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Word of Encouragement

A few weeks ago our son and daughter were in town for a visit. It was the occasion of Caleb’s 30th birthday.
(Hard to believe!). On his birthday, he got to ride in a Black Hawk Helicopter.

Sam Bushman (Presiding Commissioner of Cole County) organized a 9-11 memorial that was held at the JC
Airport that honored the Employer Support of the Guard and Reserves (ESGR). This organization is doing
some great work to support folks in the National Guard and Reserves: helping employees maintain a job
through a good working relationship with one’s employer, networking resources, offering support to advocate
for them, etc. It made me feel grateful that there’s people doing that kind of work in the world.

Anyway, Dawn and | took the week off to spend some time with the kids. It made me realize not only how fast
time flies, but also how precious is the time we have together. And to get the most out of it the time you can.
Because you never know ... How precious it is to spend time with the ones you love.

As | noted in the last issue of the Bell, I'm guessing that we are all experiencing some of that during these last
several months due to the recent deaths of some folks we loved dearly, and who we depended on a great
deal. Pillars of the church kind of people.

Rev. Barb Guilick seemed to capture the sense of not only our grief, but also our anxiety. In our prayer group
text, she wrote:

“Such sad news about Barb. She leaves another lonely place against the horizon of our faith commu-
nity. Gives us pause to wonder who God might be calling to step up and offer their own unique gifts.”

People are already stepping up: At our September Board meeting Brenda Johnson was approved to step into
Cindy Leveron’s role as the Food Pantry Director, and we are so grateful for that! Amen!?

It all makes me think of Philippians 4:6-7,

"Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and peti-
tion, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God,
which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus."

(continued on pg 2)




Associate Minister’s Thoughts
Dear FCC JCMO family,

Homecoming Sunday on September 29 was, for me, such a delight! | was honored to be
able to baptize two fine young men, Derek Bedsaul and Edwin Patten, into the Body of
Christ. Through baptism, they became members of our local congregation, as well as be-
coming part of the universal Church that exists in so many expressions throughout the
world. We also welcomed Peri Ann Gulerson to our congregation, who came forward to
place her membership with us. If you haven’t already, be sure to introduce yourself and
say hello to our new members!

| found it particularly meaningful to welcome new members on Homecoming, the same
day that we celebrate reconnecting with long-time members. It reminds me that the family
of God is like an unbroken chain, stretching back into the past and extending into the fu-
ture.

On October 6, we observe World Communion Sunday in celebration of this global con-
nection. As part of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) communion is always central
to our worship, so it might seem unnecessary to give it special attention. However, just as
baptism unites us into a family of believers throughout time, communion unites us with the
family of believers in all places. These two rituals, which remind
us of the death and resurrection of Christ, and the new life we
have in Him, are observed by nearly every denomination and
expression of Christianity throughout the world. We may differ
in the details of our worship, but our shared love of Christ and
his love for us, connects us deeply. That's worth celebrating!

Peace,
Rev. Heather

(continued from page 1)

With our grief, comes also a lot of anxiety. It's the Who? question. About who’s going to do the work, now
that some people are gone. This verse is a powerful reminder to bring our anxieties to God and trust Him
to provide peace, especially in times of transition. It’s also a reminder to be open for the ways the Lord
leads us to serve in new ways. Maybe you are the answer to the earnest prayers we pray. 2 Corinthians
9:8 says,

"And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need,
you will abound in every good work."

God not only provides. God equips. Is God calling you to serve in a new way today?

Peace,

Michael



The Church Office will
be closed on Monday,
October 14. Please
reach out to Rev Dunn
if you have a pastoral
need.
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Stay
tuned for
more
details
to
come...
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Trunk or Treat

October 31, Set Up - 12:30
East School Parking Lot

October is Pastor Appreciation Month!
Take some time to show your pastors
how much you appreciate them and all
they do. Some ideas of how to appre-
ciate then include: keep them in your
prayers, send them a note or email of
appreciation, or let them know how
much a sermon or meditation touched
your heart. We are lucky to have
amazing pastors as part of our church.




