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Strengthening Our Shared Ministry in 2026 

 
As we move toward the close of the year, I want to begin with a heartfelt thank 
you to all who have already turned in your pledge cards for 2026. Your prayer-
ful commitments make a real and tangible difference in the life of First Chris-
tian Church. Each pledge card represents not only financial support, but an act 
of discipleship—an expression of gratitude, trust, and participation in the minis-
try God is unfolding among us. 
 
In the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), we believe that stewardship is a 
spiritual practice. Making a pledge is not simply about budgeting or meeting a 
goal; it is a way of saying, “I am part of this community, and I share in its mission.” When we 
make intentional commitments, we deepen our connection to the congregation, strengthen our 
habits of generosity, and help the church plan faithfully for the coming year. Your pledge allows us 
to support ministries of worship, learning, compassion, outreach, and justice—ministries that ex-
tend far beyond our walls. 
 
Pledge cards also matter for the practical life of the church. Just as a household plans responsibly 
based on known income, so too must the church. The more complete our pledges are, the more 
confidently our leaders can create a budget that reflects our mission and aligns our resources with 
the work God is calling us to do. 
 
Stewardship Campaign Update 
We continue to receive pledge cards through the end of the year, but here is where things stand 
today: 
  2026: 54 pledges totaling $287,368 
 To meet last year’s total of $368,000, we need approximately $80,632 more and about  
additional pledge cards. 
 
For comparison: 
 
 2026: 54 pledges – $287,368 
 2025: 79 pledges – $368,899.92 
 2024: 84 pledges – $358,562.72 
 2023: 93 pledges – $349,837.00 
 
If you have not yet submitted your pledge, I encourage you to do so. You should have received 
one in the mail, but you can also pick one up in the sanctuary or the office. Every commitment 
matters—large or small—and every pledge adds strength to our shared ministry. Thank you for all 
the ways you invest your time, your gifts, and your heart into the life of this community. Together, 
we continue the good and hopeful work God has entrusted to us. 
 
Peace, 
 
Michael  
 



MUSIC and WORSHIP – Gretchen Huedepohl, Director of Music 

It’s hard to wrap my head around the fact that November 30 is the first Sunday of Advent, 
the beginning of a new liturgical church year.  Every Wednesday I’m reminded that we’ll 
soon enter this new season, however, as I walk the halls in the education wing and hear the 
Chancel Choir hard at work in rehearsals, preparing music to be shared in worship in the 
coming weeks.   
 
Advent is a season of preparation – for all of us.  It’s not about preparing our homes with 
lights and lovely décor (although I love all that to a fault!)  It’s not about perfect parties 

and pretty packages under the tree.  It IS about preparing our hearts – sweeping out what doesn’t belong 
there to make room for what matters – the Babe of Bethlehem, our Savior, whose wooden manger would 
lead to a wooden cross a short 33 years later. 
 
Our ministerial staff has chosen a resource titled, “The Will to Dream,” to guide us through this season.  The 
authors of this series write this introduction:  “In this time of upheaval, we find trust is fragile, truth contest-
ed, and spaces between us feel harder to cross. . . Hearts are weary, and souls unsettled, and people of all 
perspectives are searching—not just for answers, but for understanding, healing, and hope. This ache is not 
weakness; it is a holy longing—a sacred desire for a world made whole. From this longing comes the will to 
dream—a persistent courage to imagine and rebuild a better world.” 
 
My prayer is that in this penitential season of preparation, both the spoken and sung word will fill the spac-
es in your heart that are yearning for what only the Christ-Child can give – hope, peace, joy, love. 
 
*Nov. 30 – After three weeks off, vocalist Curtis Sudduth and our worship band will lead us in song with 
contemporary settings of Advent hymns. 
 
*Dec. 7 – Chancel Choir will share “A Celtic Advent Carol,” an upbeat anthem that calls us to “open our 
hearts, prepare ye the way” for the One who “will turn night into glorious day.”  This is a favorite of the 
choir! 
 
*Dec. 14 -- CANTATA SUNDAY with the Word presented in music of the Chancel Choir and Jubilant Sound 
Handbells.  Anthems to be shared by the choir represent a variety of styles --  from lovely settings of tradi-
tional hymns to a classical-styled medley of carols interspersed with strains of Vivaldi and Handel to rousing 
spirituals, all under the direction of Tim Coday and accompanied by pianist Ken Kehner.  Jubilant Sound 
Handbells treats us to prelude, offertory, and communion music.   
 
