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The Hope of Advent 

“The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will fulfill the good promise I made to the people of Israel and Judah. 
In those days and at that time, I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line; he will do what is just and right 

in the land.” –Jeremiah 33:14-16 

 

There’s a story about a little boy, who loved to visit his grandmother. One December, as they decorated her Christmas 
tree, he asked, “Grandma, why do we put up this tree every year?” She smiled and said, “Because the evergreen tree 
reminds us that even when the world is cold and dark, life still grows. God’s promises never die.” The first Christmas 
after his grandmother died he found an ornament she had given him: a small, carved evergreen tree. Holding it, he re-
membered her words. Even in his grief, that simple symbol rekindled hope. 

The Gospel reading for the first Sunday of Advent always paints a picture of a world in turmoil: roaring seas, distress 
among nations, and a sense of impending doom. Walter Brueggemann reminds us that hope in such times is subver-
sive. “Hope is the refusal to accept the reading of reality which is the majority opinion,” he writes. In other words, when 
the world insists that chaos and despair have the final word, our faith proclaims otherwise. (In Prophetic Imagination) 

Jesus points us to the parable of the fig tree: when its branches sprout leaves, we know summer is near. Even amidst 
upheaval, God’s purposes are unfolding. Thomas Long says, “Apocalyptic imagery gives voice to the truth that the 
structures we trust to order our lives are not eternal, but God’s reign is.” The budding fig tree signals that the reign of 
God is not just coming—it is already at work. 

The Old Testament reading that begins the Advent Season is the prophet Jeremiah’s prophetic words spoken during 
the desolation of exile—a time when hope seemed absurd. Yet he proclaimed God’s promise of a “righteous branch” 
who would bring justice and righteousness. The image of a fragile sprout emerging from David’s line is a reminder that 
God’s renewal often begins quietly, even in ruins. 

Hope is more than a feeling; it’s an invitation to action. I’ve always appreciated these words from the famous preacher, 
James Forbes, who wrote, “Hope requires us to take the first steps toward the world we are praying for.” This means 
that even when we see brokenness—in our relationships, in our communities, in our world—we’re called to plant 
seeds of justice, kindness, and mercy, trusting that God will bring them to fruition. 

Forbes also reminds us that “We cannot wait for redemption to come from above; we must recognize that God’s Spirit 
equips us to partner in this work of reconciliation.” Advent hope calls us to actively participate in God’s kingdom. To 
feed the hungry, stand up for the oppressed, and choose love over fear. 

Like the fig tree budding in spring, our actions are signs that God’s kingdom is growing. Even small acts—like sharing a 
meal, offering forgiveness, or advocating for those in need—can reveal God’s justice and righteousness in the here and 
now. 

Jeremiah’s words above are as relevant today as they were in exile. This is the hope of Advent: that even in uncertain 
times, God’s promises remain steadfast. We are not passive observers; we are called to embody hope, trusting that 
God’s justice will one day be fully realized. 

So, as we move through this Advent season, let’s ask ourselves: How can we, like the fig tree, show signs of life and 
hope? How can we take those first steps toward the world we are praying for? 

Peace, 

Michael 



Associate Minister’s Thoughts 

 

Dear FCC JCMO family, 
 
“I hate waiting…” 
 
As Gen Xers, my husband and I communicate extensively using movie quotes and song 
lyrics. This line from The Princess Bride (one of the greatest movies ever!) is one that I 
use with more frequency than I probably should. I know patience is a virtue and one      
aspect of the fruit of the spirit Paul describes in Galatians 5:22-23. I try to practice it     
gracefully whenever the need arises, but I still don’t like waiting. 
 
And yet, waiting is precisely what the season of Advent asks us to do. Waiting can be a 
powerful spiritual discipline. It invites us to slow down, be fully present in the moment, and 
connect more deeply with God and our neighbors. In Advent, we wait to celebrate the 
birth of the baby in the manger and we remember that we are still waiting for His future 
return. This waiting creates a space for contemplation, for longing, and for hope. 
 
As we wait, we can learn to trust in God's timing. We can surrender our need for            
immediate gratification and embrace the uncertainty of the future, which frees us to enjoy 
a deeper sense of peace and contentment.  
 
When we cultivate our patience during Advent, we may also 
find that our perseverance grows stronger. We can endure 
hardship and to remain steadfast in our faith, even when things 
don't go as planned. Through this waiting, we can develop a 
stronger reliance on God's grace and provision. 
 