East Elementary School + FCC Partnership: Upcoming Events!

Annual Trunk or Treat Event - October 31st

East School families and staff would love for you to join in on the fun! If you’d like to decorate a car

or trunk and participate, please let the church office know
by October 29th. The school gates will open at 12:30 PM,
and students will start lining up at approximately 1 PM. This
is a rain-or-shine event, so come ready for a great time! FIRST CHRISTIAN

CHURCH

— Disciples of Christ —
EFERSONCTY 1O

Parent/Teacher Conferences - Volunteers Needed

We will be handing out T-shirts to students after their

Parent/Teacher conference. Volunteers needed Tuesday, PARTNERS IN EDUCATION -

Nov 6th & Wednesday, Nov 7th, 3-7 pm.

Dicl You Know?

Our doors are programmed to
open 15 minutes before an event
begins and lock again 15 minutes
after the start of the event.

On Sunday mornings, the doors
will be unlocked at 8:30 for
morning services.

Our building is used almost every night of the week. We host volleyball
teams, judo lessons, choir practices, in addition to the weekly Church
events. If you have questions about if a door should be locked or not,

please contact Scott and he can assist you.

To Rev. Dun and all members of First Christian Church:

Thank you so much for your prayers, love and generosity during this difficult time. Your
kindness will not be forgotten. As you know, Viv loved the Lord and FCC.

Bob Murphy




MUSIC and WORSHIP NOTES - Gretchen Huedepohl, Director of Music

A short month from now we will welcome concert organist, Joshua
Stafford, to perform the sixth annual Sam B. Cook Memorial Organ Con-
cert in our sanctuary. This is a rare opportunity to hear some of the
world’s best organists in our community, featuring our Quimby Pipe Or-
gan made possible through the generosity of Mr. Cook, a life-long mem-
ber of our congregation. The concert is free and open to the public, so
please invite your family and friends to attend with you! A reception will
be held in the Gathering Area following the concert.

ABOUT THE ARTIST: The meticulous technique and innate, yet highly
mature, musicality exhibited by Joshua Stafford unanimously and quickly
compelled the jury of the 2016 Longwood Gardens International Organ
Competition to name him the Pierre S. du Pont First Prize Winner of this
illustrious event.

Already in demand as a recitalist, improviser, and choral accompanist,
Joshua has performed at many notable venues, including the Wanamaker Organ in Philadelphia,
the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington D.C., Philadelphia’s Kimmel
Center, and Spivey Hall in Georgia. His recital at the 2015 Conference of the Association of An-
glican Musicians was hailed as “technically flawless yet exceptionally nuanced and spontane-
ous.” His performances have been aired on Minnesota Public Radio’s Pipedreams and WRTI's
Wanamaker Organ Hour. In June 2018, Joshua gave the premier performance at The Kimmel
Center in Philadelphia of a transcription for organ of Stravinsky’s Firebird Suite which accompa-
nied the animated film, "Who Stole the Mona Lisa,” produced and directed by Micah Chambers-
Goldberg.

A native of Jamestown, New York, Joshua Stafford received the Bachelor of Music degree from
the Curtis Institute of Music in 2010 and his Master of Music degree from the Yale School of
Music in 2012. (As a sidenote — Mr. Stafford studied at the prestigious Curtis Institute as a stu-
dent of Alan Morrison who performed this concert in 2019.)

In March 2023, Joshua Stafford was installed as Minister of Music at First Congregational
Church in Columbus, Ohio. Prior to his Columbus appointment, he held positions at Riverside
Presbyterian Church in Jacksonville, Florida and St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Morristown, New
Jersey. In 2020, he was named Director of Sacred Music and the Jared Jacobsen Chair Organist
of the Chautauqua Institution in western New York State.

