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Advent and Christmas

As we enter the Advent season, FCC is alive with opportunities for worship and reflection. Here’s a glimpse of what’s
happening this month.

Worship and Reflection

Each Sunday at 10 a.m., join us in the sanctuary or via Facebook livestream for meaningful worship services. Our Ad-
vent series invites us to pause and reflect on the hope, peace, joy, and love that the season brings. As we explore the
story in Luke’s Gospel of God’s coming in Christ Jesus, we are first called to be awake and anticipate with a hope that
trust that in God’s love all is well. Then John the Baptist’s familiar voice reminds us to prepare ourselves for a new way
in the world that promises an abundant life against all the fears we hold. Then we gather in a spirit of deep joy to sing
the hallelujahs of God’s sweet promises! Our final Sunday of Advent is hearing Mary’s song of humility and justice.
Here are the messages for each Sunday.

Hope in the Midst of Uncertainty — Luke 21:25-36
Preparing for Peace — Luke 3:1-6

Joy in Radical Change — Luke 3:7-18, also Cantata Sunday
Love That Lifts the Lowly — Luke 1:39-55

This all anticipates our Christmas Eve Service when we celebrate together the birth of God’s good news in an infant
come to set God’s people free, “The Gift of God’s Presence.” The birth of Christ is the ultimate fulfillment of God'’s
promise. The light that dawns in Isaiah’s prophecy and the angels' proclamation to the shepherds reflect the gift of
God’s presence among us.

This year we are once again holding a “Blue Christmas” service of worship and reflection on December 22, at 5:00 PM.
This service invites all those who are feeling the grief of loss, along with those who stand in solidarity with them. Christ’
presence calls us to be present with others, particularly with those who are suffering or lonely during the holiday sea-
son. We're all invited to reach out to those we know who are in need of a welcoming community to share in the hope
and joy of this Season.

Special Learning Opportunity

Rev. Alexis Engelbrecht is preparing an upcoming online small group experience for the Advent season. The series will
bring various spiritual practices from the Christian tradition to life through the different _
themes of Advent. How do you sign up? Glad you asked. There are more specifics included in 5
her article in this Bell. :

Don’t forget to pick up an Advent Devotional, “I Believe.” Copies are available at the back of
the sanctuary. We can also drop one off or mail it to you. Just contact the church office.

As we approach Christmas, let’s open our hearts to God’s presence among us, remembering
that Emmanuel means "God with us." | look forward to sharing in this season of anticipation
and celebration with each of you.

Peace,

Michael



Associate Minister’s Thoughts

Dear FCC JCMO family,

Thanksgiving is just around the corner. It’s a tricky time of year for me. This holi-
day’s focus on enjoying good food and quality time with your loved ones is right up
my alley! And yet, it's easy for me to slip into melancholy when | think of the empty
chairs around so many of our tables. As we talked about on All Saints’ Sunday, it's
important to honor our feelings and mourn our losses honestly, but Thanksgiving
reminds us that even amid our sorrows we can find reason to be grateful. It reminds
me of a favorite hymn:

When upon life's billows you are tempest tossed,
When you are discouraged, thinking all is lost,
Count your many blessings, name them one by one,
And it will surprise you what the Lord hath done.
Count Your Blessings, Johnson Oatman, Jr. (1897)

Taking the time to notice our blessings, no matter how small and simple they might
be, is the faithful response of God’s people. In 1 Thessalonians 5:18, Paul instructs
the church to “give thanks in all circumstances; for this is
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” By taking the time to
slow down, notice our blessings, and give thanks for them,
we allow space for God to provide us with the peace,
comfort, and healing love of Christ.

I’m so grateful for the blessing of each and every one of
you in my life. May God draw us all closer to one another,
as we each seek to draw closer to our Lord Jesus Christ.
Love,

Rev. Heather

The Safety and Security Committee has recently upgraded first-aid equipment
throughout the building. The most notable upgrade is in the Gathering Area, the far
right upper cabinet has been turned into a first-aid cabinet, with hopefully more first
-aid supplies than we will ever need. Additional first-aid kits are located:

The front office

The back of the sanctuary

The communion prep room, on top of the refrigerator
The Food Pantry storage room

The kitchen

The youth room




Christmas
Parade

Watch Party

Saturday, December 7 at 4:30
Bring your lawnchairs. The building will be
open and Hot Chocolate will be available.
Help needed: Contact Rev. Dunn

Congregational Meeting on December 15 at 11:15. This will be right after the Can-
tata. This is a Congregational meeting to approve items for 2025. Please plan to attend!

