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Table Blessing

Recently in worship, we celebrated World Communion
Sunday. We reminded ourselves how Christians all over
the world choose to celebrate the Lord’s Supper on the
same Sunday. Jan Richardson’s poem, Table Blessing, in-
vites us to reflect on the radical hospitality of God. In her
words, we hear the call to come as we are—wounded,
weary, hopeful, and longing—knowing there is always
room at God's table. No matter where we come from or
what we carry, we are welcomed into a sacred space
where healing, reconciliation, and peace are possible. This
invitation reminds us that at Christ's table, unity is found
in diversity, and our shared hunger for justice and whole-
ness draws us closer to God and one another.

Table Blessing

To your table

you bid us come.

You have set the places,
you have poured the wine,
and there is always room,
you say,

for one more.

And so we come.
From the streets
and from the alleys
we come.

From the deserts
and from the hills
we come.

From the ravages of poverty
and from the palaces of privilege
we come.

Running,
limping,
carried,
we come.

We are bloodied with our wars,
we are wearied with our wounds,
we carry our dead within us,

and we reckon with their ghosts.

We hold the seeds of healing,
we dream of a new creation,

we know the things
that make for peace,

and we struggle to give them wings.

And yet, to your table

we come.

Hungering for your bread,
we come;

thirsting for your wine,
we come;

singing your song

in every language,
speaking your name

in every tongue,

in conflict and in communion,

in discord and in desire,
we come,

O God of Wisdom,

we come

Prayer © Jan L. Richardson from In Wisdom’s Path: Dis-
covering the Sacred in Every Season.



Associate Minister’s Thoughts
Dear FCC JCMO family,

This week, | will celebrate my one year anniversary of serving as your Associate Minister. | continue to be
grateful that God led us to one another. | have thoroughly enjoyed getting to know so many of you as indi-
viduals, and getting to know the personality of the congregation as a whole. You are a wonderful commu-
nity of faith and you have so many gifts to celebrate and share with the world!

One thing I've heard several times over the last year is some variation of this refrain, “We’re an aging con-
gregation” or “We’re an older congregation.” Usually, it’'s said with a little bit of a sigh, as though aging is a
cause for lament or regret. It seems we might believe that aging is synonymous with nothing more than
slow, steady decline leading to death. Loved ones, | strongly disagree!

Organizational development coach and consultant Christine Wethman argues that God would disagree, as
well. She writes:

When Moses was 80, God used him to free His people from slavery and take on Pharaoh. At age 100,
Abraham went to Canaan and lived there for 75 more years. Part of Psalm 92 says, “They still bear fruit in
old age; they are ever full of sap and green...” St. Paul writes to Titus in Chapter 2 about older men and
older women and his concern for them. He writes to Timothy about caring for widows. In fact, he refers to
himself as an old man. (Read the full article here.)

God is just as fully invested and interested in you during your “golden
years” as he was in your “prime.” Don'’t let a society and culture that is
steeped in ageism convince you otherwise! You have a lifetime of valuable
insights and wisdom to share, along with many gifts and talents to offer in
Christ’s service. Christian formation is a lifelong process, so continue to
work on your own spiritual growth. Join a Sunday School class or a small
group, spend time with other church members. Remember that aging is a
privilege that is not granted to everyone, so make the most of it!

Love,
Rev. Heather

The change over from cool to heat is being
done now to prevent freezing damage to
the HVAC system. Please prepare and dress

accordingly for the next couple of
\m ~ weeks. This affects the older parts of the
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https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/blessing-aging-congregations-christine-wethman-mpod

Sanctuary Flowers @

If you have been to church lately, you may have noliced the Sanctuary
Flowers. This is a wonderful way to honor a loved one, or simply do- @
nate an arrangement to beautify the Sanctuary.

@ Floral arrangements ($29.95) may be purchased in memory or in @
honor of a loved one. The “Sanctuary Flowers Schedule” nolebook
located on the table in front of the chapel, is available to register your
chosen date in 2024, Be sure to indicate whether the flowers are in
“memory” or in "honor” of your loved cne. Payment may be dropped
off at the church office cr placed in the offering plate. You can also
order by contacling the front office.
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October is Pastor Appreciation Month!
Take some time to show your pastors
how much you appreciate them and all
they do. Some ideas of how to appre-
ciate then include: keep them in your
prayers, send them a note or email of
appreciation, or let them know how
much a sermon or meditation touched
your heart. We are lucky to have
amazing pastors as part of our church.

October 15

PASTOR

APPRECIATION
MONTH
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ThankYou!

Mary’s Circle collected pa-

per goods for Festival of
Sharing. Thanks to your
generosity, we have several
bags to donate. The group
was able to donate 20 full
bags. These were taken to

Tipton for distribution.




East Elementary School + FCC Partnership: Upcoming Events!