*Dec. 21 – Forever Faithful Women’s Sextet offer special music (anthem yet to be decided!)  Singers in-
clude Sandra Troutt, Lauren Eichelberger, Rev. Heather Patten, Sherry Jordan, Karla Denny and Carolyn 
Green.   
 
*Dec. 24, Christmas Eve Informal Family Service, 5:00 p.m.  In addition to leading worship, Rev. Patten 
will share a gentle song, “She Wrapped Up the Light.”  The chorus is an invitation to us:  “Be still when you 
leave and be sure to take with you a share of the Light (Hope, Love) you have known here today.”  This will 
fit wonderfully with the interactive elements she has planned for our children that evening! 
 
*Dec. 24 Musical Celebration, 7:00 p.m.  This tradition of nearly 25 years is a highlight for many to cele-
brate and prepare for worship on this holiest of nights.  Several instrumentalists and vocalists already plan 
to share their favorite arrangements of music of the season, but more are being confirmed to partici-
pate.  Please join us!   
 
*Dec. 24, Christmas Eve Traditional Candlelight Service, 7:30 p.m.  Join your church family in worship-
ping the newborn King!  This is a beautiful service that includes scripture and plenty of opportunity for the 
congregation to sing beloved carols.   Special music will be shared by the Chancel Choir and instrumental-
ists. 

 
To our coming Savior be all glory 

 as we expectantly await His arrival! 



Associate Minister’s Thoughts 
 

Dear FCC  Family, 

As we turn the corner into Thanksgiving week, my 
thoughts, and the thoughts of our entire staff and wor-
ship team, are leaning toward Advent. This year, we’re 
centering our worship around a theme called “The Will 
to Dream.” These materials invite us into the rich prac-
tice of prophetic imagination: the holy work of seeing be-
yond the world as it is and leaning toward the world as it could be. Behind the scenes, lots of 
hands are helping make Advent meaningful; recruiting readers and candlelighters, preparing 
Moments for Young People, filling AV roles, and tending to all the quiet details that help our 
worship shine. 

On December 7, following our Congregational Meeting, we’ll host a Blue Christmas Gather-
ing. This won’t be a formal worship service, but rather a gentle, conversational space for 
those who may be feeling something less than holly and jolly this season. We’ll share a light 
lunch of soup and sandwiches, talk about what’s weighing on our hearts, and offer resources 
for walking through grief in healthy ways during this tender time of year. 

Looking ahead to Christmas Eve, our Cozy Christmas Eve service at 5 PM will include a 
hands-on opportunity for all ages. Participants can create a small mason jar lantern decorated 
with a nativity silhouette as a reminder that God came to us in the vulnerability of a child, shin-
ing light to us and, just as beautifully, shining light through us into the world. 

Our regular ministries continue with good energy as well. Youth Group meets after worship 
each week at 11 AM for Bible study and fellowship, and FCC Kids now meets at the same 
time. At noon, the kids head over to the youth room so everyone can share lunch together. So 
far, this blended rhythm has been working wonderfully. We’re always looking for volunteers to 
provide lunch! If that’s something you might be able to do there is a sign-up sheet outside of 
the youth room, or you can contact Eden Dietle to make arrangements.  

As we prepare our hearts for Advent, may we embrace both the dreaming and the doing; the 
holy imagining and the faithful living that help God’s light find space among us. 

 
Grace and Peace,  
 
Rev. Heather 
 



 

 

 

Come join us as we move through the season 

of Advent.  You are welcome at any/all events 

as we celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus 

Christ.   

Dear Beloved Biblical Scholars, 

We will end this year of online learning experiences with a special Advent series entitled 

Advent Stories of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. Our sessions will be centered around what 

the stories of Jesus' birth reveal about hope, peace, joy, and love. Then, participants will be 

provided with meditative practices and prompts for the week and will be invited to share 

their experiences during the following session. The series is designed to provide opportuni-

ties for meaningful reflection, sharing, and listening. 

To register, please complete this form: https://forms.gle/48ZUbctiNGMuzgKu8  

You are welcome to share this invitation with people who might want to join. I will confirm 

your registration and share a Zoom link by Saturday, November 29. 

