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Why Our Commitments Matter 

 

Yesterday was a special day in the life 
of our congregation—Stewardship 
Consecration Sunday. It’s the day 
we pause to give thanks for all that 
God has entrusted to us, and to offer 
back a portion of our time, talent, and 
treasure in faith and gratitude. 

I want to begin by saying thank you. 
Thank you for the many ways you give 
to the life and ministry of our church. 
Thank you for teaching and serving, 
for preparing communion, greeting at 

the doors, showing up in worship, and reaching out in care to those 
in need. And thank you for your generous financial gifts that make possible everything from chil-
dren’s ministry to community outreach to worship each Sunday morning. 

Recently, our FCC Kids have been learning the Parable of the Sower—making seed artwork, 
building lava lamps, and discovering how God’s Word grows in good soil. Their joy and creativity 
remind us that the seeds of faith we plant today bear fruit in the lives of others tomorrow. Our 
gifts—of time, talent, and treasure—nurture that soil and help love grow in ways we can’t always 
see. 

When we make a personal commitment to pledge, we’re doing more than filling out a card—
we’re making a statement of faith. A pledge says, “I believe in what God is doing here, and I want 
to be part of it.” It helps our church plan faithfully for the coming year, but even more, it helps each 
of us grow in trust. Pledging invites us to practice gratitude, to 
give intentionally, and to participate in God’s ongoing work of re-
newal through this community. 

If you have not yet turned in your 2026 pledge card, it’s not too 
late! You can bring it with you to worship this Sunday, mail it to 
the church office, or submit your pledge online. Every commit-
ment, large or small, makes a difference and strengthens the min-
istry we share together. 

As we move forward into a new year of ministry, may we continue 
to live generously—rooted in gratitude, growing in faith, and trust-
ing that God will provide everything we need. 

 
Peace, 
 
Michael  
 



 

MUSIC and WORSHIP – Gretchen Huedepohl, Director of Music 

 

THANK YOU!  My thanks to the following people who helped to make my 
job easier as we hosted our annual organ concert Nov. 2.  Rich Green is be-
hind the scenes in so many ways, and this event was no exception as he 
readied the building in several ways.  Sharyl Kelsch prepared the program 
folder in advance of her extended absence from the office.  Brenda Johnson 
finished up by running program inserts.  Greeting attendees as they entered 
the building were Joyce Wagner, Sally Robuck, and Heather and Darcy Pat-
ten.  Taking charge of providing and serving refreshments was Nancy Samp, 
with assistance from Carolyn Green in the set up.  To begin the evening, 

Rev. Michael welcomed the attendees.  Bob Robuck shared a bit of history of how we acquired the 
Quimby organ and introduced organist, Nathan Laube.  Before her surgery, Donna Cook arranged 
for the post-concert dinner with the organist so that a small group of us could enjoy getting more 
acquainted with Nathan (who was a delight and full of fun stories!)  Custodian Terry Loethen sur-
prised me by putting the chancel back in order before I arrived to work on Monday.  YOU ARE ALL 
APPRECIATED! 
 
UPCOMING SPECIAL MUSIC in worship: 
*Nov. 16 – Chancel Choir shares a stately anthem by Craig Courtney titled, “One Faith, One 
Hope, One Lord,” based on Ephesians 4:4-6.  Dan McClard, trumpeter, will help to accompany this 
piece which emphasizes our unity as the Body of Christ, even as we celebrate our diversity.  In 
addition, Jubilant Sound Handbells offers an arrangement of the hymn, “This Is My Father’s 
World.”   
 
*Nov. 23 – Choir director, Tim Coday and his wife, Lisa, provide an anthem in worship for the first 
time since Tim joined our music staff in September.  This will surely be a wonderful addition to our 
worship that morning! 
 
+ + + + + + + 
 
A FRIENDLY REMINDER:  If you have something you wish to add to the announcement slides on 
Sunday mornings, please contact Sharyl at the church office.   
 
If you have a request for something to be included in the worship portion of the slides as a part of 
a Moment for Young People, Stewardship Moment, Minute for Mission, etc., please contact 
Gretchen Huedepohl.   
 
In both cases, early notice is preferable. Worship plans for any given weekend are finalized in staff 
meeting on Tuesday afternoon.  If a media element is desired, it is best to be tested out and pre-
viewed in advance of Sunday morning. This is a courtesy not only to staff but to our AV volun-
teers.  Thank you!    
 
THE CONGREGATION IS INVITED!  Jefferson City’s Liberte Women’s Ensemble presents its Fall 
concert in our sanctuary this Sunday at 4:00 p.m.  The theme of the concert is “A Day in the 
Life.”  It features a variety of music under the direction of Robin Beach-Steinhaus; Gretchen 
Huedepohl is accompanist.  The concert is free, but donations for this non-profit group are always 
appreciated! 