Annual Trunk or Treat Event - October 31st

East School families and staff would love for you to join in on the fun! If you’d like to decorate a car
or trunk and participate, please let the church office know
by October 29th. The school gates will open at 12:30 PM,
and students will start lining up at approximately 1 PM. This

is a rain-or-shine event, so come ready for a great time! FIRST CHRISTIAN

CHURCH

— Disciples of Christ —
EFERSONCITY MO

Parent/Teacher Conferences - Volunteers Needed

We will be handing out T-shirts to students after their

Parent/Teacher conference. Volunteers needed Tuesday,
Nov 6th & Wednesday, Nov 7th, 3-7 pm.

JC Room at the Inn

JC Room at the Inn (JCRATI), which provides shelter
during the cold, winter months for our unhoused

neighbors is rocking and rolling, getting ready for JEREEESCH CITY
their fourth season! Even though it's October, ‘ ' . . .
there's lots going on...keep reading for details! at the
Open House I

Once again, JCRATI will operate out of First Baptist 'mmmim N

Church (next door). You can drop by and see the
space during an Open House on Thursday, October
24 from 6-8pm. Tell your friends ... or even better,
bring them with you!

Training dates

Please consider volunteering! JCRATI will need a host of volunteers working different
shifts. Two training dates have been selected - November 14 or November 19. We'll
meet in the First Baptist Church fellowship hall (just up the street from the Inn) at
6:30pm. Refreshments will be provided. Please sign up on the billboard in the gather-
ing area if you plan to attend.




MUSIC and WORSHIP NOTES - Gretchen Huedepohl, Director of Music

A short month from now we will welcome concert organist, Joshua
Stafford, to perform the sixth annual Sam B. Cook Memorial Organ Con-
cert in our sanctuary. This is a rare opportunity to hear some of the
world’s best organists in our community, featuring our Quimby Pipe Or-
gan made possible through the generosity of Mr. Cook, a life-long mem-
ber of our congregation. The concert is free and open to the public, so
please invite your family and friends to attend with you! A reception will
be held in the Gathering Area following the concert.

ABOUT THE ARTIST: The meticulous technique and innate, yet highly
mature, musicality exhibited by Joshua Stafford unanimously and quickly
compelled the jury of the 2016 Longwood Gardens International Organ
Competition to name him the Pierre S. du Pont First Prize Winner of this
illustrious event.

Already in demand as a recitalist, improviser, and choral accompanist,
Joshua has performed at many notable venues, including the Wanamaker Organ in Philadelphia,
the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington D.C., Philadelphia’s Kimmel
Center, and Spivey Hall in Georgia. His recital at the 2015 Conference of the Association of An-
glican Musicians was hailed as “technically flawless yet exceptionally nuanced and spontane-
ous.” His performances have been aired on Minnesota Public Radio’s Pipedreams and WRTI's
Wanamaker Organ Hour. In June 2018, Joshua gave the premier performance at The Kimmel
Center in Philadelphia of a transcription for organ of Stravinsky’s Firebird Suite which accompa-
nied the animated film, "Who Stole the Mona Lisa,” produced and directed by Micah Chambers-
Goldberg.

A native of Jamestown, New York, Joshua Stafford received the Bachelor of Music degree from
the Curtis Institute of Music in 2010 and his Master of Music degree from the Yale School of
Music in 2012. (As a sidenote — Mr. Stafford studied at the prestigious Curtis Institute as a stu-
dent of Alan Morrison who performed this concert in 2019.)

In March 2023, Joshua Stafford was installed as Minister of Music at First Congregational
Church in Columbus, Ohio. Prior to his Columbus appointment, he held positions at Riverside
Presbyterian Church in Jacksonville, Florida and St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Morristown, New
Jersey. In 2020, he was named Director of Sacred Music and the Jared Jacobsen Chair Organist
of the Chautauqua Institution in western New York State.

CHRISTMAS MUSIC BEFORE HALLOWEEN? Hard, to believe, but yes! This week FCC's musi-
cians began work on music to be shared in December, particularly in preparation for the Dec. 15
musical worship featuring Jubilant Sound Handbells and Chancel Choir, accompanied by an in-
strumental ensemble. If you have an interest in participating in this special service, please con-
tact me with your questions!

UPCOMING SPECIAL MUSIC IN WORSHIP:

*Qct. 27 — John Howland offers a solo accompanied by Ken Kehner. | can't tell you what a
blessing these two men have been to our music ministry in their short time with us!



On Halloween day, the
Church Office will be
open and welcomes
Trick or Treaters.

Stop by on your way
to the Trunk or Treat,
or on your way out
for the night. We are

O o5 and =L
wWou o see
ou and add a “treat” Trunk or Treat

October 31, Set Up - 12:30

o Uour bag’ East School Parking Lot

The Widows Group visited
State Technical College on
October 10. They enjoyed
lunch while they were there.
The Widows Group meets on
the first Thursday of the
month.
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Week of Compassion
Hearing those words has been active with
t5 the churches in the
disaster zones after
Helene and Milton.

