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Hayride, Food, and High School Memories 

If you haven’t already. Sign Up! For the All Church Hayride and   
Cookout at Binder Park. Get to know other people better outside 
around food, a camp fire, and s’mores. Everyone is welcome. You and 
your friends. Your loving pets on leashes. I’m bringing a Frisbie to 
show off my prowess with trick catches. (Upside down catches! Behind 
the head whirlly whoops! In college I was the man!) 

PLEASE NOTE: You DONôT have to ride the Wagon. You can also 
drive to the campfire spot.  

If you DO plan to ride the hayride please register to plan for spots. If   
everyone registers, who plans to attend, we can also gauge food more 
accurately. THANK YOU! 

Also, 

PLEASE BRING YOUR HIGH SCHOOL YEARBOOK. I have something in mind for us to do with 
them. It’ll be fun! 

 

All Church Hayride and Cookout at Binder 
Park 

Registration Link: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdfa2-
asC1x5msw3GyIucDedoWjtSA4zzvFuLkzTJnlBua0lA/
viewform?usp=header 

Date: 

Sunday, October 19  

Time: 

Meet at 3:15 at the Steiner House. The wagon will depart 
at 3:30  

Location for Hayride: Binder Park Steiner House, 5518 
Rainbow Drive.  

Peace, 
Michael  



Associate Ministerôs Thoughts 

Dear Church Family, 

In Galatians 6:2, Paul wrote, “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill 
the law of Christ.” 

As followers of Jesus, we really excel at living out Paul’s instructions in this regard. We 
are eager to step in and help when someone is in need. We bring meals, send cards,   
offer a ride, say a prayer and share financial support. Helping others feels good and it’s 
one of the clearest ways we live out Christ’s love. 

When the tables turn and we are the ones in need, that can feel much harder. It doesn’t 
feel good to burden anyone. We might not ask for help because we know that others have 
it worse. Maybe, we believe that admitting we’re having trouble means we’re weak. We 
struggle to accept the same kindness we so freely give. It feels better to be the helper 
than the one in need of help. 

Of course you know that my family has been walking through a difficult season. With   
Greta in the hospital for an extended time due to her high-risk pregnancy, we’ve had to       
accept help in ways that stretch our comfort zone. Support and encouragement have 
poured in from our church family. Each act of kindness has been a small miracle of grace 
and a reminder that we are not alone. 

I’ll be honest; it’s humbling. It’s uncomfortable, even, to realize how much we depend on 
one another, but it’s also holy. All of this has reminded me that love isn’t meant to flow in 
just one direction. The same hands that serve one week may need to be held the next. 
The same hearts that give comfort today will someday need comfort themselves. 

Even Jesus accepted help along the way. Others provided for his needs, shared in his 
ministry, and bore his burdens. Receiving care did not make him weak, it revealed the  
humility and connection at the heart of love. 

So, if you find yourself in a season when you need help, I hope you’ll let others show up 
for you, too. It’s not a sign of failure. It’s a way we let grace 
do its work in us and among us. In giving and receiving, we 
both learn what it means to belong to the body of Christ. 

With gratitude for each act of love you’ve shared with us, 
Rev. Heather  
 



MUSIC & WORSHIP - Gretchen Huedepohl, Director of Music 

On Sunday, November 2, we will celebrate one of my favorite liturgical Sundays, 
All Saints Sunday. This is always a meaningful service as candles are lit to 
represent the life and witness of those in our church family who have died in the 
Lord in the past year. The occasion calls us to honor all who have gone before 
us through the centuries who comprise the Church triumphant. This special 
Sunday reminds us that we are bonded with Christians of all time and places to 
form the Body of Christ through all generations, especially as we gather to    
worship the One who was, and is, and is to come. What a glorious “cloud of           
witnesses”!  I hope that you will plan to join us for this special service. 

November 2 is special, too, because it is the date of the seventh annual Sam B. 
Cook Memorial Organ Concert. Mr. Cook is well known as a philanthropist in 
the community and a staunch supporter of the arts. As a member of FCC, he 
generously donated funds to purchase the Quimby pipe organ in 2008 which 
has proven to be both a remarkable gift to the congregation and to the         
community. 

This year’s concert organist is Nathan Laube, a brilliant young man and extraordinary talent who 
performed the inaugural concert in this series in 2018. Mr. Laube is a leading performer and     
pedagogue who is beloved around the world. His extensive recital career includes major concert 
halls, churches and cathedrals on four continents. Passionate about organ design and aesthetics, 
he also serves reference groups for notable new instruments around the world. 

Mr. Laube has two CD recordings available, one with the Nashville Symphony which received a 
GRAMMY Award for Best Classical Compendium. He regularly collaborates with solo artists of 
prestigious ensembles, such as the New York Philharmonic. Many of these performances have 
been featured on American Public Media’s “Pipedreams.” 