In a world that values speed, efficiency, and instant solutions to 
every problem, Advent invites us to rediscover the beauty of 
patience, slowness, and trust in God.  
 
May God grant each of us a blessed and richly spiritual Advent season this year. 
 
Love, 
Rev. Heather  



Congregational Meeting on December 15 at 11:15.  This will be right after the Can-

tata.  This is a Congregational meeting to approve items for  2025.  Please plan to attend! 

You can view the current, proposed and summary of changes to the constitution using 

these links: 

Current Constitution: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-8r5AKIZpmNP2uIhQvpHJ237simQMzKC/view?
usp=sharing 

  
Draft proposal: https://files.constantcontact.com/9533f332501/4f1e7572-7df7-4f07-98c3-
9b123c3c5741.pdf 

  
Summary of changes: https://files.constantcontact.com/9533f332501/cb015997-0f52-4cf3-9ba6-
471037d70055.pdf 

  
Detailed changes: https://files.constantcontact.com/9533f332501/85dc4be4-ee0f-4ea0-8dc2-

124cb8a378ad.pdf 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-8r5AKIZpmNP2uIhQvpHJ237simQMzKC/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-8r5AKIZpmNP2uIhQvpHJ237simQMzKC/view?usp=sharing
https://files.constantcontact.com/9533f332501/4f1e7572-7df7-4f07-98c3-9b123c3c5741.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/9533f332501/4f1e7572-7df7-4f07-98c3-9b123c3c5741.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/9533f332501/cb015997-0f52-4cf3-9ba6-471037d70055.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/9533f332501/cb015997-0f52-4cf3-9ba6-471037d70055.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/9533f332501/85dc4be4-ee0f-4ea0-8dc2-124cb8a378ad.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/9533f332501/85dc4be4-ee0f-4ea0-8dc2-124cb8a378ad.pdf


We have two special chances to celebrate and support East Elementary staff during the holiday season: 

 Wednesday, December 18th: A rolling breakfast featuring hot cocoa, baked goods, and more. Contri-
butions are welcome! 

 Thursday, December 19th: We’ll provide chips and salsa for everyone. Again, contributions are wel-
come!  

If you’d like to participate, please let the church office know and Dawn Dunn will coordinate from 

there.  

The holiday season can be 

difficult to navigate when 

worries and grief weigh 

heavy on your heart. Come 

join us Sunday, December 

22, 5:00 for a time to 

acknowledge those feelings 

and share them with God 

and one another at our Blue 

Christmas Gathering in the 

chapel. 

We will hear scriptures, light 

candles, and pray together 

as we look toward the com-

fort and hope we have in 

Christ. 





Fellowship Feasts: A New Way to Connect 

Are you looking for a way to deepen your connections with other church members? We're excited 

to announce our new Fellowship Feasts program! 

What are Fellowship Feasts? Fellowship Feasts are small groups that meet monthly for six months 

to share a meal and fellowship. Whether you prefer dining out or gathering in someone's home, 

there's a Feast for you! 

How to Participate: 

1.  Sign Up: Fill out the Fellowship Feast sign-up form available online or in the church office. 

2.  Choose Your Preference: Indicate your preferred dining style (dining out or home-hosted) and 

your  availability. 

3.  Get Connected: Our staff will match you with a group of like-minded individuals. 

4.  Feast Together: Commit to meeting monthly for six months to enjoy delicious food and mean-

ingful  conversations. 

 

Why Join a Fellowship Feast? 

 Build Deeper Relationships: Connect with other believers on a personal level. 

 Share Life Together: Support and encourage one another through life's joys and challenges. 

 Experience God's Presence: Create a space for spiritual growth and inspiration. 

 

We believe that sharing a meal is one of the best ways to build lasting relationships. Join us for a 

Fellowship Feast and experience the joy of connecting with others. 

Sign up here: https://forms.gle/GcruECQkdFPaerEPA or by calling the church office at 573-636-

5157. 

Let's create a vibrant community of believers, one meal at a time! 



 
 

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

  

*Dec. 15, Christmas Cantata, 10:00 a.m. 
This Sunday the Chancel Choir shares the sermon in song as it presents “Voices 
of Christmas,” a cantata with narration by Joseph Martin.  Arrangements of both 
traditional Christmas carols and anthems by today’s composers are included, ac-
companied by an instrumental ensemble of 11 talented local musicians, many 
who offer their talents to FCC regularly.  Sharing the Word in scripture and narra-
tion are Bob Priddy, Jon Prouty, Kurt Toebben, Debby Howland, Joyce Wagner, 
Steven Claycomb, Rita Starnes, Robin Grumm and Travis Jackson.  Jubilant 
Sound Handbells also offers two special anthems, sharing both the prelude and 
communion music.  I hope you plan to attend and bring a friend to attend with 
you! 
 