Associate Minister’s Thoughts 
 

Dear FCC JCMO Family, 

As I was pondering what to write about for this edition of 
the Bell, I glanced at my calendar and noticed that at the 
moment of this writing, Thanksgiving is a mere three 
weeks away and Advent begins the following Sunday. Is 
it just me, or is that hard to believe? How in the world are “the holidays” almost here again? 

Time can be slippery, can’t it? Some days pass in the blink of an eye, while others seem to 
stretch on forever. When we’re waiting for good news, an hour can feel like an eternity. But 
when we’re sharing laughter with loved ones, that same hour feels far too short. And if we find 
ourselves living through a season in crisis-survival mode, we might discover that time passes 
without us even being aware of it! 

Ecclesiastes reminds us, “For everything there is a season, and a time for every purpose un-
der heaven.” Those words are poetic and comforting, but they also name a deep truth about 
the way we live. Time isn’t something we control; it moves with its own rhythm. And yet, how 
we inhabit time, how we are present within it, can make all the difference. 

In joyful seasons, time feels light. It carries us along with energy and delight. In difficult sea-
sons, it can feel heavy, like every day takes effort just to get through. Both are part of being 
human, and both are held within God’s care. God doesn’t just dwell in the “good times.” God 
is also present in the waiting, the in-between, and the slow unfolding of healing or hope. 

Maybe part of faithfulness is learning to be at peace with the different tempos of time; to re-
ceive the fast and the slow, the full and the empty, the easy and the hard as all part of life’s 
sacred rhythm. 

This fall, as the pace of the world around us picks up steam heading into the holiday season, I 
invite you to notice the passage of time. Savor the moments that move quickly because they 
are filled with joy. Be gentle with yourself in the moments that drag due to sorrow or loneli-
ness, because those, too, are holy. Let go of what you can’t control and try to appreciate 
where you are, what you have, and the people you love, rather than chasing after some ideal-
ized “perfect” holiday.  

Most of all, remember that through every season, every tick of the clock, and every change of 
pace, God remains steady; our constant companion through it all. 

 
Grace and Peace,  
 
Rev. Heather 



 

 

 

 

Calling all singers! 

We would like to invite you to join the choir for our Christmas musical celebration. We need 

all voice parts: soprano, alto, tenor and bass. This is a short time commitment from now 

through December 14th. We rehearse weekly on Wednesdays from 630-745 in the choir 

room. We have a wonderful, diverse selection of music, but we need you to 

help us fill the chancel with singers for this very special service celebrating 

the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

You don't need to do anything except show up in choir room. If you have 

questions call Tim Coday at the church. Thank you and we'll see you on 

Wednesdays! 

A quick "Thank You Note"  from the Stewardship Committee.   

Last Sunday was Consecration Sunday and it was a heart-warming experience.  So 

many of you responded with your pledges and offerings that the offering tray was over-

flowing. 

The theme of the service was "Love Grows Here" and was experienced by many of us as 

the pews were almost full and the warm feeling and caring was shared by all. 

Seeing so many members growing in their faith and spirituality by supporting financially 

their love of the church and each other was inspiring.  I encourage you to checkout the 

church's YouTube page and watch the "Love Grows Here" videos: Link Here: https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ff_ypZYDjnk 

Again Thank you for being in attendance and if you were unable to attend, please re-

member you can always send or drop off your pledge card to the church office. 

LeRoy Benton, Committee Chair 



Sandra Troutt 5 

Rita Starnes 16 
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Shaun Crisp 29 
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Darcy Patten 30 

 

Carolyn and Frank Dahm 

 Nov 9 

Jonathon and Amanda Prouty

 Nov 17 

Bob and Nancy Priddy  

 Nov. 23 
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First Christian Church Food Pantry  

In the face of uncertainty concerning federal funding and assistance programs, our church family 
and church neighbors have generously stepped in to make sure that First Christian Church’s 
Food Pantry has food to fed our neighbors. We are so very grateful for your prayers and           
donations of time, talent, and treasures. Thanks to you, we were able to serve 160 households 
with a total of 378 members on October 28, 2025, and 110 households with a total of 303   
members on November 4, 2025. Your actions and contributions are tangible proof that God does 
provide! 

The Food Bank has shared  that they are aware of the impact on The Food Bank’s network. Their 
team knows we are already serving more families than we have in the past with more limited    
resources. Food and transportation are more costly than they were pre-pandemic, and the Food 
Bank is working to navigate the challenges while continuing to assist us in feeding our neighbors. 
With the SNAP benefit lapses and delays, we have been advised to expect to see even more 
neighbors seeking assistance—some for the first time or for the first time in recent memory.  

The challenges facing our food bank are not unique. For every meal food banks in the Feeding 
America network share, SNAP provides nine. This means that more neighbors nationwide 
will likely be seeking food assistance, which could affect the amount of food available across  
every food bank as national resources are stretched. 

The First Christian Church Food Pantry will continue to help our neighbors as far as our                
resources will allow. 

For the months of November and    
December, we are requesting       
monetary donations to purchase      
turkeys for Thanksgiving dinners and 
hams for Christmas dinners for our  
neighbors. Donations can be made to 
the church office. 