In April 2019, Mr. Laube launched the documentary-style radio program, “All the Stops,” on the 
WFMT Radio Network Chicago, consisting of four two-hour programs which feature many of the 
world’s most famous organs in Europe and the United States and explore their unique histories 
and repertoire.  

Mr. Laube is currently Associate Professor of Organ at the Eastman School of Music. Laube      
previously taught at Eastman from 2013 to 2020, and then from 2020-2022 taught on the organ 
faculty at the Staatliche Hochschule für Musik und Darstellende Kunst in Stuttgart, Germany, 
where he succeeded his mentor. Since 2018, Laube additionally holds the post of the International 
Consultant in Organ Studies at the Royal Birmingham Conservatoire, UK. He is frequently asked to 
sit on the juries for important international organ competitions. 

Mr. Laube is a graduate of the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia, where he studied with Alan 
Morrison (who performed at FCC in 2019). The recipient of a William Fulbright fellowship, he    
continued his studies at the Conservatoire Rayonnement Régional in Toulouse (France) with 
Michel Bouvard and Jan Willem Jansen. He received his Masters at the Musikhochschule in 
Stuttgart, Germany. 

Known for his brilliant playing, gracious demeanor, and creative programming of repertoire      
spanning five centuries (including his own virtuoso transcriptions of orchestral works), Mr. Laube 
has earned high praise from critics and peers alike. If youôve never been to one of FCCôs organ 
concerts before, this is the year to attend to hear one of the worldôs best organists! 

A reception in the Gathering Area will follow the concert, giving attendees a chance to greet Mr. 
Laube and one another. For the concert itself, a few volunteers are needed as greeters and ushers 
to hand out programs, to help direct attendees in the building and to find seating, and basically to 
extend a warm FCC welcome as a church representative. Please let me know if you are willing to 
help in this capacity. Your “reward” will come in the form of a front row seat for the concert. 



UPCOMING SPECIAL MUSIC: 

*Oct. 19 ï Chancel Choir shares one of its favorite anthems, “A Call to Courage” by Joseph Mar-
tin. The anthem draws its inspiration from Joshua 1:6-7 and a hymn by theologian and minister, S. 
Ralph Harlow who penned what is used as the anthem's introduction: “O young and fearless 
prophet of ancient Galilee, Thy life is still a summons to serve humanity, to make our thoughts and 
actions less prone to please the crowd, to stand with humble courage for truth with hearts           
uncowled.” What a great reminder of how we are to remain faithful to the God who calls us into His 
work on earth! Also in this service, Jubilant Sound Handbells will share a great hymn of faith, 
“The Church’s Foundation.” 

*Oct. 26 ï John Howland shares his talent with us, singing the Willie Nelson song, “Kneel at the 
Feet of Jesus,” accompanied by Ken Kehner. I so appreciate John’s spirit of volunteerism! Sherry 
Jordan will be at the organ and piano in my stead, leading congregational song and providing     
attendant music throughout the service. 

Thanks to all! 

 

 

 

 
5 BEST REASONS TO JOIN 

CHOIR. 

1. It's your personal ministry.  

2. It's great for your brain and   
body. 

3. It's social. Good friends meet in 
choir. 

4. It's for everyone. Novice or   
professional. 

5. It's just fun! 

 

Join us for rehearsal.       
Wednesdays 6:30-7:45 

 

If you have questions, call or text me at 
(417)459-5430.  

 

We need YOUR 
voice! 

 

Tim Coday-Choir 
Director  





 

 

Ashley Crisp received the East School  

Award for the Month of  

Missy Mann received the East 

School Creativity Award for the 

Month of  

Dear Family and Friends, 

With grateful hearts, the officers and members of Second Christian Church, Disci-
ples of Christ invite you to join us as we celebrate our 120th Church Anniversary. 

Theme: ñStill in the Good Fightò 
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 2:9 
Date & Time: Saturday, November 8, 2025, at 2:00 PM 
Location: 703 E. Dunklin Street, Jefferson City, MO 

We are honored to announce Rev. Dr. Katina Allen-Colon, Pastor of 5th Street 
Christian Church, as our guest speaker for this historic occasion.  

A celebratory lunch will be served from noon to 1:30 PM. We pray you will join us for 
this joyful celebration as we reflect on 120 years of God’s faithfulness and look for-
ward to the greater things He has prepared. 

We look forward to your presence, your prayers, and your fellowship as we rejoice 
together. 