T Please follow this
e link to learn more

about what is being

done and what we

can do to help.

https://

www.weekofcompas

sion.org/stories/

helene-milton-
update

il Hiolese & Miltor = Oetolas

Please drop off your
donation at the
Church Office.

Let's donate
to those who
need it

Halloween Candy

Can you help provide candy for the
East School Trunk or Treat?

We reaLLy neep THese ITems:

 PeanuT BUTTer (16 0Z Jars)
< Ramen nooDLeS

« Macanb CHeese

« (anneb SOupPS

« Cannep CHICKen

« Cannep Tuna

« DONATIONS OF MONeY WILL Be USeD TO PUrCHase
FOOD ITEMS FOI THE PanTry

Drop off items at
the Church Office
or put money in
the offering plate
marked for Food
Pantry.


https://www.weekofcompassion.org/stories/helene-milton-update
https://www.weekofcompassion.org/stories/helene-milton-update
https://www.weekofcompassion.org/stories/helene-milton-update
https://www.weekofcompassion.org/stories/helene-milton-update
https://www.weekofcompassion.org/stories/helene-milton-update

Green Team
@ @
Committed to Creation Care

The Green Team is happy to join hands with £
Interfaith Climate Action JCMO. This is a group of
faith-based organizations focused on two things -

educating about climate concerns and taking
action to lessen impact on our local community.

The group seeks to work with like minded
organizations and reach out across religious lines

to create change. In April, they had a presence at
the Earth Day event at Memorial Park and plan to
go back next year. They also have an upcoming
speaker at the library in November which will
feature conversations around atmospheric
change.

If you are interested in getting involved in this
group, please reach out to Blair Johnson and she
will be able to provide you with information
about their next meeting.




Please Pray for OUR CHURCH FAMILY

John Blosser’s family and friends as they grieve his passing
Brooks Jarrett, brother of Annie Jarrett

Willadean Jackson

Barb Kuebler ‘s family and friends as they mourn her passing
Jim Lytle, brother of Barb Gulick

Greg Maire, friend of Sharon Gonder

Dan Meade, brother of Mary Ann Weaver

Joyce Meade-sister-in-law of Mary Ann Weaver

Donald L. Miller, brother of Jon Miller

Travis Otto, cousin of Doug Hagenhoff

Patty Osman

Karla Denny

Coty Saylor

Bev Case’s family and friends as they mourn her passing
Join us in praying for our country, our military and for peace around our world.

Please call the office at 573-636-5157 or email
at fccjcmooffice@gmail.com if you would like
continued prayers.

Items will be removed after 4 weeks unless asked to continue.

Our Members in Care Centers

HEISINGER-1002 WEST MAIN JC MO 65109
WILMA COLLINS
HOLLIS DUNN
SHIRLEY FERGUSON

OUR OUT-OF-TOWN MEMBERS

BARBARA NIKODYN

JC MANOR- 1720 VIETH DR. JC MO 65109
JACKIE POSSINGER

LENOIR WOODS 3710 LENOIR ST.
COLUMBIA MO 65201
MARILYN BIESEMEYER

PRIMROSE RETIREMENT
1214 FREEDOM BLVD JC MO 65109
WENDELL & MYRA HUBBS
JOHN H. BENNETT

OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS
MARIAM CRADDOCK,
640 Murphy'’s Ford Road,
Centertown, MO 65023

BETTY SCHRAMM,
6335 Maurer Rd. Apt 323
Shawnee, KS 66217

BETTY SCHULTE
13458 Burgess,
Riley Township Ml 48041

OPAL ELAINE WEST
Brookdale Rosehill Skilled Nursing,
Room 115, 12809 Johnson Drive,
Shawnee, KS 66216

EVA PRATT
3251 Pine Tree Dr. Cabin 16
Columbia, MO 65201
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Stewardship Thought from Rev. Dr. Ray Miles

As we move through the next few weeks, we are going to be entering and conducting our financial
stewardship campaign. | recognize that Stewardship time in the church is not the most popular
time for people. Many people in fact, point to it in their false accusations that the only thing the
church is concerned about is getting money from people. For many people, at best, it is the time
that the church raises money to pay the bills and the ministers.

For me however, one of the greatest discoveries is that a primary reason for financial stewardship
campaigns is to develop one’s spiritual life and commitment to Jesus Christ. | am going to ask you
to change your thinking from the church asking for money to pay the bills. To move away from
the old idea of paying the church “dues”, to this being a time when we are challenged to examine
our commitment to Jesus Christ as Lord of our lives.