You can view the current, proposed and summary of changes to the constitution using
these links:

Current Constitution: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-8r5AKIZpmNP2ulhQvpHJ237simQMzKC/view?
usp=sharing

Draft proposal: https:/files.constantcontact.com/9533f332501/4f1e7572-7df7-4f07-98c3-
9b123c3c5741.pdf

Summary of changes: https://files.constantcontact.com/9533f332501/cb015997-0f52-4¢cf3-9bab-
471037d70055.pdf

Detailed changes: https://files.constantcontact.com/9533f332501/85dc4be4-ee0f-4ea0-8dc2-
124cb8a378ad.pdf



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-8r5AKIZpmNP2uIhQvpHJ237simQMzKC/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-8r5AKIZpmNP2uIhQvpHJ237simQMzKC/view?usp=sharing
https://files.constantcontact.com/9533f332501/4f1e7572-7df7-4f07-98c3-9b123c3c5741.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/9533f332501/4f1e7572-7df7-4f07-98c3-9b123c3c5741.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/9533f332501/cb015997-0f52-4cf3-9ba6-471037d70055.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/9533f332501/cb015997-0f52-4cf3-9ba6-471037d70055.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/9533f332501/85dc4be4-ee0f-4ea0-8dc2-124cb8a378ad.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/9533f332501/85dc4be4-ee0f-4ea0-8dc2-124cb8a378ad.pdf

Welcome

Peri Ann
Gulersen

Welcome

Derek
Bedsaul

Derek joined FCC on September 22. He | | peri Ann joined FCC on September 29.
was baptized on September 29. Derek is | | She is originally from Sheboygan, Wis-

from Kansas City and just recently consin. She is the proud mother of two
moved to Jefferson City. Derek works children. Her daughter Destiny is 19
part time for a cleaning company and en- | | and her son Dylan is 26. She says
joys walking around JC. He has been these are her pride and joy.

helping with the Food Pantry each week.

Rev. Alexis is happy to offer an online

gathering for Advent on Sundays from BRI HSSRRRRI Y.
December 1-22 from 3:00-4:30 PM Cen- @& ,', " Hope, Peace, Love, and
tral Time. She will share various spiritu- SRS oy
al; practices designed to help us move @  You'einvited to be part of an online

. T learning community that will engage in
through a sacred season during what e different spiritual practices as we
might also feel like a stressful time. To SRR LA
register, or if you have questions, please When: Sundays, December 1-22

4 3-4:30 PM Central

email Rev. Alexis at 8 via 20om

alexisatfcc@gmail.com.
To RSVP, please email

2 Rev. Alexis: alexisatfcc@gmail.com 2
v . w o oo
°° ‘-. .

This experience is made possible by the [
Gary Gonder Memorial Fund and is open
to all who wish to connect with the Holy.
Please share this opportunity widely and invite
friends to join us.
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A . COmmOﬂ grOUﬂd Ready to volunteer your time?

L1 1
T [ 4 COMMUNITYBUILDING Look no further.

Common Ground Community Building
(CGCB) is a non-profit, faith-based organization which strives to provide emergency financial
assistance and more to people experiencing poverty and homelessness in Jefferson City. FCC
supports Common Ground through a number of monetary avenues including Noisy Offerings,
mission team budget, donations from individual members and groups and . . .

VOLUNTEERS!

Founded 13 years ago by Jefferson City’s downtown churches, volunteers have been central to
the workings of the organization. Five of the downtown churches decided they would be in
charge of providing two volunteers for each working day of the week. Volunteers work at the
front desk greeting visitors, answering phones and sharing resources. MONDAY is our day! A
number of folks from FCC volunteer and more are needed as a few have recently retired from
volunteering. The hours of “work” are 8:50 a.m. to 11:50 a.m. Currently, most volunteers work
once a month but a few enjoy more time at CGCB as it helps cement the protocol.

Feel free to talk to any of the current or former FCC volunteers.
Robin Grumm - FCC Coordinator

Ann Littlefield (retired) Patty Osman (on leave)
Wade Park Amanda Prouty (retired)
Susan Vaughn Mary Ann and Tom Weaver

We have a great Monday team and it will only be stronger with your involvement. Please join
us!