*Dec. 22, “Blue Christmas” service, 5:00 p.m.  
Thanks to Rev. Heather for planning this special time of gathering which seeks to 
offer comfort and companionship for those experiencing a sense of loss, sad-
ness, or longing during the holiday season for any reason.  The intention is to of-
fer a sacred space where difficult emotions are welcomed and honored, while al-
so offering hope. 
 
*Dec. 24, Casual Family Christmas service, 5:00 p.m. 
This informal service seeks to involve children and youth and their families in ac-
tive ways.  This year we hear the story of Christ’s birth as children create a tab-
leau.  Thanks to Amelia Bell and Sara Amick for providing special music. 
 
*Dec. 24, 7:00 p.m. Musical Celebration 
Favorite arrangements of seasonal music are shared by instrumentalists and vo-
calists as we anticipate worshipping the Christ-Child in the service to follow.  At 
the time of this writing musicians include Laurie Janeczko, flute; Terri Lloyd, clari-
net; Alison Robuck, oboe; Johanna Boyer and Hannah Schatz, violin; Rebecca 
Robuck, cello; Dan McClard, trumpet; Scot Stout and 
myself, organ; Ken Kehner, piano; and Natalie Robuck, 
vocalist.   
 
*Dec. 24, 7:30 p.m. Traditional Candlelight service 
This is always a beautiful service with the hearing of 
Scripture and many opportunities to lift our voices in 
song.  One highlight is the traditional lighting of candles 
at the end of the service as “Silent Night” is 
sung.  Chancel Choir will share special music, along 
with instrumentalists throughout the service.   



Christmas Offering 

helps fund the             

Regional Church and 

the many projects it 

supports.  Offering will 

be collected December 

22. 

The food pantry will be open on 

Dec 23, NOT Dec 24.  The pantry 

still needs items to keep our 

shelves stocked as we enter 

2025. 



Please Pray for OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

Brooks Jarrett, brother of Annie Jarrett 
Jim Lytle, brother of Barb Gulick 
Greg Maire, friend of Sharon Gonder 
Dan Meade, brother of Mary Ann Weaver 
Joyce Meade-sister-in-law of Mary Ann Weaver 
Donald L. Miller, brother of Jon Miller 
Travis Otto, cousin of Doug Hagenhoff 
Patty Osman 
Karla Denny 
Coty Saylor 
Wendy Miles 
Uriah Hendrickson 
Dan McClard 
Ken Littlefield’s family as they mourn his passing 
Wendell Hubb’s family as they mourn his passing 
Join us in praying for our country, our military and for peace around our world.   

 
Please call the office at 573-636-5157 or email 
at fccjcmooffice@gmail.com if you would like contin-
ued prayers.   
 
Items will be removed after 4 weeks unless asked to continue.   

 
Our Members in Care Centers 

HEISINGER-1002 WEST MAIN JC MO 65109 
WILMA COLLINS 
HOLLIS DUNN 

SHIRLEY FERGUSON 
BARBARA NIKODYN 

JC MANOR– 1720 VIETH DR. JC MO 65109 
JACKIE POSSINGER 

 LENOIR WOODS 3710 LENOIR ST. 
COLUMBIA MO 65201 
MARILYN BIESEMEYER 

PRIMROSE RETIREMENT 
1214 FREEDOM BLVD JC MO 65109 

MYRA HUBBS 
JOHN H. BENNETT 

 
 

OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS 
MARIAM CRADDOCK,  

640 Murphy’s Ford Road, 
Centertown, MO 65023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR OUT-OF-TOWN MEMBERS 
BETTY SCHRAMM, 

6335 Maurer Rd. Apt 323 
Shawnee, KS 66217 

 
BETTY SCHULTE 

13458 Burgess,  

Riley Township MI 48041 

    

         OPAL ELAINE WEST 

 Brookdale Rosehill Skilled Nursing,  

 Room 115, 12809 Johnson Drive,  

Shawnee, KS 66216 

 

EVA PRATT 

3251 Pine Tree Dr. Cabin 16 

Columbia, MO 65201 

 

mailto:fccjcmooffice@gmail.com


 

You Are Invited… 
 
December 15, 10:00 - Cantata  
December 22, 5:00 - Blue Christmas December 24 - Christmas Eve   
 -5:00 PM Family Service   
 -7:00 Musical Celebration  
 -7:30 PM Traditional Service 

The next issue of The Bell 

will be published on January 

8, 2025.  Please feel free to 

send any articles of interest 

to the Church Office by 8:00 

am the Monday before publi-

cation.  We welcome any  

photos or information that is 

relevant to FCC members. 