Please let me know if you have any questions: revalexise@gmail.com 



December Birthdays 

 

Melanie Highland 1 

Dale Findlay  1 

Ian Schwartz  2 

Allison Lauf  4 

Hollis Dunn  6 

Nancy Floyd  8 

Thelma Robertson 10 

Priscilla Ford  10 

David Durbin  11 

Jessica Saylor  12 

Leah Johnson  12 

Cindy Blosser  13 

Lily Foutes  13 

Margo Williamson 14 

Virginia Lister  18 

Greta Patten  21 

Paige Calvird  22 

Diane Kerr   25 

Mary Ann Weaver 26 

Carolyn Green  29 

Rochelle Reeves 29 

December Anniversaries 

Elizabeth Coffman and Bruce Wibberg   Dec 13 

David and Susan Avery    Dec 20 

Jim and Debi Wells     Dec 22 

Christopher and Stephanie Bell    Dec 29 

Chris and Michelle Sheppard   Dec 31 

 



First Christian Church Food Pantry 

 

My heart is filled with gratitude for the support of our food pantry ministry. The pantry addresses 
food insecurity in our community by distributing food donated by local stores, the food bank, and 
through donations by our church members. We are so very grateful for your prayers and dona-
tions of time, talents, and treasures. 
 
In addition to providing physical substance, we are committed to serving our neighbors with love 
and compassion by offering a welcoming and respectful environment. Our pantry is set up like a 
grocery store where neighbors have the dignity of choice to choose foods that their family can 
use. We also provide opportunities to connect with community resources, and supports like nutri-
tion education. 
 
Thanks to you, we were able to serve 116 households with a total of 308 members on November 
11, 2025, and 103 households with a total of 92 members on November 18, 2025. Your actions 
and contributions are tangible proof that God is good! All the time!! 
 
For the months of November and December, we are requesting monetary donations to purchase 
turkeys for Thanksgiving Dinners and hams for Christmas Dinners for our neighbors. Our neigh-
bors have been so grateful for these gifts! They have shed tears, given hugs, and expressed grat-
itude for the love and generosity of our church. Donations can be made to the church office. 
 
There are many opportunities to help with the Food Pantry in addition to monetary donations. We 
have just been presented with the opportunity to pick up food donations from Sam’s Club on Sat-
urday mornings. We will need drivers with pickup trucks to assist in transporting food donations 
from Sam’s Club to the church. The Food Pantry could also use some manpower to bring up 
product from our garage storage on Tuesdays and help on the first and third Fridays of the month 
unloading the Food Bank Truck. 
 
If you know of anyone who might benefit from a visit to a food pantry or if you are curious where 
our neighbors can access food, you can find the locations of all the local food pantries at https://
sharefoodbringhope.org/programs/food-locator/ 

We can end hunger when we all work together. Prayerfully, consider how you might use your 
time, talents, and treasure to ensure all of our neighbors have enough. If you have an hour or two 
to spare, we would love to have you volunteer. 
 
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 
This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.” Matthew 22:34-39 
 
Everyone has a place at the table. 
  
For more information or to volunteer 
contact Brenda Johnson at 
fccjcmofoodpantry@gmail.com or call 
her at 573-338-5304. 

https://sharefoodbringhope.org/programs/food-locator/
https://sharefoodbringhope.org/programs/food-locator/


Calling all women! 

Are you looking for a place to 

connect with other women?  Are 

you interested in Bible study?  

Would you like to help with ser-

vice projects for our communi-

ty?  Do you like to socialize and 

eat?  Then Mary Circle is for 

you!   

If you are interested in hanging 

out with a  funny, dynamic and 

diverse group of       women, the 

next meeting will be held  De-

cember 1 at  1:00.  This is when 

everyone brings in cookies and 

together the group makes boxes 

for shut-in members.   

Come join the fun! 



The Widows Support Group met for lunch       

Thursday, Nov. 13 at Sandi Helton’s country home.  

This summer, the group was on the go visiting out 

of town restaurants, as well as a trip to the lake   

cabin of Joyce Wagner and Judy Brooks.   

The group will be meeting in the Friendship      

classroom on Thursday, Dec. 11 at 1pm for their 

Christmas party.  Widows interested in joining our 

group can contact any of our members for           

information.   

Pictured are:  Wand King, Joyce Wagner, Judy 

Brooks, Cyndy Millard, Patty Osman, Willadean 

Jackson, Sandi Helton, Barb Gulick, Darlene 

Charles, Virginia Lister and Jan Alexander. 