Thanks to the FCC family for all the acts of kindness shown to me and my family
during the weeks leading up to John's death and the time afterwards. We are all
trying to navigate a new normal these days. Keeping sharing stories about John. |
love to hear how he interacted with you. John was passionate about this church. |
don't think there was any job he didn't do or would have done to make

FCC special.

Cindy Blosser and family
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Please help us provide *
* a holiday turkey to
those in need. $11.00
provides one turkey.
Our goal is 400
turkeys. Please mark}’-g

your donation for

FCCFOOD
turkey purchase. PANTRY NEEDS

Boxes of Cereal/Oatmeal
Cans of Soup
Peanut Butter (16 oz jars)
Breaking News: As of printing time, we have MET our
goal to purchase turkeys! Please feel free to continue to

donate for future use, or donate to another group to help
with holiday meals. Thank you for your generosity.

Many of you know that Joe Blosser (son of John and Cindy Blosser) has recently published a
new book, "To Love Our Neighbors". What you may not know is the shout out he gives to
you, the members of FCC. In the acknowledgements at the end of the book he says,

"l was raised in Jefferson City, Missouri by pragmatic, Midwestern people. Both my family
and my first church community- First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)- are filled with
people who value doing what works. They are more concerned with finding a way to move
forward than holding to an ideology, theology, or dogma. What this instilled in me was a pen-
chant for change. An openness to re-evaluating ideas. A desire to adjust and pivot to find a
way forward together. A belief that "compromise" isn't a bad word."

| hope we can continue to be the church that raised Joe...... Cindy




ADVENT/CHRISTMAS WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
*Dec. 1 — Advent begins, 10:00 a.m. worship

*Dec. 8 — Second Sunday of Advent, 10:00 a.m. worship
Chancel Choir sings “Prepare Ye the Way”

*Dec. 15 — Third Sunday of Advent CANTATA, 10:00 a.m.
The Jubilant Sound Handbells and Chancel Choir are putting the finishing touches on music
for the Dec. 15 cantata titled, “Voices of Christmas.”

The cantata draws its inspiration from the French tradition of santons, which emerged during
the 18th century French Revolution. During this time, the public display of church nativity
scenes (creches) was banned. However, the people, deeply devoted to the tradition, began
setting up creches in their homes. To these home displays they added “santons,” or “little
saints,” alongside the classic nativity figures. These santons represented everyday people:
milkmaids, spinners, fishermen, farmers, bakers, and flower sellers, to name a few. Through
this practice, the French placed themselves within the Nativity scene, standing as witnesses to
the birth of Christ.

The cantata’s writer shares that the goal of the musical work is to “convey the message that
because Christ was born to everyone (past, present, and future), we are ALL, in some sense,
connected to the manger. We are ALL witnesses (“little saints”) to and voices of the Good
News of His birth.”

Music includes familiar carols as well as newly composed music. Accompaniment will be pro-
vided by these talented musicians: Johanna Boyer, Janna Volmert and Hannah Schatz, violin;
Eli Lara, cello; Laurie Janeczko, flute; Alison Robuck, oboe; Terri Lloyd, clarinet; Margaret Da-
vis and Zach Beran, trumpet; and Dana Johnson, percussion. At the time of this writing, con-
firmed readers to “tell the story” are Bob Priddy, Jon Prouty, Kurt Toebben, Debby Howland,
Joyce Wagner, Steven Claycomb, and Rita Starnes.

*Dec. 22, Fourth Sunday of Advent, 10:00 a.m. worship

*Dec. 22, “Blue Christmas” service, 5:00 p.m.

Plans are just beginning for this special time of gathering which seeks to offer comfort and
companionship for those experiencing a sense of loss, sadness, or longing during the holiday
season for any reason. The intention is to offer a sacred space where difficult emotions are
welcomed and honored, while also offering hope.

*Dec. 24, Casual Family Christmas service, 5:00 p.m.

This informal service seeks to involve children, youth and their families in leadership roles and
in offering special music. If you or your young person would like to participate, please let Rev.
Heather or Gretchen know.

*Dec. 24, 7:00 p.m. Musical Celebration

This 30 minutes of pre-service music has become a highlight for many through the years! Fa-
vorite arrangements of seasonal music are shared as we anticipate worshipping the Christ-
Child in the service to follow. This year promises a variety of instrumentalists and vocalists.