If you know of anyone who might   
benefit from a visit to a food pantry or 
if you are curious where our neighbors 
can access food, you can find the    
locations of all the local food  pantries 
at https://sharefoodbringhope.org/
programs/food-locator/. 

We can end hunger when we all work together. Prayerfully consider how you might use your time, 
talents, and treasure to ensure all of our neighbors have enough. If you have an hour or two to 
spare, we would love to have you volunteer. The Food Pantry could use some help bringing up 
product from our garage storage on Tuesday afternoons and help on the first and last Fridays of 
the month  unloading the Food Bank truck. 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 
This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.” Matthew 22:34-39 

Everyone has a place at the table. 
 
For more information or to volunteer contact Brenda Johnson at fccjcmofoodpantry@gmail.com 
or call her at 573-338-5304. 



Narrative Budget from the Stewardship Committee 



Two of our church elders and their mentees met recently to talk about Advent.      

Together they created wreaths which the children were able to take home.  



Please Pray for OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

Brooks Jarrett, brother of Annie Jarrett 
Greg Maire, friend of Sharon Gonder 

Coty Saylor 

Don Miller 
Wendy Miles 
Sharyl Kelsch 
John Oehring, son of Mae Oehring 
Bob Murphy 
Mariena Baumgarner Webb 
Greta Patten and  her son Zeke 
Donna Cook 
Joy Foster 

 
Please call the office at 573-636-5157 or 
email at fccjcmooffice@gmail.com if you 
would like continued prayers.   
 
Items will be removed after 4 weeks unless asked 
to con-
tinue.   

 
Our Members in Care Centers 

HEISINGER-1002 WEST MAIN JC MO 65109 
WILMA COLLINS 

 

 LENOIR WOODS 3710 LENOIR ST. 
COLUMBIA MO 65201 

MARILYN BIESEMEYER 

 

OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS 

 
MARIAM CRADDOCK,  

640 Murphy’s Ford Road, 
Centertown, MO 65023 

 
Peggy Williamson 
915 Winston Dr 

Jefferson City, MO 65101   

 
 

 

OUR OUT-OF-TOWN MEMBERS 

 
BETTY SCHRAMM, 

6335 Maurer Rd. Apt 323 
Shawnee, KS 66217 

 

BETTY SCHULTE 

13458 Burgess,  

Riley Township MI 48041 

    

EVA PRATT 

3251 Pine Tree Dr. Cabin 16 

Columbia, MO 65201 

 

 

Elizabeth’s Cookie Ministry 

Hello!  Meet Rebecca Kellogg!  I have found a new friend 

while baking cookies for a new group of ladies that meet 

at the church.  They are survivors! 

If you know of anyone who is interested in joining this 

group, they meet the second Thursday of the month at 6 

p.m.   Contact Rebecca at 816-245-7713.   

Their artwork has been displayed in the chapel.  Rebec-

ca has helped these folks create wonderful works of 

healing, grace and artistic talent! 

mailto:fccjcmooffice@gmail.com


SENIOR MINISTER 
Rev. Dr. Michael Dunn 
pastor@firstchristianjcmo.org 
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Rev. Heather Patten 
heather.fccjcmo@gmail.com 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Sharyl Kelsch 
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327 East Capitol Avenue 
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Phone:  573-636-5157 
firstchristianjcmo.org 
 

WEBSITES YOU NEED TO STAY CONNECTED 
 

Mid-America Updates:  http://www.mid-americadisciples.org/newsletter-signup/ 
Disciples News Service Updates:  http://disciples.org/dns/subscribe-to-dns/ 

Who Are We? We call ourselves Disciples,  
a community of believers who follow Jesus by Worshiping God,  

Growing in Faith, Serving our Community.  
Bound to each other in Christ’s love, 

we discover our life together through sharing life with the world. 

 
 
 
 
www.facebook.com/fccjcmo/ 
 

AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES:  
Please contact Rev. Michael Dunn 
at 713-447-5954.   
 
For non-emergency church-related 
items after working  hours, Monday 
thru Thursday, 8AM to 5PM, we have 
an answering machine.   Please feel  
free to  call  the  church (573-636-
5157) at any time and leave a mes-
sage.   
 
NOTE: IF YOU LEAVE A  MESSAGE 
ON THE ANSWERING MACHINE 
ON  FRIDAY, SATURDAY, OR SUN-
DAY, IT WILL NOT BE CHECKED 
UNTIL MONDAY MORNING.  
THANK YOU. 
 

The next Church Bell will be 
sent November 26, 2025 

You may give online at firstchristianjcmo.org/donate 

Zoom Meeting Room meeting ID is 2202286773.  

If you need the password, please contact the 

church office at 573-636-5157 or one of our       

leaders. To join in on our free conference calls, dial 

(716) 427-1083 and enter access code 444928. 

We are a Green Chalice Congregation    

focused on creating a more sustainable  

environment both within First Christian 

Church, Jefferson City, MO and in the wider 

community. 
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