If we think about it, there are many ways to measure our commitment. We can look at Bible
Study, look at prayer life, look at attendance in worship, to working in the Food Pantry, and so on.
We cannot however, forget the importance of financial commitment. A colleague of mine years
ago used to say, Stewardship concerns more than money,.... But never less than money.

Do you know that the Gospels record Jesus talking more about money and possessions than any
other topic. How money infects our life and how possessions are used was a very important part
of what Jesus taught. More than any other part of life, Jesus taught that the use of money and the
place it played in life determined the faithfulness of life.

In a few days you will receive commitment cards from the church. | challenge that this year, filling
out the cards not be viewed as a financial decision, but be viewed as a spiritual decision. As you
sit by yourself, or with your family you ask and talk about “How important is my commitment to
Jesus and what he taught? How has my commitment to Jesus changed in the past year? Has it
grown? Does my financial decision indicate my commitment to Jesus? “

This is the once a year time when your church asks you to think about how your commitment to
Jesus is displayed. My church asks me to think, talk and pray about my commitment and then fill
out the card. Fill out the card and follow through on that commitment.

This year again, Wendy and | will sit down and talk about what we want to give to the church and
ministries of Jesus Christ done through this church. We won't talk about it in terms of what do
we have left after everything else. We won’t talk about what we will have to give up to give. In-
stead, we will look at how our giving demonstrate faithfulness, and trust in God.

We find that by doing that, the blessings of God are more and more evident in our lives. We dis-
cover that the more we demonstrate tangible love the more it grows. Pick up the Commitment
Card when you get it and say to yourself “Love Grows Here.”

Please send your Commitment Cards
to the Church Office or bring them
Sunday, Oct 27 for Consecration

Sunday.

__First Christian Stewardship Campaign 2025

’




November Birthdays

Katie Woodruff 1 Shelly Drake 19
Frank Dahm 3 Huba Wells 14 Jerry Lairmore 19

5 Shirley Ferguson 15 Winnie Shaw

5 Stephanie Johnson 16 Fanci Bennett

6 Rita Starnes 16 Mariam Craddoc

8 Linda Ringo 16 Kaley Ruff
%}ySpencer 9 Susan Hahn 17 Joan Love ( ‘
hﬂcis Bo[mg 9 Gregory Fitzpatrick 17 Carson Lepper

ort Murphy 10 Emma Mann 19 Brenda Ru# 26\,';,?J
Barb Marshall 19 Shaun Crisp 2,9 '-f\

~ Sandi Helton 30
Darcy Patten




SENIOR MINISTER
Rev. Dr. Michael Dunn
pastor@firstchristianjcmo.org

ASSOCIATE MINISTER

Rev. Heather Patten
heather.fccjcmo@gmail.com
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Sharyl Kelsch
fccjcmooffice@gmail.com

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
Gretchen Huedepohl
Gretchen@firstchristianjcmo.org
FACILITY & GROUNDS

COORDINATOR

Scott Campbell
maintenance@firstchristianjcmo.org
BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR

Terri Lloyd
Terri.schenkel.lloyd@gmail.com
FINANCIAL
Finance@firstchristianjcmo.org
CONTACT US AT

327 East Capitol Avenue
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
Phone: 573-636-5157
firstchristianjcmo.org

f Login with Facebook

AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES:
Please contact Rev. Michael Dunn at
713-447-5954.

For nonemergency church-related
tems after working hours, Monday
thru Thursday, 8AM to 5PM, we have
an answering machine. Please feel
freeto call the church (573-636-
5157) atany time and leave a mes-
sage.

NOTE: IF YOU LEAVE A MESSAGE
ON THE ANSWERING MACHINE
ON FRIDAY, SATURDAY, OR SUN-
DAY, IT WILL NOT BE CHECKED
UNTIL MONDAY MORNING.
THANK YOU.

Q

The next Church Bell will be
sent November 6, 2024.
(Articles are due by noon)

MOBILE GIVING
-TEXT 4842368 TO

715-803-4772

-DOWNLOAD THE
"GIVERS APP"

Who Are We? We call ourselves Disciples,

Zoom Meeting Room meeting ID is 2202286773.
If you need the password, please contact the
church office at 573-636-5157 or one of our
leaders. To join in on our free conference calls, dial
(716) 427-1083 and enter access code 444928.

a community of believers who follow Jesus by Worshiping God,

Growing in Faith, Serving our Community.

Bound to each other in Christ’s love,

we discover our life together through sharing life with the world.

You may give online at firstchristianjcmo.org/donate

THANK YOU

First Christian Church supports and welcomes the wearing of masks at your own comfort level.

WEBSITES YOU NEED TO STAY CONNECTED

Mid-America Updates: http://www.mid-americadisciples.org/newsletter-signup/
Disciples News Service Updates: http://disciples.org/dns/subscribe-to-dns/
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