*Dec. 24, 7:30 p.m. Traditional Candlelight service

The Chancel Choir and other small ensembles offer special music, along with instrumental-
ists. Don’t worry — there’s plenty of opportunity for the congregation to sing favorite Christmas
hymns and carols, too!



_______________________________________________________________________

'MUSIC and WORSHIP NOTES — Gretchen Huedepohl, Director of Music

ilt’s been a busy time as FCC recently hosted the Sam B. Cook Memorial Con- |
.cert on Nov. 10 and was the site for the Liberte Women’s Ensemble concert i
ion Nov. 17. These are important opportunities for us to welcome the commu- i
inity into our beautiful worship space, many attendees for the very first :
'time. There’s a lot of behind-the-scenes work that goes into providing the kind i
iof welcome we desire to give visitors and performers. I'm grateful for the help |
.of staff colleagues who put the finishing touches on programs, clean the areas i
ito be utilized, help re-arrange the chancel furniture (including that heavy organ i
iconsole!), lock doors after events, and more. I'm always grateful for volun- !
'teers who ask, “What can | do?” Nancy Samp and Carolyn Green provided a i
ilovely reception following the organ concert. Lauren Eichelberger, Jenny I
'Hagenhoff, and Rich Green served as ushers and greeters. And, of course, I'm i
igrateful for the music appreciators in our midst who attend these events for i
.one reason or another and tell others about what our church has to of- |
'fer. Thank you! i

THANKSGIVING
SPECIAL OFFERING

. SUPPORTING
\ HIGHER EDUCATION

Impacting the Church and World by Bringing
Students and Resources Together




Please Pray for OUR CHURCH FAMILY

Brooks Jarrett, brother of Annie Jarrett

Willadean Jackson

Jim Lytle, brother of Barb Gulick

Greg Maire, friend of Sharon Gonder

Dan Meade, brother of Mary Ann Weaver

Joyce Meade-sister-in-law of Mary Ann Weaver

Donald L. Miller, brother of Jon Miller

Travis Otto, cousin of Doug Hagenhoff

Patty Osman

Karla Denny

Coty Saylor

Bev Case’s family and friends as they mourn her passing
Wendy Miles

Uriah Hendrickson

Ken Littlefield’s family as they mourn his passing

Join us in praying for our country, our military and for peace around our world.

Please call the office at 573-636-5157 or email
at fccjcmooffice@gmail.com if you would like contin-
ued prayers.

Items will be removed after 4 weeks unless asked to continue.

Our Members in Care Centers

HEISINGER-1002 WEST MAIN JC MO 65109
WILMA COLLINS

HOLLIS DUNN
SHIRLEY FERGUSON OUR OUT-OF-TOWN MEMBERS
BARBARA NIKODYN BETTY SCHRAMM,
6335 M. Rd. Apt 323
JC MANOR- 1720 VIETH DR. JC MO 65109 Shannae, KS 6217
JACKIE POSSINGER ’
LENOIR WOODS 3710 LENOIR ST. BETTY SCHULTE
COLUMBIA MO 65201 13458 Burgess,
MARILYN BIESEMEYER Riley Township Ml 48041
PRIMROSE RETIREMENT

OPAL ELAINE WEST
Brookdale Rosehill Skilled Nursing,

1214 FREEDOM BLVD JC MO 65109
WENDELL & MYRA HUBBS

JOHN H. BENNETT

OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS
MARIAM CRADDOCK,
640 Murphy'’s Ford Road,
Centertown, MO 65023

Room 115, 12809 Johnson Drive,
Shawnee, KS 66216

EVA PRATT
3251 Pine Tree Dr. Cabin 16
Columbia, MO 65201
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DISCIPLES EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTIONS

FCC WILL BE

CLOSED

NOVEMBER 27-30
FOR
THANKSGIVING

' P s

Grab that
spare change
and bring it on
Sunday,
November 29!
Help support
Disciples of
Christ Higher
Education!

Love Grows Here....Thank you to all
of you who have turned in your 2025
Pledge Cards! Currently, we have 70
pledges returned. We currently have
a pledged amount of $335,859.92. If
you have not returned your pledge
card, please return it to the Church Of-
fice anytime!

