richard Vaughan 9 

Steve Waters 9 

Allen Posz 9 

Sara Amick 12 

Jon Miller 13 

Karen Ogden 13 

Carolyn Dahm 14 

Jeff Huedepohl 14 

Millie Jones 14 

Donna Cook 15 

Cindy VanCamp 16 

Cecile Landrum 18 

Leslie Murphy 20 

Nancy Hequembourg 20 

Andrew Schramm 21 

David Reeves 23 

Sandy Zimmerman 24 

Daniel McClard 24 

Lauri Woodruff 25 

LeRoy Benton 26 

Jacqueline Natsch 28 

Jana Millard 28 

Chris Graham 28 

John Kuebler 29 

Marsha Graham 29 

Lisa Ramirez 30 

Sue Tussey 31 



SENIOR MINISTER 
Rev. Dr. Michael Dunn 
pastor@firstchristianjcmo.org 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 
Rev. Heather Patten 
heather.fccjcmo@gmail.com 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Sharyl Kelsch 
fccjcmooffice@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY 
Gretchen Huedepohl 
Gretchen@firstchristianjcmo.org 

FACILITY & GROUNDS  

COORDINATOR 
Scott Campbell 
maintenance@firstchristianjcmo.org 

BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR 
Terri Lloyd 
Terri.schenkel.lloyd@gmail.com 

FINANCIAL 
Finance@firstchristianjcmo.org 

CONTACT US AT 
327 East Capitol Avenue 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101 
Phone:  573-636-5157 
firstchristianjcmo.org 
 

facebook.com/fccjcmo 

 
 
 
AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES:  
Please contact Rev. Michael Dunn at 
713-447-5954.   
 

WEBSITES YOU NEED TO STAY CONNECTED 
 

Mid-America Updates:  http://www.mid-americadisciples.org/newsletter-signup/ 
Disciples News Service Updates:  http://disciples.org/dns/subscribe-to-dns/ 

Who Are We? We call ourselves Disciples,  

a community of believers who follow Jesus by Worshiping God,  

Growing in Faith, Serving our Community.  

Bound to each other in Christ s love, 

we discover our life together through sharing life with the world. 

For non-emergency church-related 
items after working  hours, Monday 
thru Thursday, 8AM to 5PM, we have 
an answering machine.   Please feel  
free to  call  the  church (573-636-
5157) at any time and leave a mes-
sage.   
 
NOTE: IF YOU LEAVE A  MESSAGE 
ON THE ANSWERING MACHINE 
ON  FRIDAY, SATURDAY, OR SUN-
DAY, IT WILL NOT BE CHECKED 
UNTIL MONDAY MORNING.  
THANK YOU. 
 
 
 
 

The next Church Bell will be 
sent January 22, 2025 

(Articles are due by noon ) 
the Friday before) 

You may give online at firstchristianjcmo.org/donate 

:kki -aapejc 2kki iaapejc )$ eo ëëéëëñïððì¿  
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ÅðêïÆ íëð-êéñì ]j` ajpan ]__aoo _k`a íííòëñ¿ 

THANK YOU 
First Christian Church  supports and welcomes the wearing of masks at your own comfort level.   
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