Sis. Erin Roundtree 
Secretary/Clerk 
Second Christian Church, Disciples of Christ 
Jefferson City, MO 65101 
573-353-6444 



 

Karla Denny  1 

Nanci Gonder  3 

Christie Lambert  4 

Carol Andris  7 

Stephen Foutes  7 

Cooper Sims           8 

Marilyn Biesemeyer 9 

Shelley Dawson    9 

Deanna McKay  13 

Katherine Best  13 

Donna Lynch  15 

Morris Woodruff  19 

Ray Miles   19 

 

Edwin Patten  20 

Claude Hawkins    24 

Joy Foster     30 

Suzy Johnston    30 

Lois Alexander    31 

Judy Nienhueser    31 

Jon Martin              31 

 

 

Allie & Steven Claycomb  10/1 

Heather & Ira Patten   10/5 

Dana & Leah Johnson   10/8 

Brenda & Terry Ruff          10/15 

 

 

Charlotte Middleton & Gerald Massman              

10/17 

Ashley & Shaun Crisp          10/20 

Charles & Melanie Highland         10/28 

October Birthdays 

 

October Anniversaries 

Each month, East School, Our 
Partner in Education, celebrates 
teachers who go above and be-
yond! Congratulations to this 
month’s Champion of Character 
winners!  Ashley Crisp received 
the Collaboration  Award, and 
Missy Mann received the         
Creativity Award, Thank you for 
all you do for East School!   



First Christian Church Food Pantry 

Thank you for your prayers and donations of time, talent, and treasures! Thanks to you, we were 

able to serve 88 households with a total of 223 members on September 23, 2025, and 93   

households with a total of 277 members on October 7, 2025. 

For the month of October, the food pantry is requesting donations of all purpose flour, baking   

soda, and baking powder. There is a grocery cart by the office to place donations. These items 

will be blessed during our October 23, 2025 worship service. Our neighbors are so appreciative to 

have the opportunity to choose these basic pantry items that are not provided elsewhere! 

For the months of November and December, we are requesting monetary donations to purchase 

turkeys for our neighbors. More information will be provided in the next newsletter. 

If you know of anyone who might benefit from a visit to a food pantry or if you are curious where 

our neighbors can access food, you can find the locations of all the local food pantries at     

https://sharefoodbringhope.org/programs/food-locator/. 

We can end hunger when we all work together. Prayerfully, consider how you might use your 

time, talents, and treasure to ensure all of our neighbors have enough. If you 

have an hour or two to spare, we would love to have you volunteer. 

ñYou shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind... You shall love your neighbor as yourself.ò Matthew 22:34-39 

Everyone has a place at the table. 

For more information or to volunteer contact Brenda Johnson at 

fccjcmofoodpantry@gmail.com or call her at 573-338-5304. 



Are you interested in joining a Fellowship Feast group? These are groups who 

meet one time each month for food and fellowship.   

You can select “adult only” or “family friendly.”  You can also decide between eat-

ing in someone’s home or eating at a restaurant. 

These will run from October thru April. 

Does this sound like a good way to plug into your church family?   

If so, complete the form found at this link:   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLSc_bWt2aOJKGxiRhhcW6Ca-

LEjcz8bcKA6z_NzDMfAAeR3xow/viewform?

usp=sharing&ouid=112895821169164504904  

 

Transformation Housing 

This is one of the three weekly volunteer 

construction crews working at the 1112 E. 

McCarty Street property. When completed, 

this structure will have 6,987 square feet of 

affordable rental apartments. 

Want to help? Learn more here: https://

transformationalhousing.org/get-involved/  

 

FCC Kids 

This week, FCC Kids learned 

about the Parable of the Wise 

Builder and the Foolish Builder. 

We played xylophones and built 

houses out of marshmallows! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc_bWt2aOJKGxiRhhcW6Ca-LEjcz8bcKA6z_NzDMfAAeR3xow/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=112895821169164504904
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc_bWt2aOJKGxiRhhcW6Ca-LEjcz8bcKA6z_NzDMfAAeR3xow/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=112895821169164504904
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc_bWt2aOJKGxiRhhcW6Ca-LEjcz8bcKA6z_NzDMfAAeR3xow/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=112895821169164504904
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc_bWt2aOJKGxiRhhcW6Ca-LEjcz8bcKA6z_NzDMfAAeR3xow/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=112895821169164504904
https://transformationalhousing.org/get-involved/
https://transformationalhousing.org/get-involved/


Hey You!  Are you looking for a way to 

get involved in your Church?  How 

about serving on the Property Com-

mittee?  This Committee helps with 

making decisions about up keep and 

improvement of the Church Property.  

Contact Rich Green if you would be 

interested in serving in this way. 

Do you, or someone you know, provide 

home health care?  Sharon Gonder is 

looking for help for a family who needs 

care for an in home stroke victim.  If 

you know anyone who can help with 

this, please reach out to Sharon 

Gonder.   Any help would be appreciat-

ed! 