December 1- Advent Begins
December 8 - Worship
December 15,
10:00-Cantata

December 22, 5:00

- Blue Christmas
December 24 -
Christmas Eve

-5:00 PM Family Service
-7:00 Musical Celebration
-7:30 PM Traditional
Service

Advent 2024




December Anniversaries

Leigh and Robert Love December 3

Katie and Shannon Imler December 10
Elizabeth Coffman & Bruce Wibberg December 13
David and Susan Avery December 20
Myra and Wendell Hubbs December 21
Debi and Jim Wells December 22
Lucas and Melody Boling December 29
Christopher and Stephanie Bell December 29
Chris and Michelle Sheppard December 31

w—— - — ~——

ecember Birthd:s

MelanieHighland 1 Jane Beetem 10 Virginia Lister 18
Dale Findlay 1 Priscilla Ford 10 Barbara Walker 18
Noble Knight 1 Ken Lane 11 Sally Moore 18
lan Schwartz 2 David Durbin 11 June Spencer 18
Hugh McKay 2 Brian Knight 11 Yolanda King 19
Mark Snell 2 Aaliyah Fadell 11 Greta Patten 21
Leigh Love 3 Jay Floyd 12 River Reeves 22
Wendell Hubbs 4 Gabriel Jackson12 Mark Millard 25
Allison Lauf 4 Annie Jarrett 12 Diane Kerr 25
Sondra Gonder 5 Jessica Saylor 12 Mary Ann Weaver 26
Carolyn Link 5 Leah Johnson 12 Ann Lane 27
Hollis Dunn 6 Cindy Blosser 13 Carolyn Green 29
Cecily Highland 7 Lily Foutes 13 Rochelle Reeves 29
Nancy Floyd 8 Margo Williamson 14 Sarah Jones 31
Jackie Possinger 8 Steve Nolte 14 Jennifer Sapp 31
uhelma Robertson 10 Mark Roberts 15




SENIOR MINISTER
Rev. Dr. Michael Dunn
pastor@firstchristianjcmo.org

ASSOCIATE MINISTER

Rev. Heather Patten
heather.fccjcmo@gmail.com
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Sharyl Kelsch
fccjcmooffice@gmail.com

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
Gretchen Huedepohl
Gretchen@firstchristianjcmo.org
FACILITY & GROUNDS

COORDINATOR

Scott Campbell
maintenance@firstchristianjcmo.org
BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR

Terri Lloyd
Terri.schenkel.lloyd@gmail.com
FINANCIAL
Finance@firstchristianjcmo.org
CONTACT US AT

327 East Capitol Avenue
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
Phone: 573-636-5157
firstchristianjcmo.org

f Login with Facebook

AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES:
Please contact Rev. Michael Dunn at
713-447-5954.

For nonemergency church-related
tems after working hours, Monday
thru Thursday, 8AM to 5PM, we have
an answering machine. Please feel
freeto call the church (573-636-
5157) atany time and leave a mes-
sage.

NOTE: IF YOU LEAVE A MESSAGE
ON THE ANSWERING MACHINE
ON FRIDAY, SATURDAY, OR SUN-
DAY, IT WILL NOT BE CHECKED
UNTIL MONDAY MORNING.
THANK YOU.

Q

The next Church Bell will be
sent December 4 2024.
(Articles are due by noon)
the Friday before)

MOBILE GIVING
-TEXT 4842368 TO

715-803-4772

-DOWNLOAD THE
"GIVERS APP"

Zoom Meeting Room meeting ID is 2202286773.
If you need the password, please contact the
church office at 573-636-5157 or one of our
leaders. To join in on our free conference calls, dial
(716) 427-1083 and enter access code 444928.

Who Are We? We call ourselves Disciples,

a community of believers who follow Jesus by Worshiping God,

Growing in Faith, Serving our Community.

Bound to each other in Christ’s love,

we discover our life together through sharing life with the world.

You may give online at firstchristianjcmo.org/donate

THANK YOU

First Christian Church supports and welcomes the wearing of masks at your own comfort level.

WEBSITES YOU NEED TO STAY CONNECTED

Mid-America Updates: http://www.mid-americadisciples.org/newsletter-signup/
Disciples News Service Updates: http://disciples.org/dns/subscribe-to-dns/

“The Church Bell” (UPS 110-580) by First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) of Jefferson City, Missouri, is published bi-weekly and there is no issue the week between
Christmas and New Year’s Day. Periodicals paid at Jefferson City, Missouri. POSTMIASTER: Send address changes to Editor/Church Secretary, First Christian Church, 327 East

Capitol Avenue, Jefferson City, Missouri 65101.