Need a warm place to watch the Jefferson City 

Christmas Parade? Join us on Saturday, De-

cember 7, 4:30 for a Watch Party. Our building 

will be open for you to warm up, use the re-

strooms, and enjoy some hot chocolate. Invite 

a friend.  

Volunteers are needed to help serve hot choc-

olate, set up and clean up after the event ends.  

Please contact the Church Office if you are 

able to help. 



Please Pray for OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

Brooks Jarrett, brother of Annie Jarrett 
Greg Maire, friend of Sharon Gonder 

Don Miller 
Wendy Miles 
Sharyl Kelsch 
Mariena Baumgarner Webb 
Greta Patten and her son Zeke 
Donna Cook 
Joy Foster 
Larry Neill 
 
 

Alan and Christie Lambert on the passing 
of Alan’s father 
Beverly, an outreach friend 
Gene Enslen 
 
Please call the office at 573-636-5157 or 
email at fccjcmooffice@gmail.com if you 
would like continued prayers.   
 
Items will be removed after 4 weeks unless asked 
to continue.   

 
Our Members in Care Centers 

HEISINGER-1002 WEST MAIN JC MO 65109 
WILMA COLLINS 

 

 LENOIR WOODS 3710 LENOIR ST. 
COLUMBIA MO 65201 

MARILYN BIESEMEYER 

 

OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS 

 
MARIAM CRADDOCK,  

640 Murphy’s Ford Road, 
Centertown, MO 65023 

 
Peggy Williamson 
915 Winston Dr 

Jefferson City, MO 65101   
 

OUR OUT-OF-TOWN MEMBERS 

 
BETTY SCHRAMM, 

6335 Maurer Rd. Apt 323 
Shawnee, KS 66217 

 

BETTY SCHULTE 

13458 Burgess,  

Riley Township MI 48041 

    

EVA PRATT 

3251 Pine Tree Dr. Cabin 16 

Columbia, MO 65201 

 

BOB MURPHY 

206 N. Ohio St.  Apt 5 

Chilhowee, MO 64733 

 

mailto:fccjcmooffice@gmail.com


SENIOR MINISTER 
Rev. Dr. Michael Dunn 
pastor@firstchristianjcmo.org 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

Rev. Heather Patten 
heather.fccjcmo@gmail.com 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Sharyl Kelsch 
fccjcmooffice@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY 
Gretchen Huedepohl 
Gretchen@firstchristianjcmo.org 

CHANCEL CHOIR DIRECTOR 
Tim Coday 
timcoday@gmail.com 

BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR 
Terri Lloyd 
Terri.schenkel.lloyd@gmail.com 

FINANCIAL 
Finance@firstchristianjcmo.org 

CONTACT US AT 
327 East Capitol Avenue 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101 
Phone:  573-636-5157 
firstchristianjcmo.org 
 

WEBSITES YOU NEED TO STAY CONNECTED 
 

Mid-America Updates:  http://www.mid-americadisciples.org/newsletter-signup/ 
Disciples News Service Updates:  http://disciples.org/dns/subscribe-to-dns/ 

Who Are We? We call ourselves Disciples,  
a community of believers who follow Jesus by Worshiping God,  

Growing in Faith, Serving our Community.  
Bound to each other in Christ’s love, 

we discover our life together through sharing life with the world. 

 
 
 
 
www.facebook.com/fccjcmo/ 
 

AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES:  
Please contact Rev. Michael Dunn 
at 713-447-5954.   
 
For non-emergency church-related 
items after working  hours, Monday 
thru Thursday, 8AM to 5PM, we have 
an answering machine.   Please feel  
free to  call  the  church (573-636-
5157) at any time and leave a mes-
sage.   
 
NOTE: IF YOU LEAVE A  MESSAGE 
ON THE ANSWERING MACHINE 
ON  FRIDAY, SATURDAY, OR SUN-
DAY, IT WILL NOT BE CHECKED 
UNTIL MONDAY MORNING.  
THANK YOU. 
 

The next Church Bell will be 
sent December 17, 2025 

You may give online at firstchristianjcmo.org/donate 

Zoom Meeting Room meeting ID is 2202286773.  

If you need the password, please contact the 

church office at 573-636-5157 or one of our       

leaders. To join in on our free conference calls, dial 

(716) 427-1083 and enter access code 444928. 

We are a Green Chalice Congregation    

focused on creating a more sustainable  

environment both within First Christian 

Church, Jefferson City, MO and in the wider 

community. 
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