Please Pray for OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

Brooks Jarrett, brother of Annie Jarrett 

Greg Maire, friend of Sharon Gonder 

Coty Saylor 

Don Miller 
Wendy Miles 
Sharyl Kelsch 
Janice Coffman-Elizabeth’s Mother 
John Oehring, son of Mae Oehring 
Bob Murphy 
Alan Nelson 
Colt Shock, friend of Nanci Gonder 
Mariena Baumgarner Webb 

Please call the office at 573-636-5157 or 
email at fccjcmooffice@gmail.com if you 
would like continued prayers.   
 
Items will be removed after 4 weeks unless asked 
to continue.   

 
Our Members in Care Centers 

HEISINGER-1002 WEST MAIN JC MO 65109 
WILMA COLLINS 

 

 LENOIR WOODS 3710 LENOIR ST. 
COLUMBIA MO 65201 
MARILYN BIESEMEYER 

 

OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS 

 
MARIAM CRADDOCK,  
640 Murphy’s Ford Road, 
Centertown, MO 65023 

 
Peggy Williamson 
915 Winston Dr 

Jefferson City, MO 65101   
 
 
 
 
 

 

OUR OUT-OF-TOWN MEMBERS 

 
BETTY SCHRAMM, 

6335 Maurer Rd. Apt 323 
Shawnee, KS 66217 

 

BETTY SCHULTE 

13458 Burgess,  

Riley Township MI 48041 

    

EVA PRATT 

3251 Pine Tree Dr. Cabin 16 

Columbia, MO 65201 

 

 

mailto:fccjcmooffice@gmail.com


Contact Dawn Dunn or the Church Office 

for more information.   

 

Trunk or Treat Candy will be accepted at 

the Church Office.   

Mentorship Matters! 

We have a mix of 11 first, second, and third-grade 

students who are ready to begin their mentorship jour-

ney. 

Purpose: 

To provide caring, consistent mentorship that helps 

children build confidence, develop social skills, and 

improve academic engagement through positive role 

models. 

For Students: 

Å  One-on-one attention from a supportive role model 

Å  Fun activities like reading, games, and creative pro-

jects 

Å  A safe space to learn, grow, and feel encouraged 

For Mentors: 

Å  Make a lasting difference in a childôs life 

Å Gain leadership and communication skills 

Å  Give back to your community in a meaningful way 

Program Details: 

When: Weekly or bi-weekly sessions (20-30 minutes) 

Where: At East Elementary School 

Who: Caring volunteers from our congregation and 

community 

Please reach out to Dawn Dunn to learn more 

about becoming a volunteer! 



SENIOR MINISTER 
Rev. Dr. Michael Dunn 
pastor@firstchristianjcmo.org 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 

Rev. Heather Patten 
heather.fccjcmo@gmail.com 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Sharyl Kelsch 
fccjcmooffice@gmail.com 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY 
Gretchen Huedepohl 
Gretchen@firstchristianjcmo.org 

BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR 
Terri Lloyd 
Terri.schenkel.lloyd@gmail.com 

FINANCIAL 
Finance@firstchristianjcmo.org 

CONTACT US AT 
327 East Capitol Avenue 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101 
Phone:  573-636-5157 
firstchristianjcmo.org 
 
 
 
 
 
www.facebook.com/fccjcmo/ 
 

WEBSITES YOU NEED TO STAY CONNECTED 
 

Mid-America Updates:  http://www.mid-americadisciples.org/newsletter-signup/ 
Disciples News Service Updates:  http://disciples.org/dns/subscribe-to-dns/ 

Who Are We? We call ourselves Disciples,  
a community of believers who follow Jesus by Worshiping God,  

Growing in Faith, Serving our Community.  
Bound to each other in Christ’s love, 

we discover our life together through sharing life with the world. 

AFTER HOURS EMERGENCIES:  
Please contact Rev. Michael Dunn 
at 713-447-5954.   
 
For non-emergency church-related 
items after working  hours, Monday 
thru Thursday, 8AM to 5PM, we have 
an answering machine.   Please feel  
free to  call  the  church (573-636-
5157) at any time and leave a mes-
sage.   
 
NOTE: IF YOU LEAVE A  MESSAGE 
ON THE ANSWERING MACHINE 
ON  FRIDAY, SATURDAY, OR SUN-
DAY, IT WILL NOT BE CHECKED 
UNTIL MONDAY MORNING.  
THANK YOU. 
 

The next Church Bell will be 
sent October 29, 2025 

(Articles are due by noon  
the Friday before) 

 
 

You may give online at firstchristianjcmo.org/donate 

:kki -aapejc 2kki iaapejc )$ eo ëëéëëñïððì¿  
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We are a Green Chalice Congregation    

focused on creating a more sustainable  

environment both within First Christian 

Church, Jefferson City, MO and in the wider 

community. 
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