CHRISTMAS MUSIC BEFORE HALLOWEEN? Hard, to believe, but yes! This week FCC's musi-
cians began work on music to be shared in December, particularly in preparation for the Dec. 15
musical worship featuring Jubilant Sound Handbells and Chancel Choir, accompanied by an in-
strumental ensemble. If you have an interest in participating in this special service, please con-
tact me with your questions!

UPCOMING SPECIAL MUSIC IN WORSHIP:

*Qct. 20 — Chancel Choir shares an arrangement of David Haas' work, “We Are Called,” which
takes its inspiration from Micah 6:8. The refrain reflects our commitment to be light in the king-
dom: "We are called to act with justice. We are called to love tenderly. We are called to serve
on another, to walk humbly with God.” In addition, the Jubilant Sound Handbells highlight the
unity we find at the Lord’s Table as the ensemble offers “Bind Us Together” as we partake of the
sacrament.

*Qct. 27 — John Howland offers a solo accompanied by Ken Kehner. | can't tell you what a
blessing these two men have been to our music ministry in their short time with us!



Have you noticed how beautiful our
sanctuary is decorated? We want to
give a special THANK YOU to Carolyn
Green! She has been responsible for
keeping our sanctuary beautiful and
decorated to the themes and time of

year.

This is one example of how she
decorated the tables for World
Communion Sunday.

THANK YOU CAROLYN!

Our Card Making group meets each month. They work
on making handmade cards to send to members of the
church or anyone who needs one.

The group meets on the first Monday of the month at
5:15 in the Activities Room. Come and join the fun.




HENRI

New Book Study Set to begin Thursday, October 17 at our usual
time of 12:00 PM. We will also have Zoom available for those
who want to remote into the group.

IMPORTANT: Order books now if you haven't already. It looks like
if you order today, it arrives between Oct 10-15.

READ: Let's plan to read through the first chapter by the time we
meet on Oct 17.

ALSO: Please respond whether you are coming on Oct 17.

Hope to see you there!
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Constitutional Review
Committee

Informational 53335 .-
Open House i SRS M

9:00

Topic of Discussion:

Talk Openly, Share Opinions Changes to the

& Ask Questions

FCC Constitution

DONUTS AND
COEEEE VWINS BE
PROVIDED

Here are links to the documents if you would like to
preview them.

Document 1 is the current constitution: https://
drive.google.com/file/d/1-
8r5AKIZpmNP2ulhQvpHJ237simQMzKC/view?
usp=sharing

Document 2 is the recap of changes: https://
drive.google.com/file/d/1Q1glOJcZ2p6nYde-
89hYfIA9OD5zYFvO/view?usp=sharing

Document 3 is the new constitution with changes
indicated: https://drive.google.com/file/
d/11u gAmply5m4-PPTMJ3mNjUllhrnHWQS5/view?

usp=sharing

Document 4 is the clean copy of the new constitu-

Henri Nouwen, Following the Movements
of the Spirit

Henri Nouwen was born in Holland in
1932 and ordained a Catholic priest in
1957. He obtained his doctorandus in psy-
chology from Nijmegen University in The
Netherlands and taught at Notre Dame,
Yale, and Harvard. He experienced the
monastic life with Trappist monks at the
Abbey of the Genesee, lived among the
poor in Latin America with the Maryknoll
missioners, and was interested and active
in numerous causes related to social jus-
tice. After a lifetime of seeking, Henri
Nouwen finally found his home in Canada,
as pastor of L'Arche Daybreak - where
people with intellectual disabilities and
their caregivers live together in communi-
ty. Henri Nouwen wrote over 40 books on
spirituality and the spiritual life that have
sold millions of copies and been translated
into dozens of languages. His vision of
spirituality was broad and inclusive, and
his compassion embraced all of human-
kind. He died in 1996. His work and his
spirit live on.

tion. https://drive.google.com/file/
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Green Team
[ @

Committed to Creation Care

The Green Team is guided by God's word in
two Psalms, 24:1-2 and Psalm 8.