If you are receiving The Bell 

by mail and would like to   

continue please let the 

Church Office know.  If you 

would like to get The Bell by 

email, please let us know and 

we will be happy to add you 

to the email list. 

Happy New Year to all of you!  As we en-

ter 2025, let us remember that we are all 

one, embracing all, discriminating against 

none. May your year be filled with peace, 

prosperity, and love. May God's blessings 

shower upon you and bestow upon each 

of you a bright, healthy, and peaceful 

new year! 



Melanie Highland 1 

Dale Findlay  1 

Noble Knight  1 

Ian Schwartz  2 

Hugh McKay  2 

Mark Snell   2 

Leigh Love   3 

Wendell Hubbs  4 

Allison Lauf  4 

Sondra Gonder  5 

Carolyn Link  5 

Hollis Dunn  6 

Cecily Highland  7 

Nancy Floyd  8 

Jackie Possinger 8 

Thelma Robertson 10 

Jane Beetem 10 

Priscilla Ford 10 

Ken Lane  11 

David Durbin 11 

Brian Knight 11 

Aaliyah Fadell 11 

Jay Floyd  12 

Gabriel Jackson 12 

Annie Jarrett 12 

Jessica Saylor 12 

Leah Johnson 12 

Cindy Blosser 13 

Lily Foutes 13 

Margo Williamson 14 

Steve Nolte 14 

Mark Roberts 15 

Virginia Lister 18 

Barbara Walker 18 

Sally Moore 18 

June Spencer 18 

Yolanda King 19 

Greta Patten 21 

River Reeves 22 

Mark Millard 25 

Diane Kerr  25 

Mary Ann Weaver 26 

Ann Lane  27 

Carolyn Green 29 

Rochelle Reeves 29 

Sarah Jones 31 

Jennifer Sapp 31 

December Birthdays 

December Anniversaries 

 

Leigh and Robert Love   December 3 

Katie and Shannon Imler   December 10 

Elizabeth Coffman & Bruce Wibberg December 13 

David and Susan Avery    December 20 

Debi and Jim Wells    December 22 

Lucas and Melody Boling   December 29 

Christopher and Stephanie Bell  December 29 

Chris and Michelle Sheppard  December 31 
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AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES:  
Please contact Rev. Michael Dunn at 
713-447-5954.   
 

WEBSITES YOU NEED TO STAY CONNECTED 
 

Mid-America Updates:  http://www.mid-americadisciples.org/newsletter-signup/ 
Disciples News Service Updates:  http://disciples.org/dns/subscribe-to-dns/ 

Who Are We? We call ourselves Disciples,  

a community of believers who follow Jesus by Worshiping God,  

Growing in Faith, Serving our Community.  

Bound to each other in Christ’s love, 

we discover our life together through sharing life with the world. 

For non-emergency church-related 
items after working  hours, Monday 
thru Thursday, 8AM to 5PM, we have 
an answering machine.   Please feel  
free to  call  the  church (573-636-
5157) at any time and leave a mes-
sage.   
 
NOTE: IF YOU LEAVE A  MESSAGE 
ON THE ANSWERING MACHINE 
ON  FRIDAY, SATURDAY, OR SUN-
DAY, IT WILL NOT BE CHECKED 
UNTIL MONDAY MORNING.  
THANK YOU. 
 
 
 
 

The next Church Bell will be 
sent January 8,2024. 

(Articles are due by noon ) 
the Friday before) 

You may give online at firstchristianjcmo.org/donate 

Zoom Meeting Room meeting ID is 2202286773.  

If you need the password, please contact the 

church office at 573-636-5157 or one of our       

leaders. To join in on our free conference calls, dial 

(716) 427-1083 and enter access code 444928. 

THANK YOU 
First Christian Church supports and welcomes the wearing of masks at your own comfort level.   

“The Church Bell” (UPS 110-580) by First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) of Jefferson City, Missouri, is published bi-weekly and there is no issue the week between     
Christmas and New Year’s Day. Periodicals paid at Jefferson City, Missouri.  POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Editor/Church Secretary, First Christian Church, 327 East 
Capitol Avenue,  Jefferson City, Missouri  65101. 