We especially like Hebrew scholar Stephen
Mitchell’s meditative translation of Psalm
8 -

“You have made us almost like the angels
and crowned us with understanding. You
put us in charge of all creatures and
placed Your whole earth in our hands: all
animals, tame and wild, all forests, fields,
and deserts, even the pure air of the sky,
even the depths of the ocean. Unnamable
God, how terrible is our power on all the
earth.”




Please Pray for OUR CHURCH FAMILY

Beverly Anderson, friend of Sharon Gonder, health concerns

John Blosser’s Family and Friends as they grieve his passing

Beth Gardner -Cyndy Millard’s daughter

Katie Gardner-Cyndy Millard’s granddaughter

Sharon Gonder— at home rehabilitation after hip surgery Aug 5

Barb Gulick- recovering from surgery

Wendell and Myra Hubbs

Brooks Jarrett, brother of Annie Jarrett-health concerns

Willadean Jackson-rehab at Heisinger Bluffs after hip surgery

PK Karrenbrock-ongoing treatment for brain tumor

Barb Kuebler ‘s family and friends as they mourn her passing.

Calise Lauf, friend of Sharon Gonder-health concerns

Jim Lytle, brother of Barb Gulick, fighting cancer

Greg Maire, friend of Sharon Gonder- fighting cancer

Dan Meade, brother of Mary Ann Weaver-fighting Parkinson’s Disease and depression
Joyce Meade-sister-in-law of Mary Ann Weaver undergoing chemo

Donald L. Miller, brother of Jon Miller, fighting cancer

Bob Murphy, Lisa Spath, Clara Odneal and Cheryl Fortenberry, and the family and many friends of Vivi-
an Murphy who are mourning Vivian passing on 08/24/24.

Travis Otto, cousin of Doug Hagenhoff, recovering from serious automobile accident which will incapac-
itate him for several months.

Jon Schwartz and Family mourning the passing of his mother Paulette Rich Meyer
Patty Osman as she continues to battle with health issues.

Join us in praying for our country, our military and for peace around our world.

Please call the office at 573-636-5157 or email at fccjcmooffice@gmail.com if you would like continued
prayers. Items will be removed after 4 weeks unless asked to continue.

i OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS
Our Members in Care Centers AR CRADDOCK
HEISINGER-1002 WEST MAIN JC MO 65109 640 Murphy’s Ford Road,
WILMA COLLINS Centertown, MO 65023
HOLLIS DUNN OUR OUT-OF-TOWN MEMBERS
SHIRLEY FERGUSON
BARBARA NIKODYN BETTY SCHRAMM,
6335 Maurer Rd. Apt 323
JC MANOR- 1720 VIETH DR. JC MO 65109 Shawnee, KS 66217
JACKIE POSSINGER
LENOIR WOODS 3710 LENOIR ST, BETTY SCHULTE
COLUMBIA MO 65201 13458 Burgess,
MARILYN BIESEMEYER Riley Township Ml 48041
PRIMROSE RETIREMENT
1214 FREEDOM BLVD JC MO 65109 OPAL ELAINE WEST
WENDELL & MYRA HUBBS Brookdale Rosehill Skilled Nursing,
JOHN H. BENNETT Room 115, 12809 Johnson Drive,
Shawnee, KS 66216
EVA PRATT
3251 Pine Tree Dr. Cabin 16
Columbia, MO 65201
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Special thanks to our wonderful musicians who help
make our worship events special

Hello First Christian Church!

I'm pleased to announce that the Stewardship Committee has two additional members, Rev. Ray Miles and Bob Prid-
dy. Both have graciously consented to serve for the remainder of this year, and the 2025 budget year. Other com-
mittee members are Rev. Dunn and Bob Robuck. Please feel free to provide your feedback to any of us.

Also, I'm excited to report, that during our recent meeting we chose a theme for this years' Consecration Sunday and
2025's budget year:

"LOVE GROWS HERE"

This theme emphasizes that love—when nurtured through generosity, service, and discipleship—will grow and flour-
ish within the church and the broader community. | think it really reflects what we here at First Christian Church
practice.

As | mentioned in previous correspondence, Consecration Sunday is set for Oct 27. Look for a commitment card in
the mail that you can use to designate your estimated giving for 2025. This will help us in the budgeting process.
Committee chairs are being con-
tacted in the next two weeks and
our goal is to have a proposed
budget for the November Admin-
istrative Board Meeting.

First Christian Stewardship Campaign 2025

Remember while you are finaliz-
ing your pledge that inflation has
hit the church finances and that

you can adjust your pledge if GR} ‘ ‘ S By

something unforeseen happens ERE ‘ \
during the year. Thanks again for
your time and support. ‘
May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for

each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you.
Sincerely, 1 Thessalonians 3:12

LeRoy Benton




October Anniversaries

Ali and Steven Claycomb 10/1

Ann and Kenneth Littlefield 10/1
Heather and Ira Patten 10/5

Clint and Tammy Balﬁ!:t 10/5
Gregory and Sherry Fitzpatrick 10/11
Allen and Marsha Posz 19L14<I\ >
Brenda and Terry Ruff 10/15
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Ashley and Shaun Crisp ‘.:1.012'(')-
Charles and Melanie Highland 10]2_3. X
Michael and Sarah Jones 10/3i
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SENIOR MINISTER
Rev. Dr. Michael Dunn
pastor@firstchristianjcmo.org

ASSOCIATE MINISTER

Rev. Heather Patten
heather.fccjcmo@gmail.com
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Sharyl Kelsch
fccjcmooffice@gmail.com

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
Gretchen Huedepohl
Gretchen@firstchristianjcmo.org
FACILITY & GROUNDS

COORDINATOR

Scott Campbell
maintenance@firstchristianjcmo.org
BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR

Terri Lloyd
Terri.schenkel.lloyd@gmail.com
FINANCIAL
Finance@firstchristianjcmo.org
CONTACT US AT

327 East Capitol Avenue
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
Phone: 573-636-5157
firstchristianjcmo.org

f Login with Facebook

AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES:
Please contact Rev. Michael Dunn at
713-447-5954.

For nonemergency church-related
tems after working hours, Monday
thru Thursday, 8AM to 5PM, we have
an answering machine. Please feel
freeto call the church (573-636-
5157) atany time and leave a mes-
sage.

NOTE: IF YOU LEAVE A MESSAGE
ON THE ANSWERING MACHINE
ON FRIDAY, SATURDAY, OR SUN-
DAY, IT WILL NOT BE CHECKED
UNTIL MONDAY MORNING.
THANK YOU.

Q

The next Church Bell will be
sent October 23, 2024.
(Articles are due by noon)

MOBILE GIVING
-TEXT 4842368 TO

715-803-4772

-DOWNLOAD THE
"GIVERS APP"

Who Are We? We call ourselves Disciples,

Zoom Meeting Room meeting ID is 2202286773.
If you need the password, please contact the
church office at 573-636-5157 or one of our
leaders. To join in on our free conference calls, dial
(716) 427-1083 and enter access code 444928.

a community of believers who follow Jesus by Worshiping God,

Growing in Faith, Serving our Community.

Bound to each other in Christ’s love,

we discover our life together through sharing life with the world.

You may give online at firstchristianjcmo.org/donate

THANK YOU

First Christian Church supports and welcomes the wearing of masks at your own comfort level.

WEBSITES YOU NEED TO STAY CONNECTED

Mid-America Updates: http://www.mid-americadisciples.org/newsletter-signup/
Disciples News Service Updates: http://disciples.org/dns/subscribe-to-dns/

“The Church Bell” (UPS 110-580) by First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) of Jefferson City, Missouri, is published bi-weekly and there is no issue the week between
Christmas and New Year’s Day. Periodicals paid at Jefferson City, Missouri. POSTMIASTER: Send address changes to Editor/Church Secretary, First Christian Church, 327 East

Capitol Avenue, Jefferson City, Missouri 65101.



